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Preface 

Why write a book on child pornography? There are thou- 

sands of reasons—one for each sexually exploited child under 

age 18. Valid statistics are difficult to obtain but there are at 

least 3,000 and perhaps as many as 600,000 reasons for this 

book. If even one child is spared exploitation, this book has 
purpose. 

Pornographic exploitation of children makes people react 

in one of five different ways: the first has never heard of it; the 

second says “live and let live”; the third becomes sick, angry 

and motivated to action; the fourth profiteers from it and the 

fifth is sexually excited by it. 
In spite of legislation to regulate child pornography, those 

who work with it daily see it as a mushrooming problem. Of- 

ficers and adult bookstore owners interviewed in large cities say 

that child pornography is available if you know the right person 

or are a good customer, one who spends considerable money on 

other material over a period of time. 

Why is there child pornography? It exists because children 

seek attention and affection lacking in their homes. It exists 
because of a breakdown in families—an alienation of children 
from traditional values. It exists because of legal confusion in 

defining obscenity. Finally, it exists because of increased fas- 

cination with nudism and the genitalia of the young. 

It is impossible to reduce the complexities of child pornog- 

raphy to simple terms. Generally, however, it may be defined 
as children seeking attention and affection, adults seeking sex- 

ually explicit material with children as subject, and profiteers 

realizing substantial profit margins. Because of this combina- 

tion, child pornography has happened, is happening, and will 

continue to happen until the problem is scrutinized and ended. 
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Therefore, the goals of this book are: 

(1) To increase the reader’s awareness of child pornogra- 

phy and sexual exploitation; 

(2) To categorize child pornography as a type of child 

abuse; 

(3) To dramatize that child pornography is a growing 

problem; 
(4) To identify characteristics of child victims as well as 

perpetrators; and 

(5) To offer possible ways to combat the problem. 

Each chapter provides one piece of the complex puzzle pre- 
sented in these goals. Material for the fourteen chapters is 
drawn from many sources encountered in research on this topic, 

including: a comprehensive review of child sexual exploitation 

materials; consultations with law enforcement personnel, legal 

advisors, and protective service workers; interviews with adult 

bookstore owners, managers and distributors, investigative re- 

porters, child victims and perpetrators; and discussions with in- 

dividuals who have shared concerns in professional training 

courses, parent education classes, and other public groups. All 

sources have been frank in articulating strong feelings about 
child pornography. 
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Introduction 

Almost everyone, whether they profit from it or know little 
about it, agrees that sexual exploitation is harmful to children. 

Why is it harmful? The answer to this question often draws 
confused and vague responses. However, in order to combat the 

problem, one must know the specifics. What, then, is damaging 

about child pornography? 

(1) It is psychologically damaging to the child. The intro- 

duction of eroticism awakens and provokes a child’s sexual na- 

ture prematurely. It arouses feelings that the child has neither 
the emotional make-up, social experience, nor mental under- 

standing with which to cope. 

When children cannot reconcile continuing sexual exploi- 

tation with their ideas of justice and right, they begin to feel 

frustrated and helpless. Their sublimated anger seeks active 

expression. Girls tend to turn their despair on themselves; they 

may attempt suicide, engage in promiscuous sexual behavior 

or run away. Boys direct their feelings outward, becoming ag- 

gressive and delinquent. 

(2) It ruins a child’s self-image. It reduces personal feel- 

ings and relationships to low levels. It becomes personally de- 
grading and destructive. The child’s struggle to gain a positive 

self-concept is confused and complicated by pornographic 
experiences. 

(3) It is exploitive. The exploitation is generally by men of 

girls or boys and by adults of young children. Child pornog- 

raphy is characterized by one person taking advantage of an- 
other. Child pornography depicts children as wanting to be 

molested, raped, exploited. It implies that children will not be 

harmed because they want this experience. This invalid rep- 

resentation allows perpetrators to rationalize their actions. 

xi 



(4) It makes children vulnerable to adults in unnatural 

ways. Because of their youth, naiveté and dependence on adults, 

children are vulnerable even in the best of circumstances. Sex 
dependency adds undue pressure and anxiety. 

(5) It spreads incorrect information about sex which hind- 

ers a child’s normal sexual functioning later in life. Porno- 
graphic material is performance oriented; it is not with whom 

you are having sex, but rather, how many, how often, how 

quickly, and in how many different ways. Such measurements 

distort the nature of human sexuality. Child pornography is ba- 

sically genital; the materials exhibit genitalia to the exclusion 

of everything else. The participating children in pornographic 

material appear afraid, bewildered, and confused. They are 

clearly taking instructions from someone off camera range. For 

the involved child, the experience is distorted reality. 

(6) It forever invades a child’s privacy. Every time the film 
or magazine is viewed, the child’s right to privacy is violated. 

(7) It complicates a child’s moral development. Experts 

who study moral development of children find that the con- 

science begins to develop slowly at school age and evolves 

through middle childhood, becoming more exacting in teenage 
years. The child involved in premature sexual activity develops 

a distorted sense of what is right and wrong, appropriate and 
inappropriate behavior. 

Why is child pornography harmful? These reasons scratch 

the surface of a mountain of problems. Minimal data exist on 

the nature and extent of harm to the sexually exploited child. 
There is one known factor, however, it is simply that most chil- 

dren have enough problems growing up and shouldering nor- 

mal responsibilities without the added burden of sexual 
exploitation in their defenseless, impressionable and formative 
years. 

xii 
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Definitions 

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

child 1. a boy or girl age 18 or under. 

por.nog.ra.phy 1. writings, pictures, etc., intended to arouse sexual 
desire. (Webster’s) 

Call him Billy.* He is 5 feet tall and weighs 100 pounds. He 
turned 13 a month ago, loves Snickers, Dr. J and Richard Pryor. 
He doesn’t shave yet, gets into occasional fights at school, likes math, 
has trouble with English and considers himself a pretty cool dude. 

He has money to save and money to spend. How he earns it is 
a story that no 13-year-old should have to tell. 

Billy (not his real name) poses in kiddy porn films. . . 
It is dusk, and the fading skies only accentuate the seaminess 

that is Time Square. Billy is standing in front of Playland on 42nd 
St. in the heart of the Square, juking to the soul music that wafts 
from the portable stereo hooked onto his belt. He shadowboxes with 
friends, jabbing at the air with short strokes and ducking imaginary 
blows. 

Billy and his friends are in the area most any night, say cops, 
who watch from a distance. “Looking for action, along with the 
others,” sighs Officer Bob Minogue of the city’s pedophilia squad. 

Billy ducks into a nearby Popeye’s, orders fried chicken and a 
fruit punch and, with very little prompting, begins talking about 
himself. 

“T been in some trouble, got suspended from school for fightin’ 
twice,” Billy, an eighth-grader, says, smothering his chicken breast 

*Copyright 1982 New York News Inc. Reprinted by permission. 
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with ketchup. “Course I won. They don’t suspend the person who 
loses. But this dude, he was throwin’ beans at me in the cafeteria. 

Ain’t no one gonna take that.” 
A few months ago, a friend of Billy’s asked him if he wanted 

to make some money. “How?” asked Billy. 
“Follow me,” said the friend. ‘“‘Don’t be scared.” 
The men who take Billy and his friends to a motel in New Jer- 

sey for the after-school filmings are in their 20s. “They’re real nice. 
They don’t try to hurt you,’ he says. “They buy you food, they make 
sure you eat. They take you to McDonald’s. One time, one man 
took us to Beefsteak Charlie’s. I had the shrimp.” 

This is what else the nice men do for Billy: “They tell me I can 
do anything I want. I go in this room and take off my clothes. ’'m 
usually with a friend, a boy or a girl. They tell me to lay on the bed 
and lay a certain way and they take the pictures. They tell me to 
spread my legs. Then they tell me to stand up. Sometimes they tell 
me to tie ropes around myself. I move from side to side. There’s 
bright lights.” 

Once, he says, his friend went alone with “a bad man,” and 

came back beat up. “I told him not to go. They tied him up and 
handcuffed him and he almost got killed.” Because of this, Billy 
swears he’s going to quit; that he has, in fact, posed for his last part. 

For his efforts, Billy is paid $55 a film. His mother, four broth- 
ers and eight sisters live in Virginia, but Billy came to New York 
to live with his grandmother because “there wasn’t nothin’ to do in 
Virginia but look at the trees.”’ His grandmother, of course, does 
not know what he is doing in New York. 

Sometimes the men show the boys the films, projecting them 
onto the wall. “I felt like tearing up one of the films,” Billy says. 
“IT was embarrassed. Sometimes I’m scared they’ll put them in the 
paper. It ain’t so hot doin’ it.” 

As Billy talks, the soft voice that has yet to become a man’s is 

detached, as if he is talking about a friend of a friend of a friend. 
He is a good-looking boy, with a short Afro, Navy Levi cords, blue 
and white Nikes and a White Stag nylon jacket. 

There are some things Billy says he won’t do on film. “Like real 
sex. Sometimes there’s a girl with me and she won’t have no clothes 
on, and she might lie on top of me, but that’s all,” he says. “Then 
sometimes I just touch myself and all.” 

Ask Billy what “obscene” means, and he answers, “It means 

it’s not published, right?” Ask him what “cool” means, and he says, 
“It means when friends ask you for money and you give it to them.” 



During his best week, Billy made $325. So far, he has bought 
a portable stereo headphone set, a 10-speed bike, a pair of alligator 
shoes, lots of designer jeans and innumerable sodas for his girl- 
friends. He wants a Cadillac Coupe de Ville, Navy blue, with a sun 

roof. He throws his savings into a huge jar that he keeps at home. 
It is nearly dark; the marquees have lit up the tawdry streets 

and the streets are calling. Billy squirms in the booth, folds an alu- 
minum ashtray and begins scarring up the table with it. 

For a moment, the 13-year-old in him surfaces. “I wish I could 

be in a neat movie like ‘Smokey and the Bandit II,’ ”’ he says. “I 

don’t like doin’ what I do, but the money’s pretty good.” And with 
that, the boy who is 13-going-on-30 melts into the street scene that 
is Times Square. 

It is almost impossible to confine the meaning of child pornography 

within a narrow, precise definition. We can break the words down, dic- 

tionary style, but the result falls short of revealing the magnitude and 

complexity of the problem that Billy and others like him experience. 

Some say that child pornography is defined basically as sexually 

explicit material with children as the subject. But this, too, fails to give 

the whole picture. It omits the graphics: the photographs, films, slides, 

magazines and books showing children engaged in sexually explicit acts 

or simulated acts with themselves, with one another, or with adults. 

Definitions somehow do not adequately describe those pornographic 

films using “stars” as young as 3 years of age. Nor do they adequately 

portray the long-term effects of these experiences on the lives of in- 

volved children. 
Even those persons who profess to take pornography in stride have 

acknowledged disgust over so-called “kiddie porn.” In 1978 and 1982, 

public outcry over such exploitation brought federal legislation that 
stiffened penalties for the exploiters. But law-enforcement officials and 
other authorities close to the problem attest that a large part of what 
once was a big business still thrives underground. 

In child pornography we see three human weaknesses: a sexual de- 
viation; greed for profit; and a growing group of children who are seek- 

ing attention, affection and love they are not getting in their homes and 

families. 



A Form of Child Abuse 

One cannot define child pornography outside the broader context 

of physical, emotional and sexual abuse and neglect. 
The sexual abuse of children encompasses a wide range of behav- 

ior, from fondling and exhibitionism to forceable rape. It is tied closely 

to commercial exploitation for purposes of prostitution and to the pro- 

duction of pornographic materials. Sexual abuse takes many forms, and 

it has been defined in a variety of ways. Some of the ambiguity in terms 

is attributed to differences in legal definitions, which vary from state 

to state. But the main source of this ambiguity is the variations in sex- 
ual acts or behavior in perpetrators and in the degree of harm to or 

effect on children. 
The Federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act of 1974 

defines child abuse, including sexual abuse or exploitation, in terms of 

injury or maltreatment “. . . by a person who is responsible for the 

child’s welfare.’ As used in Subsection 5(3) of the amended act, the 

term “sexual abuse” includes 

“the obscene or pornographic photographing, filming or depiction 
of children for commercial purposes, or the rape, molestation, in- 

cest, prostitution or other such forms of sexual exploitation of chil- 
dren under circumstances which indicate that the child’s health or 
welfare is harmed or threatened thereby. . . .” 

(Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. 42 USC 5101) 

Legal definitions of child sexual abuse sometimes vary by factors 

other than what was actually done to a child. For example, in many 

states the victim’s age and relationship to the perpetrator are taken into 

account. Further, because most child-abuse reporting laws deal with 

maltreatment by parents or other persons responsible for a child’s wel- 

fare, an act of sexual abuse committed by a person outside the family 

may be defined and handled differently from the way the same act com- 
mitted by someone legally responsible for the child is handled. 
(MacFarlane 1978) 

As with other forms of child abuse, there is general agreement con- 

cerning extreme cases, but a determination of what specific forms of 

behavior constitute sexual abuse remains largely a matter of jurisdic- 
tional and individual interpretation. Many of the terms in the literature 

that differentiate types of child sexal abuse are used interchangeably 

by professionals and the public. As more has become known about this 



problem, even some unintentional offenses such as obscene language or 

accidental sexual stimuli have been found to be possible sexual abuse. 
To encompass all forms of abuse and exploitation within its man- 

date, the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect adopted the 

following tentative definition of child sexual abuse: 

Contacts or interactions between a child and an adult when the 
child is being used for the sexual stimulation of that adult or an- 
other person. Sexual abuse may also be committed by a person under 
the age of 18 when that person is either significantly older than the 
victim or when the abuser is in a position of power or control over 
another child. 

(DHHS Publication No. (OHDS) 81—30166,1981) 

Once children were reared in small communities, in traditional 

homes within a structure of extended families that included grandpar- 

ents, aunts, uncles and cousins. If something was amiss at home, there 

was a relative nearby to provide sympathy and comfort. If anger or 

eruptions reached a fever pitch, grandma or grandpa was there with a 

soothing word, a comforting hug or a less emotional perspective to the 

problem. 

Now, children are raised in nuclear families in urbanized settings. 

Often, they do not know their relatives or even the people next door. 

These children do not always have alternatives to abuse or neglect of 

basic needs. So some may reach out to any person who extends sym- 

pathy. The child exploiter may be that person. Thus, abuse and neglect 

become the springboard to pornography, sexual molestation and 

prostitution. 

A Link to Sexual Exploitation of Children 

A direct relationship exists between pornographic literature and 

the sexual molestation of young children (Gates 1977). Law-enforce- 

ment officers say they routinely find pornographic material when they 

investigate sex crimes against children. Supporting this evidence, vic- 

tims say they were shown pornographic literature, films or photos dur- 
ing various stages of their exploitation. 

In 1976, the Los Angeles Police Department set up a special unit 

to handle cases involving sexually exploited children. In the first seven 

months of operation the unit conducted 50 investigations, interviewing 

150 victims and suspects. In every case, pornographic literature was 



present. In continuing investigations, the unit officers have concluded 

that pornography is used in many forms by perpetrators of sexual crimes 

against children. (Martin 1977). 
How are sexual exploitation and pornography related? Pornogra- 

phy serves as a vehicle by which a normal conversation with a child 

can be turned to a sexual theme. Here is a sample scenario: Say an 11- 
or 12-year-old is pretending to hitch a ride home from a ball game. To 

the child’s surprise, a well-dressed adult in an attractive car stops and 

gives a child a lift. On the car seat between the child and the driver 

lies a pornographic magazine; its function is to help engineer the con- 

versation around to sex. The adult will probably deliver the child to his 

or her destination in due time, but may also try to arrange a follow-up 

encounter. The pornography prop is a first step. More will be said about 

this in later chapters. 

A Method of Intimidation 

Pornography is also used to break down inhibitions a victim may 
have regarding the acts he or she will be expected to perform. The na- 

ture of the literature used usually corresponds to the particuiar desires 

and deviations of the perpetrator. Taking the example of the young 

“hitch-hiker” a step further, let’s say the child is a boy and that he is 

wary of the situation. He is reluctant to discuss the activity portrayed 

in the magazine; in fact, he is not persuaded to even look at the pic- 

tures. So the driver switches tactics; using the pornographic literature 

as an element of persuasion, he suggests that if the young boy in the 

magazine is willing to undress or to orally copulate the penis of another 

boy, his young guest should be willing to do the same. If the perpetrator 

observes that his prospective victim is not responsive to nor “turned on” 

by homosexual literature, he may then display literature depicting 
young girls in sexually explicit poses and acts. While viewing the lit- 

erature the boy may become aroused. The perpetrator will offer to meet 

the victim’s pornographically-aroused need. 

If the perpetrator were seducing a young girl, he might pressure 

her to take off her clothes to emulate the young “movie star” in the 
magazine. Because the girl in the photos is nude, it is suggested that 

it is all right even, “cool,” for the victim to do the same. In fact, it is 

implied, if the victim does what she is encouraged to do, she too may 
become a “star.” 

Another way pornography serves to intimidate victims is through 

the use of photographic blackmail. The perpetrator may take some pic- 
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tures of the victim in various stages of undress during the first encoun- 

ter. Later, there are threats to show the photographs to the victims 

parents or to “authorities.” Of course, the threat of exposure is with- 
drawn on condition that the victim takes off all his or her clothes, or 

submits to sexual acts. Instant pictures of the victim in progressively 

compromising poses can press the child into becoming more deeply in- 
volved in the relationship. 

Obviously, such forms of blackmail can be used to discourage chil- 

dren from telling friends, relatives or the authorities about the sexual 
activities. 

A Device for Stimulation 

It has been found that in many cases, photographs of sexually ex- 

plicit acts have been taken by the perpetrator for personal stimulation. 

And, although the pictures may not have been intended for commercial 

use they often are exchanged with other perpetrators who have similar 

sexual interests. 

Sgt. Lloyd Martin of the Los Angeles Police Department has tes- 
tified that in all of the first 50 cases the department’s special unit in- 
vestigated, the perpetrator molested the victim either before, during or 

after the pictures were taken. 

A Method to Lure Other Children into Sexual Activity 

The availability of sexually explicit material involving children tends 

to create a moral climate of tolerance for such practices. For example, 
children caught up in pornographic activity frequently use pictures of 

themselves to lure others into participation. Particularly, older children 

tend to recruit younger ones who look up to them as leaders or role 

models. In this way, pornography compounds the exploitation of 

children. 

A Profit Motive 

In the past, sexual exploitation of children was closely linked with 

a perpetrator’s personal, deviant deed. But in recent years it has evolved 
into a pornography industry capitalizing on interests of a growing 

clientele. This new and more pernicious incentive to sexually exploit 
and abuse children derives from a profit motive. The commercial side 



of child pornography continues to gain acceptance and resources to re- 

sist law-enforcement efforts. Because of increased pressure from leg- 

islation and child-protection groups, most of this commercial traffic has 

moved underground. 
Investigators attempting to define the nature and scope of the sex- 

ual exploitation of children soon are frustrated by the lack of specific 

data, research, statistics and investigative precedent. Most come to re- 

alize they are working on the “tip of an iceberg” because as the prob- 

lem unfolds there are constantly new angles to explore. Two constant 

variables in the sexual exploitation of children are: 1) there are many 

different forms of the exploitation, and 2) it is national in scope. As 
investigations continue it becomes clear that the iceberg is a massive 

one, indeed. 

Without viewing child pornography, it is almost impossible to 

imagine. Only after one has watched a film in which an 8-year-old girl 

is sexually abused by two adults, manipulated manually and with me- 

chanical devices, can one understand the powerlessness, defenseless- 

ness, lack of dignity and coercion inherent in these acts. The empty 

expressions and pitiful, searching looks seeking off-camera direction 

from the film’s producers enable one to feel the helplessness of the child. 

CHILD MOLESTER/PERPETRATOR 

In identifying the adult actors in this human drama, it is necessary 
to define the various names or titles for the actors. The titles are su- 

perficial descriptions of the sexual preferences of the adults involved. 

The term child molester or perpetrator is generic. It is the term 

parents use when they warn their child never to accept gifts, money or 

rides from a stranger. More often than not, the “stranger” in these 
warnings is a man wearing dirty clothes and dark glasses, sitting in a 

car waiting for school to be out. Parents warn their children about this 

man and about terrible things he might do to them. But most parents 

are not very specific about the “terrible things,” and thus this general 

sort of warning is not very useful. It is even less useful when the man 

who accosts the child is neatly dressed, is not wearing sunglasses and 
is riding a bicycle or walking, thus failing to fit the bogeyman 
description. 



There are men—and occasionally women—who lurk in shadows 
waiting to grab children. But, to understand the scope and nature of 
child pornography one needs to search beyond the bogeyman stories. 
In doing so, it is important to define some pertinent terms. 

The term child molester encompasses all of the following variations: 

PEDOPHILIAC 

_ A pedophiliac (pronounced pee-doe-fill-ee-ack) is a person, usually 

male, who has a strong sexual interest in children. Using a literal trans- 

lation, pedophile means lover of child—one who has an erotic craving 
for a child. This person usually isn’t particular about whether the child 

is male or female—just so long as it’s a child. 

Usually pedophiliacs have severe problems with adult relation- 

ships. They search for a sex object they consider more manageable, 
controllable and less threatening. Some pedophiliacs are so arrested in 

sexual development that they avoid all adult women. They do not marry 

or have children. 

Sexually Immature Adults 

Emotionally, sexually and even physically, the pedophiliac is like 

a child. He may have a small body, small features and child-like char- 

acteristics. He may hang around schools, game arcades, shopping malls 

or other places where children gather. The pedophiliac enjoys an im- 

mature type of sex play. He may expose his penis to children, fondle 

them or attempt oral copulation. A pedophiliac is not inclined to at- 

tempt sexual intercourse. He may ask, even beg, a child to “play” with 

his genitals. ; 

Some men with pedophiliac tendencies do marry and have chil- 

dren. Even so, they may still exhibit these immature characteristics 
and remain sexually inadequate. If pressured or rejected by his spouse, 

he may seek gratification with a child. He will seek someone who is 

accepting, someone who will do his bidding and not make fun of him. 

The pedophiliac who has access to his own children may confine his 
sexual activity within the family or he may look for other children. 

Whether it is within or outside the family, the activity is usually con- 

fined to kissing, caressing, fondling the genitals and other non-inter- 

course sex. (Justice and Justice 1979) 



Some pedophiliacs may have a stronger need for companionship 
than for sex. They may seek out children for their company with or 

without any sexual contact. 
Although most pedophiliacs do not intend to injure a child physi- 

cally, there are some who have psychopathic tendencies. The combi- 

nation can be very dangerous. These people may use force to make a 

child perform sexually explicit acts. They have the capability to se- 

verely injure or even kill a child. 

Pedophiliacs also may seek sexually explicit photographs of chil- 

dren, settling for a source of gratification that is safer than seeking out 
a child. Too, pedophiliacs sometimes use pornography to “condition” 

themselves before approaching a child. 

PEDERAST 

With the Greek root common to English words such as pediatrician 

and pedagogue, the term pederast is used to denote an adult male who 

is erotically attracted to young boys. Pederasty is defined as any sexual 

experience or involvement between a male over 18 and one between 10 

and 16. This class of behavior has surfaced as minor incidents in recent 

novels, and similarly in other art forms as well as in legal cases and 

scholarly studies. 

‘Chicken Hawks’”’ and ‘‘Chickens”’ 

In street vernacular, the pederast is a “chicken hawk” who seeks 

out young boys (“chickens’’) for a sexual experience. Some pederasts 
prefer boys around 10, 11 or 12, and for most there is a two- or three- 

year time span that is desirable. (Once a boy reaches puberty, at age 
13 or 14, he may no longer appeal to the pederast.) 

Pederasty deserves serious attention. There is evidence to suggest 

that a considerable number of heterosexual men and boys engage in 
such sex play at least once in a while. 

Another reason for research into pederasty is that many men fall 

into it accidentally. A study of such offenders in prison revealed that 

many of them became involved with boys’ organizations through al- 

truism and later “were startled to realize that their affection and in- 

terest had assumed sexual overtones.” (Rossman 1976) 
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Child pornography usually is an integral part of the chicken hawk- 

chicken seduction strategy. It plays a key role in breaking down the 

child’s inhibitions or reserve. Some chicken hawks take pictures of the 
sexual activity to use in seducing other victims. 

MODEL AGENTS 

Another actor closely related to sexual exploitation and child por- 

nography is a certain class of “model agent.” Legitimate modeling 

agencies are respected and occupy their own well-deserved place in the 

business world; they, of course, are not the focus of this discussion. The 

agents discussed here are free-lance operators who frequently use the 

tactic that they can make the child model a “star;” if the child only 
has the right lighting and training he or she can make his or her way 
into the movie world. 

Photographers 

Pornography photographers and model agents may be one and the 

same. Both usually have a substantial investment in photographic 

equipment, and some are quite competent, working in legitimate as well 

as sex markets. 

Most of the “chicken” magazines rely on these free-lancers for pic- 

torial content. One such publication ran a how-to article on photo- 

graphing nude boys. Newsletters and newspapers with “chicken-hawk”’ 
or other sex-deviant clientele carry ads listing the qualifications of free- 

lance photographers who do such work and may also carry offers to 
share collections of pictures. Numerous photographs of this type move 

through the mails every day in the United States. 
Law-enforcement officials often go undercover to locate the source 

of these materials. If they find a magazine with a child posed in sex- 

ually explicit acts, they try to locate and arrest the distributor. If dis- 
tribution lists are seized, usually the photographer also is identified. 

Frank Grenard, an investigative reporter for a CBS affiliate radio 

station, tells how a Chicago photographer operated: 

“The photographer had an unusual approach. He would talk 
women, usually unwed mothers or divorcees, into posing for nude 
shots and—after a few weeks and several sessions—would then talk 
them into posing for sadomasochistic pictures. If he found out they 
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had children, he would persuade the mothers to bring in their kids 
for the same treatment. The children were usually around 10 years 
of age or less. The photographer would go through the same cycle 
with the kids: nude shots first, then the sadomasochistic shots.” 

Grenard recounts that the police vice squad turned the matter over 

to an undercover unit and one of their agents started buying pictures 

from the photographer. After a few weeks, the police raided the pho- 

tographer’s studio and seized about half a million pictures and a col- 

lection of sadomasochistic paraphernalia. Half of the pictures were of 

nude children on torture devices. (Lloyd 1976) 

SEXUAL-EXPLOITATION RINGS 

A ring is defined as a “group of people working together to advance 

their own selfish interests by manipulation and control” (Webster’s). 

The organizational structure of sexual-exploitation rings varies from 

ring to ring. Usually, however, the ring has at least one adult leader, 

and sometimes there are intermediaries or go-betweens. Some rings are 

loosely organized and some are military-like units with commanders- 

in-chief at the top and foot soldiers at the bottom. A feature common 
to all is a network of people who play a role in the overall operation. 

Pornography Rings 

Pornographic rings usually involve the production and distribution 

of any or all of the following: slides, tapes, video cassettes, films, photos, 

magazines and books. The operation may be a mail-order house that 

fills requests from all over the world. In other rings, members pass the 

materials back and forth at various meeting places. 

An investigation of a Texas pornographic ring resulted in the sei- 

zure of 15,000 color slides of boys engaged in homosexual acts, over a 

thousand magazines and paperback books and as many reels of film. 
Police said the boys pictured in these materials were as young as 8 or 

9 and ranged up to 18 or 19. Police deduced that the ring had been in 

operation at least 10 years, since some of the boys involved were now 
adults. (Lloyd 1976) 



Child Sex Initiation Ring 

A child sex initiation ring is the simultaneous involvement of sev- 

eral children in sexual activities with an adult. Usually the adult cap- 

italizes on a legitimate role—counselor, scout leader, bus driver—he 

or she plays in the lives of these children. Through this role, the adult 
recruits children to participate in illegal behavior. 

A child sex initiation ring shares several common features: 1) the 

perpetrator usually holds a place of authority, 2) he or she is known to 

the victims, 3) the children know each other, and 4) the children are 

aware of the sexual involvement that each has with the adult. 
The initial encounter that each child has with the adult may con- 

clude the relationship, but in most cases it is repeated. A perpetrator 

may be sexually active with only one child or may be involved with 

several children at the same time. In some situations the perpetrator 

acts alone: in others, several adults are involved. When two or more 

adults are involved with a group of children, they usually are not sex- 

ually active with one another. They tend to have parallel or similar 

sexual interests and involvements with the children. 

Ann Burgess (1981) studied 36 children who were involved through 

the criminal justice system as victim-witnesses in six child sex ring cases. 

All of the children were white and the religion of the majority of the 

families was Catholic. The children ranged in age from six to 14. Each 

ring had unique features: 

Ring 1.* A 25-year-old single man became sexually involved 
with five boys, ages six to nine. A sixth boy, greatly favored and 
sought out continually by the offender, was suspected to have been 
involved with the ring also. The offender and his parents had re- 
cently moved into a small community housing project in which all 
homes were single units connected to each other and facing a com- 
mon courtyard. Of the six families, four children lived with their 

mother, the father being absent from the home; one boy’s father 

was dead; and one boy came from a family with both parents pres- 
ent. The sexual activity between the adult and the boys began the 
second day following this man’s move into the neighborhood and 
continued over a six-month period until disclosure. The offender 
was convicted, through plea-bargaining, of indecent assault and 
battery on two boys, placed on probation and given a suspended 
sentence. 

*Reprinted by permission. 
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Ring 2. A 49-year-old male school bus driver became sexually 
involved with five boys and two girls (two sets of a brother and a 
sister), ages 10-12. All five families had both parents present in 
the home. The parents were of working-class status. The sexual 
activity with the children continued over a one-year period before 
disclosure. The offender previously served time in prison on similar 
sex charges. At that time, it was determined on psychiatric ex- 
amination that he was not a sexually dangerous person. 

Ring 3. A 45-year-old man became sexually involved with six 
prepubescent girls, ages 10-12. Of the six families, four girls were 
living with their mother and the father was absent from the home; 
two were living with both parents. All families were under eco- 
nomic stress, with the majority of mothers working. The sexual ac- 
tivity continued more than a year and included photographs being 
taken of the girls. The offender had a previous record of criminal 
activity and was on parole while the ring was active. 

Ring 4. Two men, ages 33 and 23, became involved with seven 

males, ages 10-14. The 33-year-old man was a divorced father of 
three children; the 23-year-old single man was his companion. Both 
were Boy Scout leaders of a local community troop. Of the seven 
families, half of the families were working class status and half 

were middle class. The sexual activity between the boys and the 
two men continued for a year before disclosure. Two of the seven 
boys denied any sexual contact but sufficient evidence was present 
to consider them suspected cases of sexual abuse. 

Ring 5. A 74-year-old widower became sexually involved with 
six prepubescent girls, ages 9-11 and including two sets of nine- 
year-old twins. The offender was also the grandfather of one of the 
girls. The sexual activity continued over a six-month period. Of the 
four families, one parent set was divorced and the remainder in- 
cluded both parents present in the home. The offender was known 
to the police to provide shelter to runaways. Children were seen 
frequently around his farm and he had been warned not to give the 
children beer and cigarettes. 

Ring 6. A 33-year-old single man, employed as a surveyor for 
a civil engineering firm, became sexually involved with four pre- 
pubescent boys, ages 8-13. In addition to his employment, the of- 
fender was a paramedic, a volunteer fireman, a judo and scuba diver 
instructor, and a private pilot. His main interest, however, was as 
a Boy Scout leader and he was actively involved in Scouting for ten 
years prior to his conviction. 



Child Prostitution Ring 

Once recruited and committed to a prostitution ring, child mem- 

bers may help recruit other children, be involved with the filming and 

production of pornography, perform sexual services and help set up a 
network of clientele. 

These rings may be loosely organized, with both adults and chil- 

dren entering and leaving the ring at will, or they may be rigidly struc- 
tured, bound by rules and regulations. 

Sometimes there is an evolution of sex-ring activity; it begins with 

an adult using a child to produce sexually explicit materials and prog- 

resses to recruitment of other children for the pornography. Thus the 

sex initiation rings are formed and they progress to child-prostitution 
rings. 

Children who enter these rings usually are pressured by their peers 

as well as the adults to provide sexual services in exchange for atten- 

tion, affection, status, money, gifts or other rewards. (Burgess Groth 

McCausland 1981) 

“ADULT-ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

The adult-entertainment industry is defined here because there is 

a tie to child sexual exploitation which will be explored more fully later 

on. The adult entertainment industry is a conglomeration of porno- 

graphic materials, shows and services packaged for a clientele that de- 

mands explicit sexual portrayal or actual sexual activity. 

It is difficult to make a clear definition of materials in the industry 

because the line between soft- and hard-core sex continues to blur. For 

example, magazines such as Playboy and Penthouse, once considered 

racy or shady, now are on the display racks in drugstores and super- 

markets. And yet those same publications now have moved from soft- 

core toward hard-core erotica. And emphatically hard-core mate- 

rials—books and films depicting the extremes of explicit sex—now are 

sold openly in a burgeoning array of specialty shops. 

The adult-entertainment industry is multi-faceted. Primarily it is 

production, distribution and sales of materials, marketed largely 
through movie theaters and bookstores. Some massage parlors, escort 

services and motels also sell such materials, and may also show “in- 
house” movies similar to those shown in adult theaters. 
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In the past decade, the market has added video cassettes for view- 

ing on privately owned machines. It is too early to gauge the impact of 

home video cassettes on the industry. 
There are always complications in separating parts from the whole 

and bestowing definitions upon them—sometimes the definitions seem 

larger than the parts. It is hoped, nevertheless, that the definitions will 

help the reader gain understanding of the child-pornography problem, 

including the complexities and competing parts. 
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2 
Statistics 

ACCURACY 

How frequently does child-pornography activity occur? To date, it 

remains an unknown. There are neither national reporting systems nor 

statewide data-processing procedures to establish accurate statistics on 
the subject. 

The available statistics in related areas such as child sexual abuse 
or molestation reflect only those cases that are reported to authorities. 

It is estimated that they represent only a fraction of the total. 

Estimates from knowledgeable sources are that only 20 to 50 per- 

cent of all adult molestations are reported. The rate for molestation 

involving children is believed to be even lower. In part, this is because 

children are afraid to tell anyone about the incident out of fear of pun- 

ishment or blame. 
Another obstacle to obtaining accurate statistics is that the existing 

reporting systems for child sexual abuse are currently the responsibility 

of each state’s criminal-justice system and child-welfare offices. There 
is lack of standardization in data gathering, since definitions of sexual 

offenses vary by state and community. 

There are no national statistics on sexual-assault victims by age or 

sex. Regional studies have been helpful in estimating the number of 
cases handled officially, but these studies rely heavily on public agen- 

cies for subject referrals. The unreported assaults are, therefore, grossly 

underrepresented, and professionals in the field generally agree that 

the low figures represent only “the tip of the iceberg.” And even then, 

most estimates of the incidence of child sexual abuse do not include 
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children who are the victims of pornographic exploitation. Child por- 

nography is a form of sexual abuse that only recently has become a 

subject of investigation and research. 
The question of concern here, however, is not how many children 

were victimized during the past year or the past decade, but rather how 

many are now becoming potential victims. How many children will be- 

come vulnerable to exploitation tomorrow because of circumstances 

beyond their control? 

TOTAL SEX SELLING INDUSTRY 

In order to define the part child pornography plays in the total sex- 

sales problem, we must first examine the industry in general. 

In many cities across the country, adult entertainment has become 

a growth industry which is expanding in many directions. A decade ago 

it was confined to magazine stands, tobacco stores, strip clubs and peep 

shows in low-rent, inner-city areas. In the past few years the pornog- 

raphy industry has mushroomed nationwide. It has “set up shop” in 

quiet, middle-class communities and suburban shopping centers. With 

an indefinite line between soft- and hard-core materials, owners of 

“mom-and-pop” stores as well as large retailers have experienced a high 

rate of traffic in pornography and obscenity. 

By one estimate, the sex industry in the United States grossed $5 

billion in 1980. (McCally 1981) In 1977, the 10 leading sexually ori- 

ented magazines* were reported to have generated nearly $475 million; 

the nation’s 800 adult theaters grossed over $360 million. (Cook 1978) 

Postal inspectors confirm that it is almost impossible to determine 

the extent of child pornography that flows through the mails. They in- 

dicate that child pornography is a small but ongoing part of overall 

pornography traffic. Cashing in on a relatively safe way to sell and dis- 

tribute sexually explicit materials, mail-order houses appear to be doing 
a continuing business in spite of postal regulations. 

In 1970, a total of 285,266 customers complained to postal au- 

thorities concerning unsolicited sexual advertisements and pornogra- 

phy in their mail. The number dropped to 30,000 in 1975 but has risen 
again in the last few years. Although some of the decrease may reflect 

*Playboy, Penthouse, Hustler, Oui, Playgirl, Club, Gallery, Chic, Genesis and High Society. 



changing public attitudes, postal authorities believe that the distribu- 

tion houses learned to channel sexually oriented mailings away from 
recipients who might file complaints. 

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY — PERCENTAGE 

OF TOTAL PORNOGRAPHY 

Authorities on the sexual exploitation of children estimate that 7 

percent of the pornography market in the United States involves ac- 
tivity between children and other children and adults. (Guio Burgess 

and Kelly 1980) 
Sgt. Lloyd Martin, of the Los Angeles Police Department, esti- 

mates that based on statistics from three states—California, Texas and 

New York—between 40,000 and 120,000 children were involved each 

year in pornography and/or prostitution. 

Testifying that child pornography was a multimillion-dollar busi- 

ness, Martin noted that statistical accuracy is elusive because defini- 

tions of the word child vary by state (in California, for example, a child 

is a person under 14). However, if the dividing line is age 18 (the def- 

inition used for purposes of this book), the child pornography percent- 

age of total pornography trade is estimated at 5 to 10 percent. (Martin 
1977) 

Because there are no standardized data on child victims of por- 

nography and prostitution, assessment of the overall extent of the prob- 
lem is subject to some variance. In any case, the consensus of those 

who work with child victims is that the percentage is rising rapidly. 

Economics 

When a young child first becomes involved in pornographic activ- 

ity, he or she may not be paid any money but may “earn” an ice-cream 

cone, or a trip to Disneyland or the zoo. It has been shown that many 

children so crave adult attention, love and affection that they will do 

anything asked of them. Older, street-wise children, 11 or 12 or older, 

who knowingly participate may be paid more money but they certainly 
do not gain financial independence. A child who has learned the ropes 

from older children might command $75 or $100 for being in a movie. 



Police officers observe that when children begin “working the 

street,” they do not want to be photographed by a pornographer. They 

are wary of the photo-commercial side of their prostitution. Eventually, 

however, as they become accustomed to the environment, their inhi- 

bitions are lowered, self-esteem drops and their values become con- 

fused. Then they will do almost anything to gain their goals of money, 

gifts or other “rewards.” 

Magazines 

In three years of research that went into his book, “For Money or 

Love: Boy Prostitution in America,” (1976) Robin Lloyd found 260 

child-pornography magazines being sold in adult bookstores around the 

country. There is evidence that these magazines are still extant and 

that new ones have joined the market. 

These materials, which are well-produced and priced at $5 to $15 

per copy, show children posed so that eye attention is focused on the 

genitals. In some, the photos show children engaged in specific sexual 

acts. 

Films 

There are also hundreds of motion pictures produced showing chil- 

dren involved in actual sexual performances. Some of these films show 

children having sex with adults who look strikingly like their young 

partners. Others depict children performing sexual acts or simulated 

acts with other children and with animals. 

These films, some only a few minutes long, retail at $50 to several 

hundred dollars. New York, Los Angeles and Houston appear to be 

the major production centers for the films, but they have been produced 

in most major cities. The photography can be done anywhere—motel 

rooms frequently become the studios, as do vacant houses or apartments. 

Again, documentation of data on magazines, still photos and films 

is complex. For example, one researcher carefully examined a dozen 

of the previously-mentioned 260 child-pornography publications and 

identified nearly 400 children ranging in age from about 3 to early teens. 

These children were engaged in the entire spectrum of sexual activity, 

from “normal” intercourse to oral contact—from sadism and masoch- 
ism to bestiality. 7 
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While some “performers” in these movies appeared to be experi- 
enced in their roles, most of them constantly looked off-camera for di- 

rection. It was obvious that, for the most part, an unfamiliar 

performance was being staged in what could be described at best as 

uncomfortable and unenjoyable circumstances. (Lloyd 1976) 

CHILD PROSTITUTION 

wAS in the case of children involved in pornography, the number in- 

volved in prostitution also is an estimate. After three years of investi- 

gative reporting on child prostitution, Robin Lloyd (1976) estimated 

that there were 300,000 male prostitutes under 16 in the United States. 

Judianne Densen-Gerber (1978) put the number of girl prostitutes 

at 300,000 also. She states that some of these boys and girls are run- 

aways, Others are from families where they feel unwanted or are abused. 
Still others have natural parents, foster parents or guardians who are 

addicted to hard drugs or alcohol. In some of these homes the parent 
introduces the child to pornography or prostitution to help support the 

addictive habit. 
The Los Angeles Police Department estimated in 1977 that as many 

as 30,000 boys and girls were sexually exploited by adults in that city 

every year. Comparing notes with police in other cities, the department 

concluded that the number of children involved was comparable in most 
major urban areas. In 1977, in New York City, it was estimated that 

120,000 children were sexually exploited. (Densen-Gerber 1978) 

These statistics on child prostitution have not been gathered in a 

rigidly-controlled scientific manner; there are no avenues available for 

the social scientist to obtain this type of data. But the numbers do de- 

rive from information gathered in carefully conducted police interviews 

with victims of molestation, adult molesters, pimps and pornography 

producers and distributors. Granted, these people may or may not have 
reason to exaggerate or understate the numbers. Nonetheless, despite 

federal and state laws against children’s involvement in pornography 
and prostitution, experts in this field believe the numbers cited here are 
accurate and that they are increasing. 
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RUNAWAYS 

The statistics on the number of runaways in America are probably 

more accurate than those on pornography and prostitution. There are 

about 1 million children who run away each year around the country. 

This number was documented by former Sen. Birch Bayh’s Juvenile 
Delinquency subcommittee and confirmed by other studies. (Rader 
1982) Because these children must find some means of subsistence, and 

because they are available and seeking friendship and shelter, they are 
easy targets of the pornography dealers and those who seek children 

for prostitution. 
It is estimated that 100,000 of the runaways have some involve- 

ment with child pornography. (O’Connor 1981) 

MISSING CHILDREN 

The problem of missing, or “throwaway,” children is increasing in 

America. In his study of runaways, Dotson Rader reported that 150,000 

children disappear from their homes every year (1982).* They suffer 

from malnutrition, drug-related disorders, sexual dysfunction and, 

having little access to medical care (runaways don’t have health in- 

surance), from disease. A major cause of death among runaway boys 

engaged in prostitution is rectal hemorrhage. More than 80 percent of 
runaways are white, from middle- and upper-middle-class families. The 

majority of runaways are never reported as missing by their parents. 
These facts are rarely reported by the news media. 

The U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and 

Labor heard testimony in March 1981 concerning children who appear 
to become lost in our system. Some of these children are runaways, 

some are in-transit from one city to another, some are in foster care 

and some are just temporarily misplaced. 
The House committee, concluding that the problem of missing chil- 

dren was national in scope, voted funds to the National Center on Child 
Abuse and Neglect to provide technical assistance and coordinate fed- 

eral and local efforts to locate missing children. The Center was di- 

rected to compile, publish and disseminate research and training 

materials on locating missing children, and to provide an information 

*Reprinted by permission of Dotson Rader c/o Clarke Literary Agency Inc. Copyright © 1982 
by Parade Publications. 
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clearinghouse and conduct research into location methods. This weighty 

charge was given to the Center to implement within the additional five- 

year funding allocation. At present, however, the increase in the num- 
ber of throwaway children continues to rise. 

GENERAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN 

While there are cases of sexual abuse by adult women, an over- 

whelming majority of perpetrators are men. Girls are reported as abused 

at a higher rate than boys (the estimated ratio ranges from twice to 10 
times as often), and although victims have been found to be as young 

as 4 months, the average age appears to be between 11 and 14 years. 

(Peters 1973) 

Recent studies indicate, however, that these estimates may be more 

a reflection of the cases reported than indicative of the age and sex of 

the majority of victims. For example, the 1978-79 statistics from the 

Child Protection Center of Children’s Hospital National Medical Cen- 

ter, which treats all forms of child sexual abuse, reveal that the average 

age of victims is 7 years, and that 25 percent of them are males. (Rog- 

ers 1980) 

Similarly, in a report by the Hennepin County (Minn.) District 

Attorney’s Office (1979) of previously undisclosed cases of child sexual 
abuse, as many boys as girls in the lower elementary-school-age levels 

told of having experienced some form of sexual abuse. 

Some experts on the issue of sexual abuse of boys believe that about 

2.5 to 5% of the male population is sexually victimized in childhood or 
early adolescence. Nationwide, in 1979, there were approximately 22 

million boys under age 13. If one uses the base figure of 2.5 to 5% vic- 
timization, then current victims would be 550,000 to 1,100,000. And 

if the rate of new cases is fairly constant, one could expect to see 46,000 

to 92,000 new cases of sexual abuse of boys each year. Yet the figures 

from the National Incidence of Study of Child Abuse and Neglect es- 

timated that in 1979 approximately 7,600 cases of sexually abused boys 

were known to professionals across the country (only half of these be- 
came official reports). This suggests that as few as one in six or one in 

twelve boys who are sexually abused come to the attention of a profes- 

sional. (Finkelhor 1982) 

Data from many parts of the country point to the conclusion that, 

in younger children, as many boys as girls are vulnerable to sexual abuse 

and exploitation but that boys are more reluctant to report such inci- 

dents to adults. 
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Findings from evaluation of treatment projects at the National 

Center on Child Abuse and Neglect indicate that 21 percent of the 

children treated for sexual abuse were under 12, and one project showed 
51 percent of its child clients were 11 or younger and one-third under 

6. (Urban and Rural Systems Associates Report 1980) 
Reported cases of child sexual molestation and exploitation are only 

a fraction of a much larger problem. Sometimes social scientists at- 

tempt to assess the scope of a current problem by researching the past. 

In one such retrospective survey of 1,200 college-age females, 26 per- 

cent reported a sexual experience with an adult prior to age 13. Only 

6 percent of the incidents had been reported to authorities. (Gagnon 

1965) 
Experts Roland Summit and Joanne Kryso reported in 1978 that 

between 200,000 and 300,000 cases of female child molestation occur 

in the United States each year. Other studies have put the incest figure 

much higher. 

In an in-depth report on the problem published by City on the Hill 

Press, University of California, researchers indicated that as early as 

1977 they noted a significant increase in sexual abuse of children. The 

indicator was a burgeoning rate of oral venereal disease in children 

under 5. 
In communities having a treatment program for incest and other 

sexual problems, referrals, self-reports and responses exceed these es- 

timates considerably. Well-advertised “hotlines” for sexual abuse re- 

porting and counseling are flooded with calls as soon as they begin 

operation. 

PEDERASTS 

How many pederasts are there? Since the subject is not limited 
here to deviant, unlawful acts, but also includes an examination of ex- 

periences that provide the context for sex offenses, it is even more dif- 
ficult to propose reliable statistics. 

Some psychiatrists are convinced that all males have pederastic 

tendencies but that most are not aware of any such inclination because 
the pressures and taboos of Western society require the repression of 

such desires deep into the unconscious. Those who have tested sexual 

arousal in male subjects suggest that one out of every eight males over 

18 is at least on occasion erotically aroused by young adolescent boys— 

although the percentage may vary from culture to culture. 
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Pederasts and Pornography 

A large group of pederasts are photography buffs. There are some 
who collect artistic pictures, others who keep souvenir photos, and still 
others who collect various types of pornography. 

For some pederasts, photography/pornography is a “safe” substi- 
tute for sexual contact with boys. 

According to Rossman (1976), a notable characteristic of pederast 

pornography is that, in contrast to other pornography, very little is ar- 

tificially posed. Moreover, few of the young boys are paid for appearing 

in such pictures. Whether the pornographic pictures show merely rough 

play and clowning around or explicit sexual acts, the subjects generally 

are given freedom before the camera to do whatever they wish. One 

would expect young boys to be shy in front of a camera, but many were 

excited and aroused by the photographing. 

Police have difficulty in tracing and arresting pederasts involved in 

pornography because a high percentage of the pornography is pirated 

from private collections that may be many years old. The circulation 

of such materials constitutes a sort of pederast subculture. 

It is noteworthy that many of the purveyors of this type of pornog- 

raphy are not pederastic but are simply in the business for the money. 
On the other hand, there are many men who would deny any pederastic 

tendency but buy and enjoy viewing films of boys in sex play. Pederast 

“rings” which gather around a common interest in photography are 
more likely to take pictures of boys at swim meets, or fishing, hiking, 

playing basketball or tennis. 
Parker Rossman (1976) conducted a 15-year, underground study 

of pederasts, making use of interviews, questionnaires and written 
statements from more than 1,000 pederasts and 300 adolescent boys 

who had been sexually involved with them. Following are some of his 

statistics, which were described as conservative in scope. 

The number of criminally promiscuous pederasts in the United 

States—“‘chicken hawks” who aggressively seek sex contact with boys 

age 10 to 16—may be around 50,000 (perhaps a half million in the 

world). The figure is subject to variation according to definition; sta- 

tistical confusion exists because many pederasts are listed among ho- 

mosexuals, and vice versa. 

There are at least a million American men who since age 21 have 
been involved in one or more sex acts with young teen-age boys. If in- 

cluding men who seek out and cultivate athletic physical contact with 
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boys as a substitute for the deviant intercourse they desire and fanta- 

size, the total rises by a half million to 1 million more, the study 

concluded. 
There are at least another half million males over 21 who value sex 

play with boys and believe it should not be against the law, and who 
will on one or more occasions in the future be involved with teen-age 

boys in illegal sex acts. To these potential pederasts one should add the 

large number of boys between 17 and 21 who each year enter the ped- 

erast ranks. 
As many as 10 percent of the pederasts may be involved in inces- 

tuous man-boy sex relationships. If one includes cousins, brothers, un- 

cles, and more distant relatives, pederasts who seduce members of their 

own families may be 30 percent of the total number. 

Arrest statistics are difficult to obtain and more difficult to confirm. 
Only | percent of practicing pederasts Rossman interviewed had been 

arrested. Less than 3 percent of men guilty of an indictable pederastic 

offense ever go to prison. Therefore, most pederasts tend to view the 

risk of arrest much as a speeder views the risk of an auto accident. 
The percentage of males who make sexual overtures to boys while 

segregated from women—as when away from wives and families as 

travelers or in military service—is difficult to estimate, but it appears 

that at least 2 million such American adult males have engaged in a 

deviant and illegal sexual act with a boy under 16. (Rossman 1976) 

Legal professionals, law-enforcement officials and health and child- 

welfare experts around the country are becoming increasingly con- 

cerned about the connection between the pederast and child pornog- 

raphy, child molestation and child prostitution. Though the statistics 
are indefinite, social scientists agree that the problem is growing. 
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3 
Categories 

CHILDREN AND EXPLICIT SEXUAL ACTS 

The first category of child pornography is identified as hard-core, 

sexually explicit, or bizarre pornographic materials with children as 

the subject. It covers a wide range of sexual activity, including multiple 
varieties of sexual intercourse: genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-gen- 

ital and oral-anal. The activities might be either between members of 

the same sex or with partners of the opposite sex. 

Children with Children and Adults 

Some of the pornographic films and photographs depict children in 

sexually explicit acts with other children. In his testimony at the Ari- 
zona House hearings on the Sexual Exploitation of Children in 1977, 
Sgt. Martin, of the Los Angeles Police Department, offered the follow- 

ing commentary on a film he showed the legislators: 

“As you can see, ladies and gentlemen, this film has no story line 
to it. It’s a film about 160 feet long, you’ve got two boys, approx- 
imately 8, 9 years old and two girls, I would say somewhere around 
11 or 12 in age. This is the latest thing in child pornography be- 
cause it depicts children of both sexes. If you’ll watch the boy lying 
on his back, you'll see the narcotics use, he’ll take a hit off a joint 
a couple of times. 

What this film portrays to me, it has two markets: the child 
molester and the chicken hawk market. As you will see, what’s 
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coming up very shortly here, instead of just appealing to the child 
molester, it’s also appealing to the chicken hawk. You’ve got the 
homosexual act being committed at the top and a heterosexual act 
committed at the bottom.” 

There are similar films with children engaged in explicit sexual acts 

with adults. In a court sentencing hearing in Honolulu, spectators 

viewed two eight-minute “kiddie porn” films the defendant was ac- 

cused of distributing. (McCoy 1981) 
The first film involved an adult male having sex with a girl about 

9 to 11 years old. The action began with the man watching the little 

girl playing in a park, then swiftly moved to a nude shower scene. From 

there, it moved to a bedroom, with close-up shots of the girl’s hymen 

intact, then the sex act, followed by shots of the girl’s broken and bleed- 

ing hymen. The second film, titled “Lolita Love,” depicted an 8-year- 

old girl having sex with an adult male. It focused on the fear the child 

experienced as she discovered what she was being directed to do. A 

woman, thought to be the girl’s mother, appeared in subsequent scenes. 

The girl, obviously taking directions from the two adults, reacted with 

apparent surprise and fright to an ejaculation scene. 

Children and Bestiality 

There are pornographic materials, films and photos, depicting chil- 

dren and animals in sex acts. Such materials are comparatively rare, 

but they do exist and there is some market for them. 

Children and Sadomasochism/Bondage 

There are pornographic materials, both magazines and films, which 

depict children deriving “pleasure” from being dominated, mistreated 
or physically hurt by others. These materials may involve being tied 

with chains, leather straps or other type of torture device. 

The action in the films usually includes a depiction of flagellation 

or torture by or upon the child, usually nude or in undergarments, under 

bizarre circumstances. A child who performs in bondage pictures may 
play the role of a slave in servitude to a master, an adult. 
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Children and ‘‘Discipline”’ 

Closely related to the sadomasochistic and bondage materials are 
child-discipline photographs, films and magazines. 

One magazine, titled “Child Discipline,” shows the bare buttocks 

of children being spanked. While the photographs or films may not be 

classed as true pornography, accompanying captions and scripts clearly 

portray a bizarre type of child discipline. The text, intended to help the 

adult perpetrator reach a more ecstatic orgasm, describes meticulously 

how to hit a child so as to gain maximum satisfaction. 

+ Children are represented as powerless and the adults as all-pow- 

erful. The dominant theme is that this type of discipline of children is 
sexually enjoyable and socially sanctioned by liberated members of so- 
ciety. 

These and like materials fall under prohibitive clauses of many 
states’ statutes dealing with sadomasochism. 

Children and Wet Sex 

Also related to sadomasochistic sexual activity is “wet sex,” an- 

other bizarre variety of pornography, depicting defecation or urination 

intended to sexually arouse either the person doing the act, the receiver 

or a person watching the act. 

All of the materials described here as hard-core child pornography 

are not readily available at adult bookstores; both federal and state 

statutes inhibit their over-the-counter sales. But a valued customer— 

one spending $50 or so a week in the store—might be able to buy such 

material. 
Because of stiff penalties, adult-bookstore owners and other dis- 

tributors are quite careful in selling child pornography. Such self-im- 

posed controls are not applied to’materials exchanged from hand to 
hand or through the mails. The demand for these products exists, 

though, and so the materials continue to be supplied. 

SIMULATED EXPLICIT SEXUAL ACTS 

A second type of child pornography portrays children in simulated 

explicit sexual acts. This is the kind of material that “stars” a boy too 
young to sustain an erection for intercourse. The children go through 

the motions, but the camera is employed creatively to give the illusion 

or photographic simulation. 
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This class of material includes films of young girls and boys who 

pretend to have sexual relations or pretend to masturbate to climax. 

The material is extremely difficult to buy over the counter, but it can 
be purchased from private collectors and through some mail-order 

houses. 

PSEUDO CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

One of the fastest growing types of child pornography is a pseudo 

version in which adults are cast as children engaged in explicit sexual 

activity. These films and magazines are produced for customers who 

cannot otherwise buy child pornography. The laws that make it a fel- 

ony to distribute material involving children have produced a devel- 

oping market for publications with titles such as “Teen-agers in Heat” 

and “School Girl Days,” all implying that the pictures were of young 

children or teen-agers. Actually, most of the subjects appeared to be 

between 20 and 30. 
The material in this category is available in over-the-counter sale. 

Some producers of these materials even add a “truth-in-advertising” 

touch with a cover notation that the models are over 18. 

CHILDREN AND NUDITY 

This class of pornography portrays children in the nude. The mag- 

azine may be a simple nudist publication featuring children exclu- 
sively. Or it may feature nudists of various ages intermingled. 

Critics of the laws against child pornography contend that the av- 

erage nudist family enjoys having photos taken of themselves. They say 

the nudist press is the only media in which nudists can express them- 
selves and in which nudist parks can advertise. (Most newspapers and 

telephone directories accept ads for a park or organization but reject 

listings with a nudist orientation.) Advocates of nudist organizations 

claim that 80 percent of the nudists are attracted to the parks by the 
publicity in such magazines. 

This category of materials is available by mail-order from nudist 
organizations around the country. 

In the past, some nudist magazines have not confined content to 
simple family nudity in a park-like setting. With the blurring of the 

line between soft- and hard-core pornography, publications have fea- 
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tured pictures of prepubescent girls and boys, focusing on genitalia. 
Most experts view this type of material as sexual exploitation. One rea- 

son for this view is that the pictures will be around for some time. The 
illustrations are prized by collectors of child pornography. 

The argument made by advocates of nudism is that two children 
engaged in sexual experimentation is beautiful, artistic, not obscene. 

Reference is made to two five-year-olds who wander off into a wooded 

glen to play doctor or engage in some other type of experimental sex. 

These advocates insist this activity is a natural developmental stage 
that all children pass through on the way to discovering their own sex- 
uality. 

However, there is another side to the agrument. Whenever a cam- 

era zooms in to record such an event, whether for commercial sale or 

personal enjoyment, the children lose their right to privacy. Later on, 

children seldom have control over these pictures, so each time the pic- 

ture is viewed they lose another part of their private self. 

Child nudity materials are not readily available in adult book- 

stores, but are generally available from nudist organizations. 

PSEUDO CHILD NUDIST MATERIALS 

Pseudo child nudist material, which features adults posing as chil- 

dren, makes use of environments designed to make the subjects appear 

younger than they are. For example, female models and performers 

wear their hair in pigtails or tied back in ponytail fashion, and wear 

knee socks or short shorts in poses where they are clothed. 
Again, some of the magazines described have a disclaimer on the 

cover stating that models shown are over 18. This type of material is 

available in most adult bookstores.and other places that sell hard- and 

soft-core pornography. 

SEX-EDUCATION MATERIALS 

Another growing category of materials is one characterized as sex- 

education materials designed for children and adults. 
One of the books in this group is titled Show Me! A Picture Book 

of Sex for Children and Parents (1975). The authors are a Swiss psy- 

chologist, Dr. Helga Fleischauer-Hardt, and an American photogra- 

pher, Will McBride. The text of the 176-page book includes a 32-page 
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explanation of how to use the book and the rationale behind it: “We 

are of the opinion that only an explicit and realistic presentation of sex 

can spare children fear and guilt feelings related to sexuality. For this 

reason we chose photography as a medium.” 
The rest of the book is devoted to the photographs, beginning with 

pictures of two children of about 8 who examine their anatomical dif- 

ferences and express wonder and bafflement about sex. Succeeding pic- 

tures show the developing sexuality of older children, through to 

adulthood and, finally, parenthood. 

Tom McCormack, president of St. Martin’s Press and publisher of 
the book, submitted a letter of defense to the Subcommittee on Select 

Education, House Hearings on Sexual Exploitation of Children, in June 

1977. His letter describes the book in some detail: 

“The children learn about sex by seeing it enacted by their elders. 
The photos are thoughtful, affectionate, loving, warm—and totally 
explicit, far more explicit than anything ever before devised for use 
with children. Moreover, they are not confined to depictions solely 
of copulation. They show childhood sex games, masturbation, and 
oral sex as well. Why? Because these things are a natural part of 
human sexuality, and it is intended that none of them be con- 

demned, hidden, secret, unshowable. 

The rationale behind this total explicitness is the authors’ firm con- 
viction that a completely open, relaxed and non-restrictive sexual 
education is the best way to develop a normal, happy sexuality. 
Putting it the other way around, they point out that no one is born 
with a feeling of shame, guilt, fear or anxiety about sex. It is taught 
to them. And the lesson is communicated less in this era by outright 
condemnation of sex than by silent suppression. The muzzling aura 
of taboo soon conveys its message to the growing child; he is scolded 
for touching or showing his own genitals, for looking at his sister’s, 
for repeating some sex joke he heard at school. He soon senses his 
mother would not want him looking at those pictures of naked la- 
dies that his friend has. He notices his parents’ embarrassment or 
scandal when he uses certain words or asks certain questions. In a 
burst of enlightenment, they may buy him a book about the birds 
and the bees. It’s a cartoon book and the one thing he is desperately 
looking for is the thing shielded—the Mommy and the Daddy are 
in bed together with the blankets up to their chins. Why can’t he 
see what’s going on? Is it so awful? It must be, because it is never 
shown. And never discussed in specific terms. And so the message 
gets across. 
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Some 70,000 copies of Show Me! have been sold in North America. 
It is in bookstores from coast to coast. It has received supreme praise 
and total condemnation. In many communities, the book has been called 

to the attention of the local prosecutor, who has examined it and de- 

clined to prosecute. The general opinion has been that it would be a 

waste of time and money, because conviction is impossible. 

There are strong statements that can be offered both for and against 

this type of material and this method of presentation for children. 

However, the point remains that there is an increasingly fine line be- 

tween sexually explicit materials for an adult’s entertainment and sim- 

ilar materials for a child’s education. 
Note: Prosecutors in three states—Massachusetts, New Hamp- 

shire and Oklahoma—tried the book in the courts. 
The defense of the book was based upon the Supreme Court’s opin- 

ion as expressed in Miller v. California, and supplemented in Jenkins 

v. Georgia. The Miller opinion cited three conditions that need to pre- 

vail before a book can be ruled obscene: 

1. The average person applying contemporary community stan- 

dards would find the work, as a whole, appeals to a prurient 
interest in sex. 

2. The work depicts, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct. 

3. The work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, po- 

litical or scientific value. 

The publisher won the case in all three states; the book was ruled 

not obscene. Whether the children were exploited in the photographs 

is another matter—and perhaps another case. 
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4 
Products 

There are a variety of products retailed by the child-pornography 
industry. Those categorized by print media include magazines, still 

photographs, paperback books, travel guides and listing-service man- 

uals. The category called electronic media includes films, arcade film- 

loops, slides and videotapes. The hardware category includes imple- 

ments for the adult’s stimulation or pleasure—dildos, vibrators, sim- 

ulated sex organs and various tools used by those whose tastes run to 
sadomasochistic activities. 

PRINT MEDIA 

Magazines 

Pornographic magazines probably are the most common child-por- 

nography vehicle. Unlike most other magazines, these generally are 

entirely pictorial, with little or no text. They also differ from other mag- 
azines in these respects: Absence of publication deadlines—they ap- 
pear when they appear, as produced; absence of names of the editors 
and publishers; lack of credits on photographs. And usually there are 
few or no advertisements. 

There is one other striking difference between child-pornography 
magazines and regular newsstand magazines—they cost from $10 to 

$15. 
Most such publications have short, suggestive titles—“Torrid Tots,” 

“Suckulant Youth,” “Chicken Brats,” “Little Girls,” “Adoption 

Agency Girl,” “Dirty Little Girl,” “Frightened Little Girls,” “Dirty 
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Games for Little Girls,’ Schoolmaster’s Girl,” “Slave” and “Incest, 

the Game the Whole Family Can Play.” One, titled “Moppets,” de- 

picts children 3 to 8 years old in various sexual poses; another, “Lilli- 

tots,” features children 11 to 14 similarly posed. 

Some of the magazines mix pictures of nude boys and girls; others 

show girls only or boys only. 

Story lines, if any, typically start with a park playground scene or 

a shopping mall, schoolyard or ball park—places where children com- 

monly gather without close supervision. Initial shots show the child in 

carefree play. Then the camera follows child and adult to an ice-cream 

stand or entertainment center and shows the “actors” having a won- 

derful time. Finally, the camera zooms in on an interior setting—usu- 

ally a living room or bedroom. Here, the action usually begins with sex 

play and moves to sexually explicit acts between children, or between 

children and adults. 
In some of the magazines there are obvious sadomasochistic over- 

tones. The child may be dressed as a slave, or be spanked or tied up 

with leather straps or chains as a part of the picture story line. 

Still Photographs 

In addition to making up the content of the magazines described, 

still photos are also sold as singles and used to advertise other mate- 

rials. The photographs, some black-and-white but most in color, gen- 

erally are of a fairly high quality in the technical sense. 

Paperback Books 

Pornographic books, usually paperbacks, are another primary 

product of the industry which caters to pedophiles or pederasts. These 

books, some illustrated and some written material only, are readily 

available in adult bookstores. Why these are available over the counter 

while some similar material is not seems inconsistent. Apparently the 

publishers have taken literary shelter under the umbrella of a Supreme 

Court ruling allowing all books of “serious literary and artistic value” 
to be sold openly. 

The advertisement for one of these books asks: 

What does a chicken cruiser—one who is horny, hearty, good-look- 
ing, well-educated and stuck in a small East Coast town—do to 
change his life for the better? He goes to work at a boys’ boarding 
school, of course, and lets it all hang out. 
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The foreword describes the book as “a frank, descriptive novel of 
a man who needs boys and the boys who respond to that need,” and 

‘*’ . .ona deeper level, a story about human relationships and the love 
on which they are founded.” 

To keep the book within the bounds of the court’s direction, the 

‘book moves swiftly from hard-core pornography to context of literary 

excellence. In the transition, the publisher claims that the book com- 

pares with several great literary manuscripts. The one example given 

is Gore Vidal’s “The City and the Pillar,” about a boy’s love for an- 

other boy. The publisher states that Vidal’s book, published in 1948, 

was rated high because the subject was treated with “the dignity it 
deserves.” 

A publisher of a similar book promises that it is a serious novel that 
will move the reader deeply. The book’s erotic scenes, it is explained, 

are not simply thrown in but rather grow out of the deep feelings the 
protagonist and his boys have for one another. These scenes are not 

used merely to “mechanically arouse” the lurid interest of the reader, 

the introduction to the book assures. 
Robin Lloyd, in his book “For Money or Love; Boy Prostitution in 

America” (1976), describes several of these books and concludes that 

the writers strive to impart a literary quality to descriptions of the at- 

traction boys have for men. Then, Lloyd notes: “After a page or two 

of glowing prose, the writer reverts to pornography basics—four-letter 

words to describe sexually explicit acts.” 

Some representative titles of pornographic paperbacks with chil- 

dren as the subject are: “Chicken Chaser;” “Wynter’s Tail; “Jock 
Stud;” “Buddy’s Butt;” “Do It. . . Son;” “Fun After School;” “Door 

to Door Chicken;”’ “Meat My Buddy;” “The Child Watchers;” “A Boy 

for Hire;” “Boy Nymphet;” “Boys for Dessert;” and “Male Incest.” 

Travel Guides 

One of the most significant products in the child-pornography in- 

dustry is a travel guide, aptly titled “Where the Young Ones Are.” 

Quick Press International brought this publication out in 1972 and it 

quickly sold 70,000 copies at $5 apiece. The guide lists a total of 378 
places where “the young can be found” in 59 cities and 34 states. 

Los Angeles police checked the locations listed for that city and 
found them to be as represented—places where children were congre- 

gating, and some actively hustling. 
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The guide, typewritten and mimeographed on cheap, colored paper, 

stapled together, says: 

We have tried through representatives throughout the country to 
provide an accurate listing of where the young action is today. All 
listings have been checked and verified. However, the possibility of 
error does exist due to human interpretation of such words as 
“young,” “active” and the like. 

With that disclaimer, the publisher adds a message of caution: 

The age of consent varies between state and state. Check your state 
and the states you travel through for the current status. Also, many 
communities have numerous ordinances for loitering, curfew vio- 
lations, and other activities you may engage in. Protect yourself 
and the person you would be with. Although many times you are 
morally right, you can be legally wrong. Stay happy and free to 
enjoy “Where the Young Ones Are.” 

The types of places listed are beaches, parks, amusement arcades, 

skating rinks, movie houses, pool halls, boys’ clubs, YMCAs, minia- 

ture-golf courses and restaurants. 

The current accuracy of this guidebook is debatable because of the 

time span since publication, but that’s not important. It is extra-ordi- 

nary that someone had a 34-state network to gather the data, and that 

there was a ready market of 70,000—considered excellent by current 

travel guide standards. 

Listing Service 

The Broad Street Journal is simply a listing service or ad journal 
for adults seeking children for friends, companions and sex. 

The publication would not be considered obscene by usual stan- 
dards. It contains no suggestively erotic descriptions, pictures or other 

illustrations—just numerous ads. Here are some examples: 

Gay white male, 39, sincere bachelor wants person 6 to 13 who 
needs a home and someone to care and love him as a father and 
friend. 
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Another one: 

Models between 11 and 15 in the Chicago area needed for private 
collection, pay hourly wage. 

And: 

Gay white male, 29, blond, brown, 140, six one, looking for gay 

white male, 9 to 14 for possible friend, companion, photo a must. 
Names and addresses of the advertisers are included in the ads. 

- Asa part of his job as a Los Angeles police officer, Sgt. Lloyd Mar- 

tin sometimes responded to such ads. Here is one answer he received: 

I am 35, six foot, 210 pounds. I work in a boys’ home nights where 
I have seen many beautiful and exciting sights which I am sure you 
would appreciate. By day, I work with a group of boys engaged in 
door-to-door selling. They are all between 12 and 15, my favorite 
ages, and it is pure delight to have such close association with them. 

As you can probably tell, I don’t have a great deal of time but 
I do enjoy corresponding and meeting other B.L.’s (boy love) when 
possible. So if you’re interested, drop me a line. 

I also have a pretty extensive collection of photos, slides, films 
and books which I’m sure you’d find interesting. I’ll be looking for- 
ward to hearing from you. 

The Broad Street Journal is sold only by subscription. 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

Films 

Pornographic films come in many lengths and with many themes. 

There are eight-, 16- and even 32-millimeter films. The most popular 
are the eight-millimeter reels, which may be either rented or viewed 

on the premises of adult bookstores or at similar outlets. 
Some retail outlets also rent projectors for out-of-store viewing, and 

most allow trade-ins on purchased films. Typical titles of films with 
children displayed in sexually explicit poses and acts are: “Lolita Love;” 

“Children Love;” “Lollipops #10;” and “Little Ones in Love.” 

The film “Little Ones in Love,” by Color Climax Corporation, 

Rodox Color Tecknik, features a boy and girl approximately 11 or 12 
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years old, undressing, fondling, and finally engaging in oral and vaginal 

intercourse. Throughout the movie, the girl giggles, obviously embar- 

rassed, unable to hold her head up and face the camera. She instinc- 

tively places her hands from time to time over her face and genitals. 

As in many of the child films, it is apparent that directions are being 

given to the children from the person directing the film. The sexual 

inexperience of the children in some cases is obvious. 
Many of the films show children obviously unwilling to participate, 

as they may be held down or pushed into action by other children or 

adults. ““Nymph Sex,” a 1973 film from Copenhagen, features two 
Mexican girls, a man, and a woman. When the little girl, approxi- 
mately 6 years old, positioned on the man and engaging in intercourse, 

attempts to get away, the woman keeps pushing her back into position 
(Select Committee, 1978). 

Arcade booths 

Most adults bookstores have arcade booths in which patrons can 

watch a short segment (usually one-eighth) of a film for a small 

charge—say, 25¢. The film segments are touted to be 200 feet but are 

closer to 150 feet. 
Adult-theater policy holds that whatever the customer does in the 

privacy of the arcade booth is his own affair and of no concern to the 
management. And the booths usually are equipped with a plastic bucket 

and a box of tissues for the customer’s convenience. 

Movie theaters 

Some adult-entertainment centers are billed as adult-movie the- 

aters. They may carry a variety of pornographic materials, but con- 

centrate on showing feature-length movies. Entry-fees may range from 

99¢ to $5 or $6. Films such as “Deep Throat” may command a higher 
price than lesser-known pictures. 

Most of the movies shown in these theaters use actors over 18. Oc- 

casionally the age of a certain “‘star” is questionable, but a spot check 
usually proves adult status. 

Slides 

Color slides, easy to mail or pass from hand to hand, are traded 

across country through ads in magazines and newspapers. Like base- 

ball-card enthusiasts, collectors of child pornography often swap ma- 
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terials with fellow collectors. And they have the advantage of being 
easy to hide if necessary. 

Los Angeles police recently raided a private nursery school that 

offered day-care service for children aged 2 to 9. Police found 4,000 

slide photos of nude children in the home of the school’s owners. 

Slides of nude children posed expressly to highlight genitals or show 
simulated sex acts are abundant, judging by ads in magazines and 

newspapers catering to a pedophile or pederast readership. 

; Videotapes 

With the advent of the home video camera and playback machine, 

videotapes of child pornography have become increasingly prevalent. 

Not only can people make their own “home movies” but also they can 

swap them more easily as video equipment becomes available in more 

homes. 
Authorities took three girls, ages 3, 4 and 11, from their home be- 

cause of severe sexual abuse by their parents. The father was charged 

with incest and the mother with neglect. And a large stack of video 

cassette tapes was seized. The tapes began with the girls performing a 

striptease and ended with sexual acts. The parents operated a minite- 
levision studio in their home, with their children cast as pornography 

stars. (Post 1981) 
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> 
Myths 

To better understand the child-pornography problem, some com- 

mon myths and misunderstandings need to be exposed. Half-truths and 

untruths obstruct progress toward solving the problem. There are sev- 

eral particularly enduring myths that will not quickly be broken down. 

But if we examine and discuss them, perhaps it will be a first step to- 
ward dispelling them. 

THE MATERIAL 

When reference is made to child-pornography material, we are re- 

ferring to magazines, photographs, books, films, slides and videotapes. 

Myth: Child pornography is produced in foreign countries. 
Reality: Child pornography is produced in the United States. 

Because much of the early material was produced and distributed 
in other countries, it is widely assumed that this is still the case. It isn’t, 

but there are reasons why the public still believes it. 

Because sexual mores and sex laws have traditionally been looser 

in certain West European countries—principally Denmark, Sweden, 

Holland and Germany—the first wave of “quality” child pornography 

was produced and exported from those areas. In recent years, however, 

United States Customs has cracked down on this type of import and it 
is not now as prevalent. Thorough investigative work by Robin Lloyd 

and others (1976), has revealed that much of the child pornography 
available now is produced in the United States. 
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Moreover, in a seemingly zany switch, some of this output now is 
shipped to Europe, repackaged there and mailed back to the States. 

This practice serves several purposes: 1) some consumers want exotic, 

unusual or rare material and they think this can originate only in a 

foreign atmosphere, 2) others may feel it is “OK” for foreign children 

to be involved in pornography but not for American children, and 

3) some feel it is “safer” to get such matter through the mail from 

abroad. 
Traditionally, when Americans have seen a market for a foreign 

product they have copied the product and sought to improve it. So it 

has been in child pornography. The early material from abroad was 

amateurish and technically inferior. The material produced in America 
currently has benefitted from good lighting, better paper or film, and 

improved packaging. 
A Federal Bureau of Investigation specialist in pornography, Bob 

Fitzpatrick, reported (In: Ayoob 1978) that the American versions of 
child pornography were intriguing from a purely technical viewpoint. 

He said the American-made material showed more professional pho- 

tography, better reproduction and higher quality paper stock. In com- 

paring the movies, he noted that while some were grainy eight- 

millimeter reels, like most of the foreign films, some of it was also done 

in 16-millimeter and even 70-millimeter film (the size used in most 

Hollywood movies which is considerably more costly). 

It is fairly easy to distinguish between the foreign-made and the 

domestic movies by looking at the children. Some films “star” all ex- 

otic-looking, dark-skinned children who could be from India or the 

Philippine Islands. Others appear to have used oriental-looking chil- 
dren, possibly from Hong Kong or Singapore. Still others have the look 

of Scandinavians. 

Although these photographs, films and magazines seldom identify 

their points of origin—the style of a haircut, type of shoes or under- 

clothes—can reveal a locale. By the same token, in some cases an ob- 

vious U.S. environment clearly labels the domestically-produced film 
or magazine. 

It is believed that much of the ‘““Made-in-USA” material originates 

in large cities—New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Houston—where 

young runaways easily find adults to provide for them in exchange for 
their services. 

Because there appears to be a substantial U.S. market for exotic- 

appearing child pornography, some materials produced here are pack- 

aged to imitate foreign origin. The stratagem saves considerable sums 
in postage. 
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Myth: Child pornography is cheap, flimsy, throwaway material. 

Reality: Child pornography costs a great deal and is produced well. 

Child pornography is not inexpensive material. Because of stiffer 

penalties for production and distribution, the cost of the material has 

skyrocketed. In pornography, the harder the material is to obtain and 

the more bizarre or illegal it is, the greater the cost. As one store man- 

ager put it, “We would charge whatever traffic would bear—$25 or 

$30 for a magazine, if we could get it to sell.” 
Child pornography is not flimsy, throwaway material; it is well- 

packaged. And because it is costly and hard to get, it is passed from 

hand to hand or traded back and forth through collectors. 

Myth: Child pornography features young girls primarily. 

Reality: Subjects for child pornography are about equally divided 

between girls and boys. 

In a study of 148 sex offenders of children, Nicholas Groth and 

others (1978) found that 51 percent of them selected girls as their vic- 

tims, 28 percent chose male children and 21 percent chose both. A sim- 
ilar study of child-pornography perpetrators would probably produce 

comparable percentages figures. 

Myth: Child pornography has disappeared in the past few years. 

Reality: Child pornography is harder to obtain but it is still 

available. 

Because of stiffer penalties, over-the-counter child pornography has 

become difficult to obtain. It has gone underground. Adult bookstore 

owners and managers acknowledge existence of a continuing demand 

for child pornography. And although most requests for such material 

would not be honored, certain “preferred customers” might be able to 

buy it. 

THE VICTIM 

Myth: The child is forced. 
Reality: Children, in almost all situations, go along with the 

activity. 

This is one of the most widely held myths about child pornography 

as well as other forms of child sexual abuse. Most children, perhaps as 

many as 95 percent, go along with the perpetrator without complaining 
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or informing. The perpetrator is giving the child something in ex- 

change—attention, affection, perhaps even more importantly, simple 

friendship and understanding. Children are willing victims because 

whatever is offered in exchange for sexual exploitation is perceived as 

having value. Their needs are being met—they see it as a reasonable 

trade-off. 

Myth: The child will tell peers or parents or teachers. 

Reality: The child usually tells no one. 

Another popular assumption is that if children have a pornographic 

experience they will immediately report it to their peers, parents or 
teachers; that if a child has been frightened, surprised or embarrassed 

by an incident, he or she may express these fears. This does not happen 

because the “horrifying experience” is not the perpetrator’s mode of 
operation. The process consists of gaining the child’s trust and confi- 

dence over a period of time, a period during which no sexual relation- 

ship is expressed or requested. The child must become indebted to the 

perpetrator in some way before a sexual relationship is attempted. 

After the child is deeply involved, it is much more difficult to ex- 

plain or describe the experience to parents or teachers because by that 

time there probably are either guilt feelings or fears of reprisal—or 

both. The perpetrator may have threatened that horrible things will 

happen to the child if “their secret” gets out. 

Offenders who use children and then pay them and send them on 

their way run greater risks of having the child reveal the incident. How- 

ever, if the perpetrator takes the child out for ice cream or to a show 

or helps fix a bike or build a go-cart, the child usually doesn’t tell. Per- 

petrators have said that “if you can show children that you care for 

them just for themselves, you both have a good thing going.” 

Myth: The child is paid a large sum of money. 

Reality: The child is seldom paid money for participating in 
pornography. 

The child who becomes involved in pornography usually is partic- 

ipating through a desire to please the adult perpetrator. For the very 
young child, money has little, if any, value. In his book on child pros- 

titution, Robin Lloyd tells of an exception to the small-pay rule: A boy 

who was earning more money than he knew what to do with—he 

couldn’t take it home because questions would be asked about it, and 

he did not consider banking a viable option—simply gave it out to 
friends. 
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A child may be paid by having an adult’s understanding ear avail- 

able when needed. Or payment may lie in having a sympathetic friend 

who praises and teases and makes the child laugh. Money, except by 

way of providing food, clothes or travel, rarely is the form of pay in 
child pornography. 

THE PERPETRATOR 

Myth: The perpetrator is a “dirty old man.”’ 

Reality: The perpetrator is neither dirty nor old. 

The common perception of the child offender—an old man in a 

trench coat huddled on a street corner and holding a bag of candy—is 
out of accord with information gained in investigations into sexual ex- 

ploitation of children. Offenders range widely in age, come from all 

socioeconomic groups, have various occupations, take regular showers 

and wear clean clothes. 
Some people associate sexual attraction to children with senility. 

In the study by Groth and others (1978), the child offenders ranged 

from age 14 to 73, with nearly three-fourths (71 percent) of the sub- 

jects under 35. Only | percent of the subjects were over 55 and they 
showed no signs of senility. 

Myth: The perpetrator is a stranger to the child. 
Reality: Most victims know the perpetrator. 

Parents and educators often caution children to beware of strangers 
lurking in dangerous places to prey on unsuspecting victims. The more 

likely circumstance is that the offender knows the victim at least cas- 

ually. Some studies indicate that 85 to 90 percent of the victims have 
had some contact with the adult previous to any sexual encounter. 

Myth: The perpetrator is alcoholic or addicted to other drugs. 
Reality: Although drugs may be used, they are not critical to in- 

cidence of the offense. 

Some perpetrators claim, particularly in court, that their offense 

occurred only because they were intoxicated or high on drugs. It is 
commonly believed, too, that sexual offenses against children must occur 

in connection with drug orgies. Evidence points to an opposite conclu- 

- sion. Though perpetrators may make drugs available to their victims, 

might even encourage drug use, one study (Groth 1978) reported less 
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than one-third (30 percent) of the offenders were considered drug de- 

pendent. Two-thirds abstained altogether. There did not seem to be any 

particular significance to the role of alcohol in the child sex offense. 

Myth: The perpetrator is sexually frustrated. 

Reality: A majority of perpetrators have normal sexual relation- 

ships with adult partners. 

It is sometimes reasoned that an offender must turn to a child for 

release of pent-up sexual drives because no other choices are available. 

In a 1977 study of the motivations of child sex offenders, Nicholas Groth 
and Ann Burgess determined that sexuality was not the underlying issue 

in the offenses. Power and control appeared to be the prime motivation. 

The offenders needed to affiliate with someone who did not threaten 

their feelings of competency and adequacy. In short, they chose chil- 

dren because they felt they could control the situation and not risk re- 

jection or ridicule. 
Several studies of child sex offenders have reported that “protective 

marriages” seem to be in place for about 50 percent of those studied. 

It seems that sexual encounters with children coexisted with sexual 

contacts with adults. 

Myth: The perpetrator is insane or retarded. 

Reality: Perpetrators are neither psychotics nor persons with low 
intelligence. 

One of the most common stereotypes of the child sex offender is 

that of a madman, of low intelligence. The fact is that there is a small 

percentage, perhaps 5 percent, who might be considered psychotic, but 

the majority fall within normal personality ranges. Based on standard 

intelligence tests, such as the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale, most 

sex offenders compare with the normal range of society. In fact, some 
subjects score within the bright-to-superior intelligence range. Most 

child offenders do not appear significantly different from non-offenders. 

THE PROBLEM 

Myth: Child pornography occurrences are single, isolated incidents. 

Reality: Sexual exploitation occurs over and over again. 

News stories about children involved in pornography or other sex- 

ual abuse sometimes give an impression that the occurrence is rare and 

extreme, and probably would not occur again. The evidence is, that 
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such incidents do occur over and over. A situation exists in which only 

the most bizarre or incriminating stories get the headlines, leaving a 

poorly informed public to draw faulty conclusions. 

Most offenders who are caught admit to previous involvement in 

child sex offenses. The Groth study found 25 percent of offenders to be 
“first offenders” by legal definition. However, the study noted, rarely 
did a first conviction represent a first offense. Because child pornog- 

raphy and sexual abuse are such under-reported crimes, only a small 
number of offenders are caught in a first offense. 

* Myth: Child pornography situations occur suddenly—out of the 
blue. 

Reality: Child pornography situations develop gradually, over a 
period of time. 

One of the obstacles to solving the problem of child pornography 
is the idea that these situations occur instantaneously and are short- 

lived. The fact is, the perpetrator must gain a child’s trust and confi- 

dence, and this takes time, even considering the inexperience and na- 

iveté of young children. 
Lloyd Martin, a Los Angeles authority on child sexual exploitation, 

has stated that the child molester seduces a victim much as a man woos 
woman—starting with friendly talk about school or sports and moving 

to suggestive connotations and sexual hints. Similarly, the child of- 

fender may begin with casual touching and caressing and later get 

around to touching the child’s genitals and encouraging reciprocal ac- 

tion. Over a period of time the child may be shown pornography de- 
picting children near his or her age, and told something along the line 

that: “If it is all right for those kids to do those things, it is OK for you, 

too.” Pornography is used to lower the child’s resistance or inhibitions. 

Myth: Nothing can be done to stop child pornography. 

Reality: There are many steps available to the public to stop this 

crime. 

Probably the biggest obstacle in the path of stopping child pornog- 
raphy is the attitude that the problem is too complex to solve. Because 

so little is known about the nature and scope of child pornography and 

because there is reluctance to get involved in child-advocacy issues, child 

pornography continues to flourish. Steps that can be taken toward 
eliminating the crime of child pornography are outlined in subsequent 

chapters of this book (see chapters 12, 13 and 14). 
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It is needful to separate fact from fiction—myth from reality—in 
order to dispel the stereotypes and misconceptions surrounding child 

pornography and sexual exploitation. When we begin to understand 
some of the motivations of the offender and needs of the victim, we will 

be in a position to help both toward a more wholesome life. 
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6 
History 

CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 

The history of child pornography is tied closely to the history of 

adult pornography and activities concerning obscenity. Over the years, 

the highest courts in the land have debated literary and social values, 

or lack of them, in certain pieces of literature. 

A century ago, most Americans adhered to the Victorian ethic, a 

precise system of morality inspired by and named for Great Britain’s 

Queen Victoria. In keeping with that stern, family-oriented moral code, 

and with its expectation of respectability for respectability’s sake, re- 

ligious and civic groups in this country conducted an unceasing cam- 

paign against impropriety. It was widely held that an unguarded look, 

word, gesture or photograph might plant the seed of corruption in an 

innocent heart. 
That era is history now, but some Americans still share a staunch 

Victorian spirit and intent, at least in regard to pornography. To know 

where we stand on the issue now, we need to review events leading to 

the present stance. 

The crime of creating or distributing “obscene” sexual materials 

dates from the 18th century. Events leading to the statutory prohibi- 

tions were similar in nature to events and legal actions in England at 

that time. The following chronology traces the shaping of U.S. laws 

and philosophical consideration of obscenity and pornography. 
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1711—A Massachusetts statute was passed which recited that: 

“Evil communication, wicked, profane, impure, filthy and obscene 
songs, composures, writings or prints do corrupt the mind and are 
incentives to all manner of impieties and debaucheries, more es- 
pecially when digested, composed or uttered in imitation or in mim- 
icking of preaching, or any other part of divine worship,” and which 
prohibited the ““composing, writing, printing or publishing of any 
filthy, obscene or profane song, pamphlet, libel or mock-sermon, in 
imitation of preaching, or any other part of divine worship.” 

(Report 1970) 

This statute is associated with prosecution of anti-religious 

writings but also dealt with sexual materials then being imported 

from England. The first recorded prosecution under the statute, 

however, was in 1821. The other colonies appear to have left sexual 

matter unregulated for about a century, even though there was evi- 

dence that such materials were in circulation. 

1815—The first U.S. obscenity case arose in Pennsylvania. A private 

showing for profit (a picture of a man and woman in an “indecent 

posture”) was found to be in violation of public decency. 

1821—The publisher of the novel “Fanny Hill” was found guilty under 

both the colonial statute and the common law. Also in that year, 

Vermont became the first state to pass an obscenity law. 

1834—Connecticut enacted a similar law. 

1835—Massachusetts amended and broadened its statute, lessened its 

tie to anti-religious works and defined the obscene to be works 

“manifestly tending to the corruption of the morals of youth” (Re- 

port 1970). Many subsequent laws emphasized that the overall 

purpose of this legal work was to protect the moral development of 
American youth. 

As various states adopted statutes to govern obscenity, more 

and more Americans were becoming literate and beginning to par- 

take of free universal education. At this same time, church influ- 

ence over community life was beginning to decline. 

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in his classic study, “Democracy 
in America” (1835): 
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Attempts have been made by some governments to protect morality 
by prohibiting licentious books. In the United States, no one is pun- 
ished for (writing these) . . . books, but no one is induced to write 
them; not because all the citizens are immaculate in conduct, but 

because the majority of the community is decent and orderly. 

It probably was an accurate assessment of the moral climate 
in mid-19th-century America. 

1842—The US. government took its first action against pornographic 

. 

material by passing the Tariff Act, which prohibited importation 

of indecent and obscene prints, paintings, lithographs, engravings 
and transparencies. 

As in other wars to come, the Civil War years saw the first 
significant production of American-made pornography. Soldiers, 

far from home, created a ready market. The Tariff Act had been 

designed to keep the naughty French postcard in France, but it also 

had some effect on the newly emerging American smut industry. 

1865—Congress passed the first mail obscenity legislation. It barred 

obscene literature from the mails but failed to impower the Post 

Office to stop the traffic. However, violators were subject to a $500 
fine and/or a year in jail. 

1868—Enforcement of both state and federal obscenity statutes was 

lax until a Connecticut-born grocery clerk named Anthony Com- 

stock joined forces with the Young Men’s Christian Association to 

push for stronger legislation to prohibit the distribution of obscene 

literature. They formed the Committee for the Suppression of Vice, 
and Comstock became the panel’s Washington lobbyist. 

1873—Pressure by the Comstock Committee moved Congress to 
broaden provisions of the 1865 Mail Act, and Comstock was ap- 
pointed special agent in charge of enforcing the law. In two years 
the Post Office reported seizing and destroying 134,000 pounds of 

books, 194,000 pictures, 5,000 packs of playing cards and 60,000 

rubber articles (Thomas, 1979). The courts moved quickly to pros- 
ecute publishers of pornographic books. But then, as now, dealers 
in erotica needed only to exercise a little discretion to stay in 

business. 
Following the federal lead, states that had not done so soon 

passed obscenity statutes, and by the end of the century 30 states 

had laws against distribution of obscene materials. 

53 



1900—At the turn of the century, some societies like the Comstock 

Committee, aligned themselves with the Progressive Movement. As 

Progressives zeroed in on the issues of sweatshops and adulterated 
foods, crusading vice groups sought to rid cities of the evils of ob- 

scene books, magazines and pictures. Both forces lost ground, how- 

ever, in the libertine environment of the Roaring ’20s. 

1912—The term “‘pedophilic erotica” was introduced to label behavior 

which manifests abnormal sexual desire for children. Although pe- 
dophilia literally means love of children, it has generally been used 

to signify sexual deviance. From the early 1900s on, it has been 

agreed that an adult who receives gratification from sexual inti- 

macies with a child is legally and psychologically abnormal. 

1922—Perseveringly stemming the tide of the carefree ’20s, the reform 

societies launched a “clean book” movement aimed at importation 

of obscene material. Anti-pornography groups applied pressure to 

keep out the writings of Balzac, Voltaire, Rabelais, Boccaccio, 

Rousseau and the Greek comic playwright Aristophanes. 

1934—The most celebrated obscenity-v.-art case involved James Joyce’s 

“Ulysses.” The U.S. Post Office called the book obscene and banned 

it, but federal judges Agustus and Learned Hand, joined in a ma- 

jority decision that removed the ban. 

1938—The Catholic Bishops of the United States established the Na- 

tional Office for Decent Literature to coordinate efforts to do away 

with literature considered threatening to the moral and social life 

of the nation. The group’s list of objectionable books, sent to 20,000 

subscribers, included those of authors Erskine Caldwell, John Dos 

Passos, William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Aldous Huxley, 

D. H. Lawrence, John O’Hara, J. D. Salinger and Emile Zola. The 

Catholic Church later set up the Legion of Decency to censor mo- 
tion pictures. 

1942—The Supreme Court excluded obscene material from First- 
Amendment protection, a decision that, in effect, shifted judicial 

focus essentially to definition of obscenity. That task to this day 

has continued to be frustrating. For example, blasphemous or sac- 

rilegious expressions or scatological profanities have not been viewed 

as obscene by the court. On the other hand, violence, when linked 

with sex, has been found obscene. 
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1949—A Pennsylvania trial judge, Curtis Bok, in ruling that works 

seized by Philadelphia police were not obscene, held that a book 

should be judged as a whole. The standard, he said, should not be 

the most susceptible person in society but rather the average mod- 

ern reader. Books seized in the Philadelphia case included James 
Farrell’s “Studs Lonigan Trilogy,” Faulkner’s “Sanctuary” and 

“Wild Palms,” Caldwell’s ““God’s Little Acre,” and Harold Rob- 

bins’ “Never Love a Stranger.”” Supreme Court Justice Felix 

Frankfurter, in a majority opinion reversing a Michigan court rul- 

ing, stated: “(we would) reduce the adult population of Michigan 

to reading only what is fit for children.” (Bullough and Bullough 
1977) 

1957—The landmark Supreme Court decision in Roth v. United States 

was an attempt to define obscenity. Samuel Roth was a New York 

writer and publisher who had been prosecuted in the 1930s for sell- 
ing Joyce’s “Ulysses,” Arthur Schnitzler’s “Reigen,” and Sir Rich- 

ard Burton’s translation of “The Perfumed Garden.” In 1955 he 
again was indicted in New York for distributing the magazines 

“American Aphrodite,” “Photo and Body” and “Good Times.” 

Though the high court held that obscenity was not protected by the 
Constitution, it ruled that prurient interest had to be considered. 

Reaffirming that obscene material does not have First Amend- 

ment guarantees, Justice William J. Brennan Jr. wrote on behalf 

of a five-member majority: 

. . . All ideas having even the slightest redeeming social impor- 
tance—unorthodox ideas, even ideas hateful to the prevailing cli- 
mate of opinion—have the full protection of the guarantees, unless 
excludable because they encroach upon the limited area of more 
important interests. But implicit in the history of the First Amend- 
ment is the rejection of obscenity as utterly without redeeming so- 
cial importance. 

Brennan then set forth a definition of obscenity and a standard 

for determining what was obscene: 

. . . (S)ex and obscenity are not synonymous. Obscene material is 
material which deals with sex in a manner appealing to prurient 
interest. The portrayal of sex, e.g., in art, literature, and scientific 
works, is not itself sufficient reason to deny material the constitu- 
tional protection of freedom of speech and press. . . . It is there- 
fore vital that the standards for judging obscenity safeguard the 
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protection of freedom of speech and press for material which does 
not treat sex in a manner appealing to prurient interest. 

(Congressional Quarterly’s Guide to the Supreme Court 1979) 

After the Roth decision, the court grew increasingly frag- 

mented on obscenity questions. Seldom did a majority agree on ap- 

plication of a single standard to the materials in question. 

1959—D. H. Lawrence’s novel, “‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover,” had been 

barred from the country since its publication in 1928. In 1959, Grove 

Press published the book and announced intention to place several 
cartons in the mail. The books were immediately seized by the post- 

master in New York. In overturning the Post Office ban on July 

21, 1959, U.S. District Court Judge Frederick Van Pelt Bryan 

wrote: “A work of literature published and distributed through 

normal channels by a reputable publisher stands on quite different 

footing from hard-core pornography furtively sold for the purpose 
of profiting by the titillation of the dirty-minded.” (Congressional 

Quarterly’s Guide to the Supreme Court 1979) 

1960—In the 1960s, a more liberal view of pornography emerged 

throughout the country. Magazines once considered racy could be 

bought in increasingly diverse markets, and hard-core erotica was 

sold openly in numerous specialty shops. The line between soft- and 

hard-core sex began to blur and public attitude toward pornogra- 

phy was relaxing. 

1964—In Jacobellis v. Ohio, a,controversial motion picture imported 
from France was ruled to be not obscene. 

1966—In a Massachusetts court case, John Cleland’s overtly sexual 

novel, “Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure” (“Fanny Hill’’) was 
found not obscene. 

—Ginzburg v. United States, another landmark decision, seemed 

to mark a halt to the Supreme Court’s liberalization trend. In that 

case, the court held that material which was not obscene in and of 

itself could be prohibited under a general statute on pandering. 

The ruling was considered one of the most puzzling decisions 

to date. The court upheld, 5 to 4, the conviction of publisher Ralph 

Ginzburg, who had been found guilty of sending obscene materials 

through the mails. The ruling indicated the Ginzburg’s publica- 

tions might have been acceptable if judged in ‘“‘other contexts,” but 
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upheld the conviction because “‘each of the accused publications 

was originated or sold as stock in trade of the sordid business of 

pandering . . . to the erotic interest of their customers.” The de- 

cision left a question, though, on what was considered to be 
pandering. 

1967—The U.S. Commission on Obscentiy and Pornography was es- 

tablished when Congress determined traffic in obscenity to be a 

matter of national concern. The 18-member commission was 
charged with four tasks: 1) to analyze pornography-control laws 

- and evaluate and recommend definitions of obscenity; 2) to assess 

traffic, methods of distribution and volume of pornography; 3) to 

study the effects of pornography on the public, especially minors, 

and its relationship to crime and other anti-social behavior; and 

4) to recommend legislation and actions deemed necessary to reg- 

ulate the flow of such traffic without interfering with constitutional 

rights. 

The commission authorized several studies to get more infor- 

mation on pornography and prepared a report which was issued in 
September, 1970. 

In December, the U.S. Postal Service was instrumental in get- 

ting legislation to curb mailing of pornographic advertisements. 
Congress enacted the Anti-Pandering Statute, under the Postal 

Reorganization Act, which became effective April 14, 1968. This 

statute provided that any person who receives an advertisement for 

material he views as erotically arousing or sexually provocative may 

request the Postal Service to order the sender to remove the recip- 

ient’s name from the sender’s mailing list. The U.S. Supreme Court 

has upheld the constitutionality of the statute. 

1968—69—The “flower children” era reached its peak in the Haight- 

Ashberry District of San Francisco, where runaways from all over 

the country converged. This seemed to be a turning point for phil- 

osophical arguments against sexual license. 

1970—Enactment of the Postal Reorganization Act provided penalties 
for mailing sexually oriented advertisements. The law also required 
the Postal Service to keep a list of persons who did not want un- 

solicited sexually oriented ads, and prohibited the mailing of such 

material to any person whose name has been on the list for more 

than 30 days. 
During the post-World War II era, those inclined to capitalize 

on natural curiosity in sexual matters were quick to recognize the 
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potential afforded by direct-mail advertising. As the pornographer 

increased use of the mails and became adept at producing increas- 
ingly salacious brochures, American homes were deluged with un- 

solicited offensive advertising matter. Eventually, the public reacted 

to what amounted to an invasion of privacy; in 1970 the Postal Ser- 
vice received 284,266 complaints from incensed customers. 

The National Commission on Obscenity and Pornography is- 

sued its final report. Basically, the commission recommended re- 

peal of laws prohibiting the sale, exhibition and distribution of 

offensive material to consenting adults. The panel concluded that: 

1) there was no evidence linking exposure to explicit sexual ma- 

terial to juvenile delinquency and criminal behavior, 2) a majority 

of Americans did not favor censorship laws, 3) repeal of these laws 

would not increase the availability of obscene materials, and 4) there 

was no evidence that exposure to pornography adversely affected 

moral attitudes. (Report 1970) 

Three members of the commission—two clergymen and an ap- 
pointee of then-President Nixon—dissented from the majority 

opinion, which they viewed as protective of the pornography busi- 

ness. The Senate, by a 60—5 vote, rejected the commission’s con- 

clusions, and Nixon denounced its advice, vowing that so long as 

he was in the White House there would be no relaxation of the 

effort to eliminate smut from national life. 

In defense of the report, W. Cody Wilson, executive director 
of research for the commission, pointed out that similar commis- 

sions in five other nations—Denmark, Sweden, West Germany, 

Great Britain and Israel—had reached essentially the same con- 

clusions and recommendations. 

Minority reports continued to crop up, nevertheless. The stud- 

ies Commissioned were replicated and the results were flatly op- 
posite. The report remains a subject of controversy. 

1973—Another landmark decision (Miller v. California) specified cri- 

teria to be used in determining whether material was legally ob- 

scene. For the first time since its 1957 Roth-v.-U.S. decision, a 

Supreme Court majority agreed on guidelines for separating ob- 
scenity from constitutionally protected speech. 

However, the confusion that resulted regarding interpretation 

of the Miller case caused difficulty in enforcing laws relating to 

pornography. The court’s aim was to delineate criteria under which 
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a work could be considered obscene. However, the words “legal of- 

fensiveness” and the psycho-legal explanations of the term “pru- 

rient interest” have created more confusion than clarity. 

Although the Miller decision was not quite what the conserv- 
ative justices had in mind, even the liberal justices have said that 

the first Amendment is not infringed by anti-obscenity laws—par- 

ticularly those aimed at safeguarding children or preventing the 

display of unwanted pornography to a captive audience. 

Basically, the court endorsed a new standard for determining 

what was obscene. The ruling gave state governments more latitude 

to ban obscene materials than did the Roth test. Writing for a five- 
member majority Chief Justice Warren Burger held that states 

could regulate “works which depict or describe sexual conduct. . . 

in a patently offensive way, and which, taken as a whole, do not 
have serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.” Under 

this standard, Burger said, the majority intended to exclude only 

hard-core materials from First-Amendment protection. As a 
guideline, he suggested that such materials were those which in- 

clude patently offensive representations or descriptions of ultimate 

sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated and patently 

offensive representations or descriptions of masturbation, excretory 

functions, and lewd exhibition of the genitals. (Congressional 

Quarterly’s Guide to the Supreme Court 1979) 

The court retreated from its earlier position in Roth that ma- 

terials, to be obscene, must be utterly without redeeming social im- 

portance. But it established the idea that local standards should be 
applied by lower courts in deciding what constitutes obscene ma- 

terial. “It is neither realistic nor constitutionally sound to read the 

First Amendment as requiring that the people of Maine or Mis- 

sissippi accept public depiction, or conduct found tolerable in Las 

Vegas or New York City,” Burger wrote. 
Legitimate problems with the protection of free speech remain, 

particularly regarding protection of children and unwilling audi- 
ences. In the years since Miller v. California, civil libertarians have 

fought against government interference with the first Amendment. 

The American Civil Liberties Union has called for protection of 
obscenity under the first Amendment, excepting the “unwilling au- 

dience”’ clause. 
In the Miller decision, the Supreme Court retreated further on 

the obscenity issue. The justices abandoned a national standard for 
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what constituted obscenity in favor of allowing local communities 

to re-establish their own guidelines. 
August—In Houston, Texas, 27 young boys were brutally mur- 

dered by three sadists. Police estimated that the trio had actually 

had sexual contact with as many as 300 other boys. That pornog- 

raphy had a role in the killings went almost without saying, Hous- 

ton police reported. 
September—lIn Dallas, police uncovered a call-boy ring that 

offered its members a catalog of young boys seeking “sponsors.” 

The catalog listed the names of thousands of youngsters. 
October—Los Angeles police arrested two men for selling mov- 

ies of young boys engaged in homosexual acts. Subsequently, an 

investigation was begun to determine whether there was any con- 

nection with the Houston murders. 
November—The Los Angeles police charged 14 adults with a 

total of 90 crimes against a group of boys, all under 13. The young- 

est was 6. The charges included molestation and the production of 

pornographic books and movies. Police found no evidence to link 

the Los Angeles group with the Houston murders, however. 

—Police in Union City, N.J., raided a hotel room and found 

eight near-naked boys whose average age was 12. Three 

adults were arrested for prostituting children. 

—Citizens of San Antonio, Texas read that a grand jury had 

reported boy prostitution was big business in their city and 

that it was possibly under syndicate control. (Lloyd 1976) 

1974—Jenkins v. Georgia. The Supreme Court moved away from the 

community-standard position when it overturned a jury’s finding 

that the movie “Carnal Knowledge” was obscene. Holding that local 

juries did not “have unbridled discretion” to determine what is of- 

fensive, the court found nothing in the movie to fit its Miller stan- 

dards for hard-core obscenity. 

1976—Several local communities used the Miller interpretation to 

prosecute individuals who had little connection with their com- 
munity. Harry Reems, the co-star of ““Deep Throat,” a movie de- 

picting oral-genital sex, was convicted in Memphis, Tenn., for his 
part in the movie. Reems had never been in Memphis but the 1972 

film had been shown there. Also in 1976, Al Goldstein, publisher 

of “Screw” magazine, was prosecuted in Wichita, Kan., though he 

had never been in Kansas and his magazine was not sold in Wichita. 
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The Los Angeles Police Department created a task force to 
study the problem of sexually exploited children. Resultant inves- 

tigations revealed a pattern of sexual abuse, and pointed up the 

need for specialists capable of conducting thorough inquiries into 

the exploitation. The need was acknowledged by the department, 
the city council and concerned citizens. 

1977—Larry Flynt, publisher of “Hustler,” a male-oriented magazine, 

was convicted in Cincinnati for engaging in organized crime and 

pandering obscenity. His conviction resulted from a state statute 

+ that defined organized crime as the participation of five or more 

people in an illegal activity for profit. (For purposes of the trial, 

obscenity was defined as an organized crime.) 

The accumulated evidence from the Los Angeles task force on 

sexually exploited children spurred the creation of a special unit 

within the police department’s Juvenile Division. 
The federal Protection of Children Against Sexual Exploita- 

tion Act incorporated the term “obscene” into the legislation de- 

signed to control child pornography. Apparently bypassing the 
constitutional hurdles of the First Amendment, the bill incorpo- 
rated a dual approach—penalizing child-pornography producers 

for abuse, while focusing at the same time on the issue of obscenity 

to get at sale and distribution of the material. The law prohibited 

use of children under 16 in any sexually explicit way. In addition, 

the Mann Act (a 1948 law barring interstate transportation of fe- 

males under 18 for prostitution) was broadened to include boys. 

1978—Postal Service efforts to halt the flow of pornography through 

the mails had been fairly effective. From a 1970—71 peak of 284,266 

complaints, the number had dropped to 30,000 in 1977-78. 

The Supreme Court ruled that the Federal Communications 

Commission could prohibit the broadcasting of language that was 

not legally obscene but nonetheless “offensive.” The case, FCC v. 

Pacifica Foundation, involved a recorded monologue by comedian 
George Carlin broadcast in 1970 by a Pacifica-owned radio station. 

In the 12-minute soliloquy, titled “Filthy Words,” Carlin discussed 

seven words “you can’t say on the public airwaves. . . .” 

Writing for the majority, Justice John Paul Stevens held that 

“indecent material presented over the airwaves confronts the citi- 

zen, not only in public, but also in the privacy of the home, where 

the individual’s right to be let alone plainly outweighs the First- 

Amendment rights of the intruder”. (FCC v. Pacifica Foundation 

1978) 
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Paul Ira Ferber, Manhattan pornography store owner, was ar- 

rested and sentenced to 45 days in jail for selling to undercover 

police officers, two nonobscene films depicting young boys perform- 

ing various sex acts. He complained that his First Amendment right 

to free speech had been violated. 

1981—The New York State Court of Appeals ruled that a section of 

the state’s child pornography law was unconstitutional. Because the 

New York law is similar to that of nearly half of the states, this 
decision had national implication. 

The New York law said: 
‘““A person is guilty of promoting a sexual performance by a 

child when, knowing the character and content thereof, he pro- 

duces, directs, or promotes any performance which includes sexual 

conduct by a child less than 16 years of age.” 
“Promotion” was defined as including mailing, distribution, at- 

tempts to manufacture and sell, and advertising. 

In striking down the law, the New York Court of Appeals also 

overturned the conviction of Manhattan pornography store owner 

Paul Ira Ferber. 

A complicating and dangerous problem of misreporting the ac- 

tion resulted in the belief by some that it was suddenly legal to use 

children in pornography. This was not true; the decision did not 

legitimize filming children in sexual performance. Those who em- 

ploy or induce a child to engage in proscribed forms of sexual con- 

duct were still subject to felony prosecution. What the court did 

say was that the law cannot prohibit sale or distribution of mate- 

rials portraying children unless the materials are found to be 
obscene. 

The obvious problem is enforcement. In effect, the ruling takes 

the teeth out of the existing law because it is difficult, if not im- 

possible, to locate and prosecute pornographers in the act of pho- 

tographing children. It is equally difficult to prove obscenity, 

because “community standards” vary widely. This court decision 

appears to take several steps backward in the march toward pro- 

tecting America’s children from sexual exploitation. 

1982 May—The Supreme Court heard arguments for and against the 

child pornography law that had been challenged by the New York 

Court of Appeals. 

July—The Supreme Court ruled unanimously on a landmark 

decision that encouraged sweeping curbs on child pornography. 
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Over the years, no right has been defended by the court more vig- 
orously than that of free speech. Yet exceptions have been carved 

out to allow limits in some areas, including incitement to riot, def- 

amation and obscenity. Now there was one more: child pornogra- 

phy. Written descriptions of youthful sex remained covered by the 

normal obscenity standards. The court’s new rule on children in 

pictures or live performances rests not on shielding the public from 

such material, but on the need to protect the children. Wrote Jus- 

tice Byron White: “The prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse 

of children constitutes a government objective of surpassing 

importance.” 

The Court cited numerous studies of the harm suffered by chil- 

dren who are forced or persuaded to perform sexually in front of a 
camera. Said White: “It has been found that sexually exploited 
children are unable to develop healthy affectionate relationships in 

later life, have sexual dysfunctions and have a tendency to become 

sexual abusers as adults.”’ He also noted that a youngster is unable 

to prevent the invasion of his privacy that occurs each time the film 

or book is viewed. (No such invasion occurred at the Court during 
consideration of this case; the Justices concluded that they could 

rule without studying Paul Ira Ferber’s films). 

White acknowledged the risks to legitimate publications con- 

taining pictures of nude children and to other works that are por- 

nographic only in isolated segments. ““Yet we seriously doubt,” he 

argued, that more than “a tiny fraction” of worthwhile materials 
would be involved. Not everyone shared the Court’s optimism on 

that score. Said Herald Price Fahringer, who represented Ferber: 

“This decision could inspire more censorship, and I find that 

alarming.” 
But critics who fear that medical texts and even National Geo- 

graphic might be denied constitutional protection would be mis- 

reading the decision. And the use of teenage models in suggestive 
ads would probably not be affected since there is no display of ac- 

tual or simulated sex. Books like Show Me!, however, which use 

explicit photographs to teach children about sex, might prompt 
prosecutions. In any event, the Court made its point unflinchingly: 
it is willing to risk excesses of prosecution in order to stamp out the 

excesses of pornographers who exploit children. 

The decisions of the Supreme Court and significant events of 

the past have blended together to shape the present as well as the 

future. 
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As printed literature has become freer from censorship, so have 

other communications media. But there is a distinct descending 

order in this respect: literary works are freer than theatrical ones, 

and the stage is freer than the movies or large-circulation maga- 

zines. The largest mass media—radio and television—have the 

tightest limitations. 

Perhaps the “unwilling audience” as tested in the Miller case 
has something to do with this descending order. Although radio 

and television may use self-imposed guidelines, usually compatible 
with FCC rules, they program to the largest audience, some of which 

may be categorized as “unwilling,” for example, by way of passing 

through a store, or being in a hospital, school, or other place where 

a television set or radio is on. 
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Victims 

PROFILE 

Attempts to draw a profile of the child-pornography victim seem 
foredoomed to error and frustration. Scarcity of common character- 

istics or similarities make it impractical if not futile to try to paint a 

composite picture of the victim. 

Even those experts in the area of child pornography disagree on 

victims’ background and personality characteristics. The one thing they 

do agree on is that victims come from all ethnic, economic and religious 

backgrounds. 

Ethnicity 

Few minority children are seen in the magazines, but some black 

and brown children appear in the films and still photos. One reason for 

this imbalance may be because the predominantly white, male clientele 

favors Anglo-looking boys and girls. Another reason may be because 

much of the early child pornography came from Scandinavian coun- 

tries and featured light-skinned children. A third reason may be that 
those features are thought to characterize softness and submissiveness, 

features especially attractive to this clientele. 

Economic Status 

Some experts, particularly peace officers who work with “street” 

youth, suggest there is a disproportionately high percentage of victims 
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from well-to-do families. This is substantiated in some of the research, 

but it does not seem to be a significant factor; children from every in- 

come level become victims. 

Religious Orientation 

Children having a strong religious orientation, particularly with 

family participation, tend not to become involved with pornography. 

However, those who do become involved represent all religious 

backgrounds. 

There are several important points to keep in mind concerning the 

profile of child-pornography victims. First, in many instances they are 

“willing” participants; willing in the sense that they are persuaded to 

engage in this activity, not seized on the streets and forced to participate. 

A second point is that these children are not criminals—they are 

victims of exploitation. Although they may be seeking attention and 

affection in the wrong places and in the wrong way, their quest derives 

from basic need. A third point is that after becoming involved they 

begin to suffer from guilt feelings, humiliation and degradation. It is 

fear, in most cases, that keeps them from crying out for help or re- 

vealing their involvement. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Child-pornography victims may be male or female between the ages 

of a few months and 18 years. Most, however, fall into the 10-16 age 
bracket. 

Physical 

In print, the children are always healthy-looking with shiny, clean 
hair, good teeth and sturdy bodies. 

Cindy, described by child pornography detectives as “The 
Queen of Kid Porn,” appears in magazines that date back several 
years. She started in the business at age five. She is film star beau- 
tiful with flaxen hair, bright blue eyes fringed with dark lashes, and 
a deep tan set off by white bikini markings. Her stage set is prob- 
ably a motel room; the sequence of stills begins with a striptease 
and proceeds through masturbation and a pretense at orgasmic ec- 
stasy that fools no one. The accompanying text has a long, sober 
essay on the art of deflowering a young virgin. 

66 



Attractiveness doesn’t apply to female children exclusively, Mi- 
chael, a soft-featured 11-year-old male, is paid $75 to $100 a film, while 
Jerry, an older, less attractive boy, gets $25 for the same work. (Ayoob 
1978) 

A “career child molester” who photographs his female victims de- 
scribed how he selected them in shopping malls. 

“T cruise the mall, looking for females who are alone (and) between 
ages of 9 and 12 or 13. I especially look for that little girl who is 
trying to dress up beyond her age. She is trying to look older— 

- maybe 15 or 16—and not making it. She’s usually got long, full 
hair, shorts or tight jeans and a skimpy top. When I find her, I 
arrange it so I can brush up against her. This way I can gauge her 
reaction. If she recoils or jumps away, I forget it and move on. If 
she smiles and talks to me, I move on a short distance but return 

and brush up against her again. Then I offer to buy her an ice cream 
or hamburger and we sit and chat about her. One thing leads to 
another and I may or may not get her to come home with me. 
Sometimes I do and sometimes I don’t.” (Osanka 1981) 

And a young male victim who was being used to recruit other vic- 

tims into a pornography ring was coached as follows: Find a boy who 

is having trouble at school and at home; if a boy likes school, forget 

him; if a boy tells you what a great family he has, forget him; forget 

also the uglies, the fats, the ungainly, the real toughs, the bullies— 

chances are they won’t respond; forget it if they don’t smoke a little 

grass; forget it if they’re super studs with the women. 

One convicted child-pornographer said the first thing he looked for 

in a potential male victim was an appearance of late development. Then, 

in conversation, he would try to find out: 1) whether the boy had any 

close church affiliation, 2) whether there was a strong father-figure, or 

no father, 3) the child’s income level—did he want money?—and, 

4) whether he recently had gone through a trying experience, such as 

a family move, a death or divorce in the family. 

If most of these questions were answered to advantage, the per- 

petrator began to seduce the child with offerings of friendship, food, 

affection. 
The perpetrator said he looked for similar situations in choosing 

girls, but that each case was different and no generalization could be 

made. 
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Probably the only characteristic child-pornography victims share 
is their young age, for it is their freshness, naiveté and innocence that 

appeal to the adult clientele. The child who is trying to rush the grow- 
ing-up process sends a signal that he or she might be willing to do other 

things that go along with more adult behavior. 

Emotional 

Child-pornography victims, generally speaking, are from unstable 
homes and lack a loving, attentive home environment. An inconsistent, 

disorganized atmosphere does not foster a high self-esteem in a child. 

In fact, one common emotional characteristic of victims is lack of self- 

worth. They view themselves as being not as good as others—not able 

to do things successfully. They lack both the love and the structure that 

help develop self-esteem. 
It doesn’t seem to make any difference whether these children come 

from well-off or poor homes, they all tend to see themselves as having 

little value or worth. 

Social 

Child-pornoraphy victims are often under-achievers in school. They 

may have learning problems that stem from inattention, day dreaming, 

hyperactivity, or withdrawal. Their under-achieving probably has less 
to do with lack of intelligence than lack of motivation. 

In connection with under-achievement, victims usually lack proper 

parental supervision. They spend a large proportion of their free time 

in public places—parks, arcades, theaters, shopping malls. Many are 
more or less loners. They may have a few general friends but usually 

no intimates or confidants. These children are not apt to be class lead- 

ers or outstanding in scholastics or sports. Nor are they joiners. Some 

of these social characteristics have more relationship to lack of self- 

esteem than to pornography, but when sexual exploitation enters the 

picture, children with low self-esteem are more vulnerable to the 

perpetrator. 

Moral 

Generally, child pornography victims do not have strong moral or 

religious values. They have not been carefully taught the difference be- 
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tween right and wrong, good or bad, appropriate or inappropriate be- 

havior. This aspect, along with their lack of self-esteem, makes it 

difficult for them to overcome situations in which they are being sex- 
ually exploited. 

CATEGORIES 

Because so little is known about the overall problem, there is no 

all-inclusive term that accurately describes the victims of child por- 
ndgraphy. Data from the files of police and other agencies that work 
with the victims suggest these six categories: runaways, second-gen- 

eration commercializers, the emotionally impoverished, destitute, 

agency-dependent and street-wise youngsters. Some data suggest that 

50 percent of all child-pornography victims are runaways and the other 
haif are second-generation sex commercializers. (Hutchinson 1977) 

These broad figures fail to account for less numerous but equally im- 

portant categories of victims. Some of the most important categories 
are discussed here: 

Runaways 

There are one million runaways in the United States every year. 

These children need food and clothing, and a place to stay. If they are 

rural children who run away and find themselves alone in the big city 

for the first time, they are likely to be quite desperate. A 13-year-old 

with empty pockets and an empty stomach, alone in a strange city, 

quickly finds how limited his or her survival skills are; the pederast, 
pedophile or pornographer may turn out to be the one who provides the 

basic food, clothing and shelter. 

Runaways who have been neglected and abused to a point that their 
home situation was more troublesome than whatever might be “out 

there’’, rationalize that food and shelter provided in exchange for sex- 

ual favors, is better than living in an impossible home environment. 
It is easy for children desperately in need to turn to pornography 

and prostitution to support themselves. 
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Second-Generation Sex Commercializers 

A category of child pornography victims that ranks as one of the 
most difficult to understand is that of children of parents who are por- 

nographers, pimps, prostitutes or drug pushers. 
In the early 1970s, the Los Angeles Police Department discovered 

that several of the children in the child-nudist magazines were the off- 

spring of the people who produced and distributed other pornographic 

material. And, further back, files in police departments all over the 

country contained reports of prostitutes using their own children, some 

as young as 6, to further their trade. 
It is difficult to fathom the motivation of parents who can permit 

or encourage the exploitation of their child, or any child for that mat- 

ter, in this way. Some possible explanations are offered here: First, the 

parents may be so desensitized that they see nothing wrong in permit- 

ting their children to follow in their footsteps. Second, the parents may 

believe it gives the child “good experience,” teaches him or her what 

the world is all about. They may believe the filming or photo sessions 

are a type of “sex education” for their child. A third, and more likely 
explanation is that they are so engrossed in the profit motivation that 

it over-rules all concern for their child’s moral or psychological well- 

being. These are parents who have traded their parental role for that 

of the pimp. 

Emotionally impoverished 

Another group of child-pornography victims comes from homes in 

which their reach for love and affection is ignored or quashed. The rea- 

son child exploiters are able to find “willing” victims is because they 
offer friendship and concern that some parents are uninclined or unable 

to give. Often, parents come home from work too tired to do more than 

eat a quick meal, hurry through household chores and relax for a while 

in the evening. Attempts by the children to get attention and affection 
may be turned aside with polite disinterest at best, or, at times with 

irascible antagonism. 

There are times, of course, when parents are simply too busy or 

preoccupied to devote even a few minutes to their child. But when there 

is a pattern of pushing children away, so that more and more they must 

fend for themselves, eventually they turn elsewhere, in desperation, 
seeking someone to meet that emotional and physical need. 
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In his book For Money or Love: Boy Prostitution in America, Robin 
Lloyd studied hundreds of boys in various cities across America. He 

stated that certain patterns began to take shape; common character- 

istics were repeated over and over again. From these experiences, Lloyd 

offered a composite called Jimmy: 

He is twelve years old.* Small and slender, with an inquisitive 
expression, he /ooks twelve. His life in a small, depressed town in 

West Virginia was like that of thousands of his counterparts in sim- 
ilar towns across the country. His father was often unemployed; his 
mother was a drunken illiterate. A flock of brothers and sisters 
eliminated any hope of individual attention, except when Jimmy 
did something wrong, which was often. He had been in and out of 
juvenile courts for minor offenses, though he had never been com- 
mitted to a juvenile institution. 

Jimmy, like thousands of others, was an unwanted child: the 
result of a sweaty, grunting, beery, Friday-night wrestling match 
by his parents. He had never known love, concern, control, guid- 
ance, or assistance. Adults were people he lived with. Teachers, who 

droned on through specified teaching plans, were not interested in 
either the subjects they taught or the students, who were equally 
uninterested. Jimmy was failing in school. He couldn’t read and 
really didn’t want to. He was told he had a low IQ, though he didn’t 
care much about that. It didn’t occur to him that he had done poorly 
on a recent test because he couldn’t read the questions. 

His basic knowledge of sex had been picked up from friends in 
the boys’ restroom. Apart from masturbation, his practical sex ex- 
perience was nil if you discount a frantic, but unsatisfactory, prob- 
ing attempt with a younger sister. 

Jimmy meandered aimlessly through life with no goals, no plans, 
no future. He had never known hope, excitement, or anticipation. 
Life to him was a lead-gray sky,that poured out a ceaseless, cor- 
rosive drizzle of disapproval. 

Jimmy’s entertainment—and for all practical purposes, his ed- 
ucation—came from television. But television taught him about 
another world. Nobody drove a Maserati in his town. He’d never 
met a super-cop who would listen to his problems with sympathetic 
understanding. He couldn’t relate to the father on “Rifleman” or 
“‘My Three Sons” or to the beautiful lady spraying the $700 carpet 
with an aerosol spray cleaner. While television tantalized him with 
the advantages of wealth, power, and love, it didn’t show him how 
to get them. 

Reprinted from For Money or Love: Boy Prostitution in America by Robin Lloyd by permission 
of the publisher, Vanguard Press, Inc. Copyright © 1976 by Robin Lloyd. 
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Although Jimmy’s departure from home was brought on by a 
multiplicity of little things, the climax came when his father, after 
a hard day of working and an evening of drinking, heard about 
another bad report card and a neighbor’s complaint. Enraged, he 
beat Jimmy. . . again. 

Seeking escape, Jimmy skidded and slipped down the muddy 
hillside next to his family’s dilapidated shack. With tears stream- 
ing down his filth-smeared face, he resolved to run away. For the 
first time in his life, he felt calm and determined. 

The next day he learned about excitement and anticipation, 
discovered purpose, and made decisions. New York City was the 
place. Jimmy, unaware of work permits, child-labor laws, and So- 
cial Security cards, believed he would get a job, rent a room, and 
make his own way. But the first thing to do was get there—and 
that would take money. 

Within a week Jimmy had raised close to forty dollars; he sim- 
ply did what the photographer asked him to do. Jimmy was on his 
way. 

For some parents, the sum of home duties and responsibilities of 

the workplace leaves few waking hours for nurturing and communi- 

cation with the children. Thus, they are left with more and more leisure 

time and less and less supervision. 

In some families, the parents may have the time to provide emo- 

tional support and affection but are simply incapable of providing the 

psychological environment children need. They may have emotional 
problems themselves and are not able to “get out of themselves” to 
provide for others. 

These situations contribute to the child exploiter’s opportunities. 

No matter that the perpetrator’s attention and affection may be su- 

perficial or temporary; there is emotional feedback and support that is 
lacking in the child’s family. 

In the Arizona hearings on the Child Pornography Statute, Ser- 

geant Lloyd Martin of the Los Angeles Police Department gave an 
example of this type of family. 

Meet Jerry, the son of a Los Angeles police officer. “The police 
officer remarried, new wife and small child. You’re talking about 
a ten-year-old boy, from Monday through Friday, the ten-year-old 
boy went to school. Did pretty good in school, just B and C type 
student. On Friday he was taken to his mom’s house in Hollywood, 
every weekend. The third weekend he as at his mom’s house or the 
first weekend he was there, his mother would say, “‘Here’s five dol- 
lars and I'll see you later,” and out the door he’d go. The third 
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weekend when he went out on Friday night, a little red car pulled 
in the driveway and took him away and showed him a nice time. 
When we finally had contact with this little boy we found that he 
had been molested by three different adults. We took him to his 
father and said, “This is what’s been going on.” The father says, 
“Fine, I'll see what I can do.” 

“T always give them (the children) a business card or have one 
of my officers give them a business card, “If you ever think about 
doing this again or think about running away or think about even 
going out, give us a call. Give me a chance to buy you a hamburger. 
Give me a chance to sit down and talk to you.” Four days later, 
about 9:30 one night, I get a call. This little ten-year-old boy, 
standing in a phone booth about 65 miles from where I am sitting 
and he says to me, ““My mother’s a prostitute.” (Which I had ver- 
ified and knew.) “My daddy doesn’t love me. Can you find someone 
that will love me?” A ten-year-old boy, crying, standing in a phone 
booth asking me, a police officer, if I can find someone that will 
love him.” 

Destitute Families 

The destitute family is another partial answer to the question, 

Where do the child-pornography victims come from? In some in- 
stances, parents may be so hard-pressed financially that they know- 

ingly permit the child to be abused. In other cases, the parents do not 

closely question or supervise the type of film or pictures the pornog- 

rapher is taking; they rationalize that the child is getting a start in 

“modeling” or “the movies.” Some parents allow the exploitation be- 
cause they need money to support a drug habit, or alcoholism, or to 

pay gambling debts. 
Children from these destitute families may also feel that they are 

doing their duty toward family survival. This type of pressure on young 

children has a lasting negative impact on their maximum growth and 

development. 

institutionalized ‘‘Throwaways’”’ 

Children who have had to leave their homes for one reason or an- 

other sometimes end up being bounced from one institution to another. 

Reasons why these so-called “throwaway” children are in institutions 

or foster homes vary, but whatever the reason they are not able to live 
with their natural families. The arrangement may be temporary, or the 

child may be in the process of adoption proceedings. 
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In the Arizona hearings on child pornography and child prostitu- 

tion, Dr. Dean Mitchell (1977), a clinical psychologist, summed up the 

throwaway group in this way: 

“T can talk of children. . . because I have worked. . . toa large 
extent with many of whom in fact were wards of the state; many 
. . . had been removed from their homes and placed by the state 

“in one or another institution with which I have been affiliated. 

It was not at all uncommon when I worked with children in this 
city, that they would come back from a home visit or from having 
run away or from just having gone on a legitimate pass and they 
stated that they’d been picked up and there had been some attempt 
toward molesting them. In the city of Phoenix, Seventh Avenue, 
Seventh Street, Trailways Bus Depot, you name it, in all cases there 
was explicit material used or drugs or alcohol or a combination of 
the three to get the youngster to turn on. Now, I heartily concur, 
most of these youngsters were willing. They were willing because 
basically they were hungry for some adult attention and affection 
and here was somebody willing to give it to them on a silver platter. 

“Street Kids”’ 

A last category, perhaps minor in comparative size but important 

nonetheless, includes the city-bred “street kids” who become “models” 

and prostitutes. These children know the score, know what they are 

getting into; they are working strictly for the money. Out of all the 

categories, these more knowing youngsters are the only ones who might 

be considered “willing” victims. (Though they may know the imme- 

diate consequences, they still are considered victims because they can- 

not know the long-range problems.) 

This group of victims makes up a small percentage of the total for 

several reasons, but an obvious one is that they usually do not have the 

fresh, innocent “look” that child pornography buyers prefer. 

FAMILIES 

Child-pornography victims come from many different types of 
families. On one hand, you might find a child from a conservative, strict 

but loving family who may simply have got into a situation over his or 

her head and became too fearful to get out of it. At the other extreme 

is the “throwaway” from a family that didn’t care about what hap- 
pened to the child. 
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But families between these extremes are those from which the ma- 

jority of the victims come. There are certain characteristics these fam- 

ilies have in common. Here are some of the shared characteristics: 

Five-Way Family Fable Belief 

The five-way family fable is a set of socioeconomic tenets that many 
middle-class parents believe in and teach their children. Unfortunately, 

an overemphasis on material possessions, prestige and success can leave 

children feeling empty, unfulfilled, lacking emotional depth. 

" The fable can be explained in terms of these commonly held values 
and beliefs: 

The more possessions—the greater your happiness 

In this part of the fable, adults are so intent on acquiring “things”’ 

they single-mindedly shove aside any barriers to the all-important goal. 
If barriers happen to include a “demanding” child, it, too, is pushed 

aside. This creates problems for the child and, eventually, sets up guilt 
in the parents. 

The higher-paying the job—the greater your importance 

Some adults work in an unsuitable job, even one they find distaste- 

ful or in a field they are not trained for, because that job pays higher 
than one which is more appropriate or compatible. This creates prob- 

lems for the parent. 

The harder you work—the greater your success 

In some families, working hard means spending long hours on the 

job, skipping vacations and discussing little but the job at home. This 

causes problems for both adults and children. 

The larger your circle of friends—the greater your popularity 

Popularity is often viewed as an ultimate mark of having arrived— 
of being successful. The goal of being universally liked is an unattain- 

able one for many children—and adults. 

The happier your face—the less your problems 

Adults often teach, by example, that being “cool” at all times is an 

important life goal. A problem with maintaining this kind of “face” 

amid circumstances of stress or crisis is that it ignores underlying causes. 
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In some families, keeping up “for the sake of appearances” is a similar 

goal. However such attitude is addressed, it can shortcircuit open, hon- 

est feelings and avenues of communication. 
In summary, family priorities may leave children feeling like pos- 

sessions of little worth. There is emptiness, a vacuum where children 

seek depth, commitment, their own values and beliefs. 

Sometimes this meaninglessness gives preteens and teen-agers a 
fear—not of what might happen to them—but rather that nothing will 

happen to them. They are bored with their young lives; they have pos- 

sessions, activities, but never enough “action.” 

The children in these families do not seem to know where they stand. 

They feel their parents regard them more as possessions than as indi- 

viduals, unique personalities. 

One girl of 12, when asked about this problem in reference to her 

classmates, gave this precocious reply. 

“It’s scary, what you see happening now that we’re in the middle 
school (junior high).* You see kids falling down all over the place— 
getting into this kind of trouble and that kind of trouble. There’s 
drugs; there’s beer. A lot of kids smoke cigarettes, and if you tell 
them it’s dangerous, they laugh. They can barely wait to get a driv- 
er’s license and speed, speed, speed. I know some girls, they’re only 
a year or two older than me, and they sleep around. I know two 
boys (I grew up with them) who have run away, and then they 
came home, and then they ran away again; and now they’re seeing 
shrinks. This here’s a nice community, my mother and daddy say, 
and yet we have all these troubles and here we are, just kids, you 
see pain on the faces of your friends, and you have to pinch your- 
self, and say, yes, it’s you and it’s people you know that it’s hap- 
pening to!” 

When asked why this situation existed, the girl quickly responded: 

‘A lot of kids I know, their parents are making enough money, but 
you go to their homes, and you know pretty soon, there’s trouble. 
The kids are sort of left to themselves. I’m the only one on our street 
who comes home from school and my mother is there. I don’t think 
a lot of kids know what to do. They’re bored. I hear them say it all 
the time; ‘I’m bored,’ or they say, ‘What a big bore!’ ” 

*Reprint by permission of FAMILY WEEKLY, copyright 1981, 641 Lexington Avenue, New 
York, New York 10022 
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“What you see is this,” she continued. “The parents are split, or 
the parents might as well be split because they’re working all the 
time to pay the bills, to keep up with inflation, and the kids are left 

to do as they please, and if they say ‘ouch,’ or complain, the parents 
buy them something to keep everything quiet. The older people these 
days don’t have the time to give any direction to the young people. 
That’s my dad’s word, direction; and that’s his way of figuring it 
out. And he’s right, because I see and I know!” (Coles 1981) 

Provision of custodial care alone is not sufficient—it shortchanges 

the child, leaves him or her seeking for something outside, something 

to ease sadness, loneliness and growing self-doubt. 

Emotionally Unstable 

A characteristic that families of many child-pornography victims 

share is emotional instability. These families may have emotional highs 
and lows. There may be periods of lively conversation and then stretches 
of silence. But the crux of this problem is that there may be periods of 
care-giving attention and affection followed by long periods of emo- 

tional bankruptcy. The child doesn’t know from one day to the next 
what the family emotional climate will be. This confuses a chiid, and 

compounds the instability. 

Moral Instruction Lacking 

The purpose and meaning of life, what is right and wrong, what 

children should and shouldn’t do, are usually not taught in the families 

of child-pornography victims. Ethical principles such as how and when 
to give and take, obey and speak out, defer to authority and demand 

rights—none are carefully explained. Many troubled children have no 

standard by which they can measure the important events and activi- 

ties in their lives. Their experiences, whether a negative sexual-ex- 
ploitation occurrence or a positive attainment of success in school, exist 
in a sort of moral vacuum. 

Relentless Seif-Centeredness 

Another characteristic some victims’ families share is the inability 

to “see outside of themselves.” There doesn’t seem to be any willingness 

to look beyond the impulse of the moment. 
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This kind of familial egocentricity also extends to methods of deal- 
ing with problems—the family seldom sees the whole problem, only the 

parts. It is a counterproductive method of problem solving. 

Lack of Idealism—Hope 

A final characteristic that families of child-pornography victims 
have in common is lack of idealism and hope for the future—a special 
sort of rapport some experts refer to as “family dreaming” or planning 

for the future. It is a process of goal-setting and achievement that brings 

a family together and moves them out of the present and into the future. 
When young children begin to believe in the same dreams their 

parents share, they gain a structure or guideline by which to measure 

events along the way. If a negative experience such as a pornographic 

encounter occurs, they can perceive it as a small part of a much larger 

future. If an experience threatens that dream, then the child can mea- 
sure whether involvement is worth the price. 

Family idealism help children know what they know, what they 

believe in, and what they will stand up for (or refuse to become involved 

in) through thick and thin. 
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8 
Perpetrators 

PROFILE 

It is important to recognize that child-pornography perpetrators 

are not all alike. They do not necessarily have either personality traits 

or desires or compulsions in common. In fact, they may differ consid- 

erably in what they want to see and do. 

In recent years, police sex-crime units have developed a profile of 

the typical child-pornography perpetrator. Here is how one police bul- 

letin describes the perpetrator: 

Usually a white male, 35 to 45 years old, well-off financially, and 

generally in a professional or white-collar occupation. He is married, 

may have a couple of children and is highly respected in the commu- 

nity. The perpetrator usually is a person who knows or is related to the 
victim. (Ayoob 1978) 

Police officers say it is no coincidence that profiles of the child-por- 

nography perpetrator and the typical child sex abuser are similar. 
For example, that both are also seemingly upstanding citizens while 

involved secretly in child pornography is more nearly the rule than the 

exception. 

A case in point: In Tennessee, a minister’s ostensibly charitable 
home for wayward boys actually was a stage for homosexual orgies that 

he filmed for commercial purposes. Moreover, the home’s “benefac- 

tors” were largely wealthy businessmen who visited the establishment 

to engage in sex acts with the young boys. Three of the patrons, all 

millionaires and pillars of their respective communities, were arrested 

after the minister’s exposure. (Ayoob 1978) 
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Here, then, is a composite of the child-pornography perpetrator: 

1) Ethnicity—white 

There are some minority-group perpetrators, but they do not 

make up a significant percentage of the whole. 

2) Gender—male 

Available statistics suggest that, along with perpetrators, con- 

sumers of pornography are almost exclusively male, and that 

both adult and child pornography appeal primarily to a male 

audience. 

3) Age 

While earlier reports suggested an age range between 40 and 

50, more recent ones have placed the average at 25 to 35 (the 

adolescent offender has more recently become a consideration 
in the total picture.) 

4) Income level 

Again, although earlier reports show the average child-por- 

nography perpetrator to be a well-to-do citizen, he now is seen 

to come also from lower and middle socioeconomic levels. 

5) Marital status 

A majority of child-pornography perpetrators are married; 

most studies agree that at least 50 percent have “protective” 

marriages. 

6) Children 

A majority of the child-pornography perpetrators have chil- 
dren of their own. 

7) Community standing 

Most of the perpetrators enjoy an average to high degree of 

community respect. In a sense, they lead a double life, since 

they would not be held in esteem if their involvement in por- 
nography were known. 

As becomes evident, the profile of the child-pornography perpetra- 
tor dispels some of the common stereotypes. He is likely to be a neigh- 

borhood resident who goes to work regularly, has a wife and children, 
and shares some measure of community involvement. 
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An example of a perpetrator’s double life comes from an Eastern 

newspaper. The reporter tracked the activity of a single suspect shortly 

after being charged with two counts of criminal sexual conduct in- 
volving 10- and 14-year-old boys. 

° 

The suspect had been linked to four organizations suspected of 
being fronts for child pornography. One of the organizations was 
described as a “children’s mission.” Another was a “church” and 
“educational foundation” for youth. They were believed to have 
reaped the benefits of full tax exemptions from the Internal Rev- 
enue Service and state taxing units as charitable organizations. One 
of the “fronts” was headquartered in New Jersey; another was based 
in Illinois. 

The suspect lived in a filthy New York apartment for at least 
five months, where the walls were covered with “tons of photo- 
graphs” of children at play at his summer camp, according to the 
apartment owner. 

The product of a wealthy Long Island family, the suspect was 
graduated from Cornell University, then taught for 10 years in an 
exclusive boarding school for boys in New Jersey. Two years were 
spent at a private boys’ academy for students in fourth through 
ninth grades. The suspect was alleged to have been director of a 
boys’ camp in Vermont. 

Records reveal that the suspect applied to serve as a Big Brother 
in a California county while scouting locations for a boys’ camp in 
that state. Funds from wealthy contributors, including a Michigan 
philanthropist, were given to the suspect in order to get the camp 
underway. (Task Force 1976) 

In another instance: 

a private nursery school in California that offered day care services 
for children aged 2 to 9 was shut down after police found 4,000 
slide photographs of nude children. The couple who owned and op- 
erated the day care center were well-known in the area for their 
involvement in community activities. The nursery had been oper- 
ating successfully in the neighborhood for almost a decade but the 
community licensing office suspended operation immediately based 
on information supplied by the police. (Nude Photos 1981) 
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CHARACTERISTICS 

Sexual Preference 

There is some agreement in the studies of perpetrators of child sex- 

ual abuse that their orientation is heterosexual in nature even though 

they may abuse young boys more often than girls. 

In one study, 92 percent of the reported child sexual abuse per- 

petrators were heterosexual. (Sarafino 1979) No perpetrators with a 

homosexual orientation were found in a study of 175 males convicted 

of sexual assaults against children. This study suggested that the adult 

heterosexual male is a greater threat to the child than the adult ho- 

mosexual male (who is much less likely to have children around the 

house). (Groth and Bernbaum 1978) 

Perhaps more to the point than a question of sexual predilection is 

that the adult perpetrator is trying to find an extension of himself with 

the victim. That is, he is seeking narcissistic autoeroticism. He may 

require the child to handle his genitals or masturbate him. Such an 

adult sees a relationship with a child as less threatening because in such 

a situation he does not feel inferior. He is in control. 
Investigations by the Los Angeles Police Department and other 

agencies have shown that many child molesters were themselves mo- 

lested at an early age. As adults they seek out victims of the age they 

were when first molested. In fact, police officials have found, most mo- 

lesters prefer children of a certain age group or particular stage of 

physical development. For example, a child molester may be sexually 

attracted only to boys between 9 and 11 or near that stage of physical 

development. So he will foster relationships with boys in that age range 

and then exploit them. Later, when the boys pass the age of 11, the 

molester may either terminate the relationships or “pass” the children 

on to another molester who prefers older boys. 

Sgt. Lloyd Martin (1977), a Los Angeles investigator, suggests that 

these perpetrators simply stopped growing sexually, that their sexual 

interest became fixated at a certain age. 

In his book Men Who Rape, (1979) Nicholas Groth found evidence 
of some form of sexual trauma in the life histories of about one-third 
of the offenders he worked with. This statistic was significant when 

compared to the finding that only about one-tenth of adult male non- 
offenders report similar victimization in their lives. And, said Groth, 

45% of those offenders who experienced a sexual trauma during their 

formative years described being the victim of a sexual assault. About 
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one fifth (18%) of the victimized were pressured into sexual activity by 

an adult; another one-fifth (18%) participated in a sex-stress situation 

where the anxiety resulted from family reaction to the discovery of the 

subject’s involvement in sexual activity. For example, in the latter in- 

stance the parents of one subject had him circumcized at age 14 be- 

cause “he handled himself too much.” Some of the subjects witnessed 

upsetting sexual activities (3%) usually on the part of their parents. A 
few (2%) suffered some sexual injury or physiological handicap. 

The majority of the subjects (68%) were victimized as preadoles- 
cents, and, of this group, 15% were preschoolers. Forty-two percent of 

thé assailants were adult males; a little more than one-quarter (27%) 

were adult females; 9% of the incidents involved a male peer; and 14% 
involved a female peer. 

In contrasting the patterns of victimization for men who sexually 

assaulted adults with those who sexually assaulted children, Groth found 

the following differences: the most prominent type of traumatic event 

for the rapist appeared to be a sex-pressure/sex-stress situation, whereas 

for the child molester it was a forceable sexual assault. More rapists 
more often reported witnessing disturbing sexual activity on the part 
of their parents than did child offenders. Although for both groups their 

assailants were mostly familiar persons, the rapists’ early sexual vic- 

timization was much more incentuous in nature. The rapists reported 
that their assailants were usually female, the child molesters that their 
assailants were usually male. Although the age of trauma for both rap- 

ists and child molesters was predominantly preadolescent, 40% of the 

rapists had reached adolescence when they were sexually victimized, 

whereas this was so for only 25% of the child molesters. 

Groth notes: “The offender’s adult crimes may be in part a repe- 

tition and acting out of a sexual offense he was subjected to as a child, 
a maladaptive effort to solve an unresolved early sexual trauma. Our 

data underscores the importance of also attending to the sexual victim- 

ization of young males in order to better understand and assess the 
impact and consequences that such experiences may have.” Groth also 

recommends that one aspect of the treatment/rehabilitation of sexual 
aggressors be the assessment and treatment of unresolved sexual 

trauma. 

Groth differentiates between fixated and regressed types of men 

who are sexually attracted to children. He suggests that there are basic 

differences between the two from the perpetrator’s early development 

and on through adulthood. 
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Fixated sexual preference for children 

The adult male who is sexually fixated at a certain stage of devel- 

opment has a primary sexual orientation toward children beginning in 

adolescence. When the normal sex drive begins to emerge in the early 

teens, this person is attracted to children for sexual gratification. He is 

also drawn to pornographic material depicting children. 
Contrary to the causative factors involved in the case of the re- 

gressed child lover, the fixated person is not driven to child contact be- 

cause of unusual stress or distress but has a persistent, ongoing sexual 

interest in children. Because of this interest, the contacts usually are 
premeditated. To facilitate the contacts, the perpetrator attempts to 
equalize his behavior to that of the child. In short, the perpetrator be- 

comes as much like the victim as possible—in words, actions, game- 

playing and other interests. 

The fixated perpetrator’s preference is for male victims, and so his 

preference in pornography is that depicting young boys. 

Fixated perpetrators are likely to be single, have little contact with 

people their own age, and in fact, because of their immaturity usually 

are shunned by others. They see no reason to try to change. Police of- 

ficers who work with them feel there is little possibility of cure for their 

condition. 

Regressed sexual preference for children 

The male who in adulthood has a regressed sexual preference for 

children probably still holds a primary sexual orientation to partners 

nearer his own age. His involvement with children is likely to be oc- 
casional, episodic, impulsive, brought on by some stressful circum- 
stance or situation. 

Unlike the fixated child lover, the regressed person looks on the 
victim as a substitute for an adult relationship which might be in con- 

flict, or simply unavailable. This person has some adult relationships 

but they are underdeveloped and less than wholly satisfying. 

Another basic difference between the two is that the regressed per- 

petrator’s victims are primarily young girls. These sexual contacts may 

be separate from those the offender has with other adults, but they will 

probably coexist because the offender usually has a wife or other part- 
ner near his own age. 

This person is trying to lead a traditional lifestyle and cope with 

specific stresses and problems. But when problems become overwhelm- 

ing, he may attempt to cope by regressively turning to a child for sol- 
ace. 

84 



Regressed and fixated perpetrators present basically different ap- 

proaches to the victimization of children, but both types need help in 
coping with their particular problems. Of the two, the fixated person 

has the longer road to travel toward healthy relationships, but both can, 

and must, be helped. 

Emotional 

Poor self-concept 

- Some of the adult perpetrators who seek child pornography or sex- 

ual contacts with children have a very poor self-concept. They feel they 
are not worthy of a sexual relationship with another adult. They feel 
inadequate in approaching an adult woman for sex because they think 

they are not good enough or may be impotent or may not be able to 
control the situation. 

Fear of intimacy 

Closely connected to the feeling of powerlessness and low self-worth, 
the adult perpetrator harbors deep fears about sexuality and the inti- 

macy that adults usually demand from their lovers. 

Like the patrons of adult pornography and adult prostitutes, child- 
lovers express their hostility and fear of intimacy by objectifying or 

neutering their partners. Children are emotionally out of reach. This 

is both alluring and reassuring to anyone frightened or repulsed by adult 

sexuality. A child doesn’t have developed breasts or genitalia. The fan- 

tasy, a photograph, a prostitute, are all more external and less de- 

manding than a mature woman. 

Power/control 

Also closely linked with problems of self-concept and fear of inti- 

macy is the issue of power or control of a subject. When an adult male’s 

emotional inadequacies render him incapable of sexual contact with an 

adult female and of controlling such relationship, he may turn to a child. 

Because adults are bigger and can make demands that children 

must obey, the adult perpetrator feels he can be the undisputedly dom- 
inant partner. (This type of sexual condition is rare in females; a female 
usually will resort to physical rather than sexual abuse to demonstrate 

power or control over a child.) 
The issue here—sex between an adult and a child—is not solely 

exploitation of innocence, or even sex, per se. The control issue is 
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power—which cannot be separated from sex. By its physical nature 

alone, sex is fraught with issues of surrender and control. However, 

when the relationship is between an adult and a child, these overtones 

of power reach an extreme. Even sex between adults can represent vul- 

nerability, risk, submission to motives—but sex between an adult and 

a child can represent only exploitation. There is no equality between 

an adult and a child in sex—one has power and control and the other 

is a victim of that power. 

Social 

Adult perpetrators tend to relate far better to children socially than 

they do to adults. In fact, they may have little contact with adults other 
than fellow perpetrators. In this social situation, the perpetrators need 

one another to exchange pornographic materials with (since it is dif- 

ficult to purchase it on the open market), and to confirm their prefer- 
ence and assure themselves that what they are doing is not unacceptable. 

Many correspond by mail, having become acquainted through adver- 

tisements in erotica newspapers. 
Some adult perpetrators seek employment and social contacts in 

programs involving children, such as private schools, youth-related or- 

ganizations and recreational areas where children congregate. 

Moral Justifications 

Although most adult perpetrators are intelligent enough and sen- 
sitive enough to recognize their problem, they rationalize their involve- 

ment with children by emphasizing their positive impact upon the 

victims. They repress any thoughts of harm they may have done to the 
child. 

Some offenders will strongly deny any involvement but if pressured 

they may admit a part of the offense and attempt to excuse their deeds, 

saying something like: “It wasn’t serious; it was no big deal,” or “‘It 

didn’t hurt the child,” or “It was the kid’s fault.” If one confronts the 

offender with the facts and they are beyond doubt, he may claim to be 
sorry and promise never to do it again. Or, he may blame his behavior 
on alcohol or other drug abuse. 

Parents, social workers and other professionals who have worked 

with adult sex offenders have noted that they are very convincing—so 
much so that the professional may be uncertain about whether to be- 
lieve the child. However, statistics support the observation that chil- 
dren rarely lie about such a serious matter. 
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ADOLESCENT OFFENDER 

No inference should be drawn that the child sex perpetrator is al- 
ways an adult. Some offenders, particularly fixated perpetrators, may 

be attracted to children during the teen years. It is hard to associate 
crimes with young people. In fact, when both victim and offender are 

young, it may be difficult to identify sexual exploitation. 

Indicators 

" There are some indicators that are general in nature but that may 

tell parents, educators, or other professionals that an adolescent needs 

help (not necessarily that he or she is a sex offender). 

Loners 

The adolescent who spends hours in his room, or out cruising alone 

on his bike, or with headphones, may need help. 

Previous victim of abuse 

The adolescent who has undergone abuse, particularly sexual abuse, 

may need help. 

Picked on by others 

The adolescent who is picked on by peers or by older or bigger youths 

may, in turn, try to wield power over a younger child. 

School problems 

The adolescent who is doing poorly in school, skipping classes or 

spending long periods of time in detention, may need help. 

These are general indicators which may or may not send up warn- 
ing flags that the adolescent is in trouble and needs professional help. 

Offense Determination 

Because children often engage in horseplay, it is difficult to sepa- 

rate what is part of a natural, everyday growing-up experience and what 

is considered sexual exploitation. 
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It is sexual exploitation if an older child is involved in sexual ac- 

tivity under any of these conditions: 

—with someone who is much younger; 

—if force is used; 

—if bribery is involved; 

—if the younger child is told “don’t tell anyone about it or you'll 

get beaten up,” or has something taken away, or 

—if done while the older child has power, control, or responsibility 

for the younger child. 

The behavior of the child sex perpetrator is highly repetitive, often 
to the point of compulsion. It will usually continue unless someone in- 

tervenes. Peace officers and other professionals indicate that most adult 

perpetrators will not stop voluntarily, that strong legal pressure is re- 

quired. 
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Enticement, Entrapment, Exit 

CYCLE 

One of the most common questions asked from a public that knows 
very little about child pornography is: “(How does child pornography 

begin?” This diagram explains one of the most common ways a child 
is introduced to pornographic activity: 

(1) Pornography is shown to 
the child for ‘‘sex educa- 

trons 

(2) Attempt to convince child (6) Photographs or movies are 

explicit sex is acceptable, taken of the sexual ac- 

even desirable. tivity. 

Cycle of Pornography > 

(3) Child porn used to con- (5)Some of these sessions 
vince child that other chil- progress to sexual activity. 

dren are sexually active — 

it’s ok. 

(4) Child pornography desensi- 

tizes — lowers child’s inhi- 

bitions. 
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There are several assumptions inherent in this cycle. It is assumed 
that the child victim is dependent on the adult in some basic way. This 

is based on the fact that between 85 and 90 percent of child sexual 
victims know their perpetrators. The dependence may be psychologi- 

cal, social, physical or economic in nature. Another assumption is that 

the child is not developmentally or experientially capable of under- 

standing or resisting sexual contact with someone he or she depends on 

for basic needs. 
The cycle begins at the top of the diagram and moves counterclock- 

wise. At the beginning, pornography is used to explain the sex act to 

the child. Children’s testimony in court and in interviews with profes- 

sional personnel has revealed that they were surprised and bewildered 

about the sex act. The revelation that people use their bodies in such 

a way, and enjoy it, was a curiosity to them. 

The next step in the cycle is an attempt to present explicit sex as 

acceptable and desirable. Since most young children are naturally re- 

luctant to participate in explicit sexual activities, the perpetrator must 

convince the child that the activities are acceptable. 

Afterward, pornography is used to convince the child that other 

children participate in sexual activity with adults or peers. Up to this 

point the child might not understand that he or she could be involved 

personally. The perpetrator’s strategy so far serves to lower the child’s 

inhibitions. By now, the child may be persuaded that explicit sex is 

acceptable and other children participate often. 

Some of these sessions eventually progress to sexual activity be- 

tween the child and the adult or other children. In these cases, still 

photographs may be taken or movies made for commercial sale, to pass 
around to other molesters or to continue the cycle of abuse. Thus, per- 

petrators use pornography to achieve their purposes. 

In some cases the pornography may be used simply to open up the 

subject with a child, without any follow-up. Or it may be used to stim- 

ulate the perpetrator, again without follow-up. But in some instances 

the pornography serves specifically to lead the child into explicit sexual 
activity. 

The child pornography cycle may deviate from the pattern pre- 

sented here, but the basic premise remains: pornography produces 
pornography. 
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The Fine Line between Positive and Negative Sex Education 

It would be incorrect to assume that all sex education for children 
leads to negative sexual experiences when quite the opposite is true. 

Sex education should be provided by parents from the time the child 
is born. Properly done, sex education for children is a day-by-day, on- 

going instructional process. One of the most important jobs parents have 
is teaching their child about his or her sexuality—providing under- 
standable and educative reading material, hugging, kissing and nur- 
turing—are all important parts of the process. 

* For example, snuggling with children under the covers on a cold, 
rainy Saturday morning can be one of the delights of family life. Chil- 
dren may long remember the feelings of warmth and safety in a topsy- 
turvy world while cuddled between parents in bed. On the other hand, 

cuddling occasions can become a prelude to a negative type of sex ed- 
ucation. Adults who use this for their own sexual gratification are con- 

sidered criminals in our society. 
Some adults are uncomfortable with the whole area of sex edu- 

cation for children. They deny or prohibit any discussion or reading 
material in their home. Some even restrict or minimize loving embraces 
and physical nurturing for their child. At the other end of the contin- 
uum, some parents bring their own sexuality into the open and allow 
children to watch them in the sex act. Their intent is to do away with 
the secrecy and mystique traditionally surrounding sex. 

Most parents fall into a middle ground between the two extremes. 
They are a little uncomfortable about providing sex education but want 
to be more open with their children than their own parents were. They 
are suspicious, even fearful, of radical change, though. 

One fact remains: positive sex education is important for all chil- 
dren. Those adults who cross that fine line and misuse both the infor- 
mation and their responsibility deserve the criminal status bestowed 

upon them by society. 

ENTICEMENT 

The cycle of child pornography explains the step-by-step involve- 
ment process but enticement explains the method sexual exploiters use 
to win victim cooperation in sexual activity and pornography. The 
method involves psychological rewards such as intense attention and 
affection or material rewards such as trips, clothes, toys, money or treats. 
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Psychological Rewards 

Those who work with sexually exploited children agree that two 

words—attention and affection—sum up the circumstances for the be- 

ginnings of child pornography. Children who become involved in it are 

starved for adults’ recognition and regard. They hunger for under- 

standing and acknowledgement that they are unique, worthy individ- 

uals. It usually is easy for a pornographer to sense a child’s yearnings 

for attention and affection, and to fill that need (Martin 1977). 

Basically, the perpetrators’ operating methods are the same; they 

spend time developing relationships with the child they have singled 

out for exploitation. Several cases have illustrated that they usually 
know one or both of the child’s parents. Sometimes the development of 

a relationship is accomplished in short intervals but over a long time— 

several months to a year. But perpetrators are persistent, and play a 

painstaking psychological game. They have the patience to make it work 

for them. 

Material Rewards 

Few children, even those from affluent homes, turn their backs on 

people who offer to buy things for them and take them to the park to 

play ball, to the beach to surf, or to the amusement park for rides. 
Consider the kind of impression gifts might make on a child from 

a low-income family. Perpetrators have used lures ranging from a few 

pieces of candy to an expensive vacation or a car. 

One boylover said, “If you nurture a boy, help him, and show gen- 

uine concern for him, then he’ll respond.” (Lloyd 1976) This kind of 

concern, coupled with solicitous questions such as, ““What do you want 
to do today?” or “What do you want me to buy you today?,” may turn 

a child’s head no matter what the family financial status. 

EXCITEMENT 

Ego 

Many preteens and teen-agers have very fragile egos. They fret 

about how slowly their bodies develop, about their popularity or lack 

of it, about their potential for the future and many other ego-centered 

matters. Most of all, they tend to be discouraged, even depressed, when 
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they don’t seem to measure up to the image of the perfect female or 

male seen on the television screen or in magazines. And the age at which 

this kind of egocentricity crops up is getting lower and lower. 
So, with this in mind, it isn’t difficult to imagine how a perpetrator 

could convince a prepubescent child that he or she has “star” qualities. 

The illusion of being a “movie star,” even in pornographic pictures, 

appeals to youngsters because of the influence of media idols combined 
with their basic insecurity about themselves and their lives. 

One pornographer told peace officers that he got his start in child 

pornography when he was a teen and had an affair with a 16-year-old 

buddy. He said he photographed their sexual activity and then started 

taking snapshots of high-school athletes with good physiques, in the 

nude. His ploy was to photograph boys during athletic games, show 

them the finished prints, then invite them to his studio for more pic- 

tures. Later, he encouraged them to pose nude, singly at first and then 

with friends. Pictures seized by the officers showed nude teen-agers in 

homosexual acts, some with other teens and some with adults. (Lloyd 

1976) 

Drug Parties 

Drugs have an important role in the world of sexual molestation of 
prepubescent youths and teen-agers. They may be used as a medium 

of exchange, an inhibition relaxer, a tempter or even a controller. For 
some children, drugs are a way of life as early as elementary-school 

years. Many of the young students are minor-league dealers, supplying 

customers with drugs as well as bodies. 

Drugs and partying were the basic attraction for the young boys 

who frequented Dean Corll’s apartment in Houston, Texas. The at- 

traction eventually proved fatal for 27 of them. 

Wayne Henley and David Brooks, accomplices of Dean Corll, 

prowled the streets hustling preteens and teen-agers. Their proposition: 

“Let’s go up to Dean’s for a party.”” When the youngsters arrived, they 
found a table of acid, pot, pills and liquor. Whatever they might want, 

Dean Corll had, or would get for them. 

There was no violence at first; everybody had a good time. Later, 

after overdosing on drugs, they woke up to find themselves naked on a 

torture board and the sexual games beginning. For 27 boys, a drug 

party ended their lives. (Lloyd 1976) 
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In this case, most of the murdered boys were not runaways. They 

were local children from an old, run-down section of Houston popu- 

lated largely by single-parent and low-income families. 
For these teen-agers, drugs provided escape from boredom. And, 

as this gruesome case and others have shown, one way child sexual 

molestation is implemented is through the experimentation with and 

use of drugs. 

ENTRAPMENT 

Entrapment is another method used by pornographers to entice 

children into sexual activity. In this method, the perpetrator takes ad- 

vantage of children by maneuvering them into a situation in which they 

feel indebted to the perpetrator. The leverage may be money, gifts, or 

simply attention and affection. Whatever the ploy, the child is left feel- 
ing that a refusal of sexual favors is somehow not possible. 

Such child offenders appear to desire the child as a love-object and 

they typically describe the victim as innocent, loving, open, affection- 

ate, attractive and undemanding. Since the aim of the perpetrator is 
to gain sexual control by developing a consenting relationship, trying 

to make the child feel guilty for refusal keeps the relationship going. 

Children are prime targets for sexual exploitation because they are 

trained from an early age to do what adults tell them to do. Many of 
the qualities that make a “good” child—docility, an obliging nature, 

subservience—also make a child an easy mark for exploitation. 

Avoidance of Detection 

Having achieved a sexual relationship, the perpetrator’s next step 
is to avoid detection. Very often, part of the entrapment lies in exacting 
a pledge of secrecy. 

Threats 

The methods that perpetrators use to keep victims quiet are varied. 

“This is our secret,” is a type of pressure often used. Threats also are 

commonly used silencers—threats of harm if the child tells. This strat- 
agem usually strikes fear into the hearts of the young victims. They 
fear punishment, repercussions, rejection or abandonment—or even that 
no one will believe them if they do decide to tell. 
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Threats of blackmail and retaliation also can seal a child’s lips. 
Basically, the perpetrator using entrapment tries to get the child to see 

the sexual involvement as the child’s fault. The child may come to be- 

lieve that he or she caused the involvement and may suffer greatly if 

it is revealed. The secret is then safe and the perpetrator has the desired 
power or control over the victim. 

Peer Pressure 

_ If more than one child is involved, the dynamics of peer pressure 

play in important role in secrecy of the activities. This is true not only 

in the initial relationships but also in continuing relationships. The 

greater the loyalty to each other and to the perpetrator, the stronger 

the competition to gain favor and special attention from the perpetrator. 

Sometimes children go along with others only because they don’t 

want others to think they lack courage. Peer pressure also encourages 

a child to “join the club” in which “everybody is doing it—so it must 

be OK.” When an insecure child looks up to an older one or follows 
the lead of a stronger-willed child, insecurity and inhibitions are traded 
for peer acceptance and equality. 

The adult, of course, trades on that peer pressure as well as ap- 

proval and competition factors to keep the child pledged to the activity 

and loyal to the group. 

Children of Pornography ‘‘Stars”’ 

Another facet of the entrapment process is seen in the unfortunate 

children of pornography “stars.” These children are almost automat- 

ically trapped by virtue of their parents’ involvement. More often than 
not, hard-core pornography actors and actresses eventually bring their 

children into the business. Because of growing demand for youth in the 
market, there are attractive profits in having a child in pornography. 

Intergenerational pornography probably is attributed to the fam- 

ily’s lack of values, low sense of self-worth or dulled consciences. 

Misrepresentation of Moral Standards 

In trying to understand why some families participate in degrading 

sexual activities, one must remember that someone, somewhere down 

the line, has misrepresented society’s moral standards. Someone has 

encouraged the activity by fostering the attitude that “there’s nothing 

wrong with it. . . everybody does it.” 
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According to child development experts, moral reasoning and con- 

science begin to develop at school age and are not fully developed until 

teen years and beyond. If that is the case, young children as well as 

those in the teen years need societal-consistent moral instruction and 

education from people they respect and trust. This responsibility falls 

not only on clergy, teachers and parents, but on neighbors, relatives, 
youth workers and casual acquaintances. The teaching of values and 
moral standards is everyone’s responsibility. 

EXIT/DISCLOSURE 

Another recurring aspect of the child pornography cycle is that the 

children involved in it want out. 
In some cases, it takes only one child’s rebellion to bring about a 

breakup of the ring. For example, the photographer who took pictures 

of nude athletes was uncovered by one boy who was invited by a friend 

to participate in a photo session. He declined, then told his parents about 

the invitation and they, in turn, told police (Lloyd 1976). 

In some of the studies of sex rings, Ann Burgess and others (1981) 

discovered that keeping the secret was almost more than the children 

could manage. One girl said, “I was hoping someone would spill the 

beans. I thought, ‘if I tell, P'll get beat up; if I don’t tell, he’ll do this 

with other kids.’ ” 
In another case, Steven, a 9-year-old, decided to tell a friend “with 

a big mouth.” Although the “mouth” promised not to tell anyone, he 

did—which was exactly what Steven wanted. 

Although Steven handled disclosure in an effective way, most boys 

don’t do as well. When examining the reporting statistics, one can 

readily note that boy victims do not report sexual activity as often as 
girl victims. 

Finkelhor (1982) believes that a number of factors prevent boy vic- 

tims from reporting that they have been victimized, thereby reducing 

the numbers of cases coming to the attention of professionals. He 
observes: 

¢ Boys grow up with the male ethic of self-reliance. When they get 
hurt, when they are offended, it is generally harder for them to 
seek help. The general masculine ethic says “‘Don’t have others 
fight your battles. Don’t complain. Keep your injuries to your- 
self.” So, it is not a surprise then that fewer boys than girls tell 
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anyone about their victimization experiences. In Finkelhor’s study 
25% of boys compared to 33% of girls had told someone they have 
been victimized. When experiences are never talked about they 
cannot get reported. 

e Boys have to grapple with the stigma of homosexuality surround- 
ing sexual abuse. The preponderance of abuse boys suffer is at 
the hands of men and for many boys this may create serious 
qualms about their masculinity. Homosexuality is one of the more 
fearsome stigmas among many male peer groups, and boys may 
be very concerned about earning the label queer as a result of 

* people finding out about a sexual abuse experience. Parents who 
find out about the abuse may also be concerned about the stigma 
of homosexuality, and therefore may be deterred from taking the 
report any further. One result of the whole society-wide anxiety 
about homosexuality may be that a large number of victimized 
boys fail to even talk about their experiences and therefore they 
never get the information and reassurances that might save them 
years of silent suffering. 

e Boys may have more to lose from reporting their victimization 
experiences. Boys in general are allowed more independence and 
unsupervised activity than are girls of a similar age. Boys may 
be justifiably afraid that, if parents were to find out about in- 
stances of sexual molestation, it would mean some curtailment 

of their freedom and independence. Rather than risk that cur- 
tailment, they let the incident go unmentioned. 

Sometimes a child’s method of disclosure is to act in some out-of- 
the-ordinary or threatening way. For example, the child may set fires, 

steal a bike or run away to attract attention. Such action may be a 
signal to adults that something is very wrong in the child’s life. It may 

be a cry for help. 
In almost every case of disclosure, the children admit they went 

into the situation voluntarily. However, they also readily admit that 

they were uncomfortable and wanted out. 
Helping these children exit these unwanted relationships without 

fear of recrimination from the perpetrator is the major challenge facing 

parents and professionals. 
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10 
Symptoms and Effects 

FEW GENERALIZATIONS 

It is difficult to generalize about the effects of pornographic activity 
on a child. In the past, the temptation has been to assume that no last- 

ing damage is done. But in retrospect, adults who experienced sexual 
exploitation during their own childhood say it can be a major trauma, 

creating personal problems that might not have arisen otherwise. 

Unlike physical abuse or neglect, the emotional effects of sexual 
exploitation may not be immediately evident and may be minimized or 

overlooked. Thus, victimized children may be left to their own re- 

sources to rationalize their actions. They may be denied necessary sup- 

port for what could be termed “a psychological time bomb”—the long- 
term effects. 

One of the main reasons why it is difficult to predict future effects 
of pornographic activity on a child is that research has been scant in 
this area. Generalization is not helpful because children react differ- 
ently in differing situations. The best forecast is based on what is known 
to date about other types of sexual encounters: the child’s reaction can- 
not be separated from the family dynamics at the time the child is vic- 
timized. Questions of how the family reacts, the kind of immediate 
support available to the child, whether doubt and guilt are associated 
with the child’s disclosure—these and other verbal and nonverbal re- 
actions—play a large role in the degree of effect pornography will have 
on the victim. 

There are several other factors believed to be of critical importance 
in this regard. One is the child’s age—whether he or she is old enough 
to fully understand the implications of the sexual activity. The child’s 
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developmental stage is also a critical factor. Though all children pass 

through the same stages of development, they do so at different ages; 

a sexual experience at 13 might be before puberty for one child and 

long after for another. The relationship of the perpetrator to the child 
is also a critical factor. Does the child know the perpetrator? Is the 

perpetrator a family friend or a stranger? 

The level of guilt, shame and humiliation put on the child after the 

occurrence is an additional issue. Although children may voluntarily 

enter into pornographic activity, they do not initiate it. An older per- 

son’s infuence, and/or coercion, is always a factor. 

From the work done by the National Center for Child Abuse and 

Neglect (Sexual Abuse of Children, 1981), we know that the closer the 

relationship between the child and the perpetrator, the more likely the 

abuse or exploitation will be repeated or continued. Exploitation may 

be more devastating to a child if it is a continuing occurrence rather 

than an incidental happening with a total stranger. If the perpetrator 

is a close friend of the family and the child’s disclosure is not believed 

or the situation hushed up, the child may suffer greater harm than if 

believed or dealt with openly. The primary support group for young 

children is the family; if that trust is violated, the child has no one to 

turn to—no remaining base of support. 

The incidental occurence involving a stranger usually moves the 

whole family to rally to the aid of the victim. Primarily, it is less likely 

there will be suspicion of provocation on the child’s part. Thus no guilt 

or humiliation follows, and the child likely will receive protection, con- 

cern and support from family and friends. 

There are several critical points at which the pornographic activity 

may affect the child: 1) while the activity is going on, 2) when it is 

disclosed or breaks up, and 3) later, when the child victim has difficulty 

in functioning as a sexual being. 

Young children do not have the decision-making ability, mental 

development or experience to comprehend what they are getting into 

when confronted with the pressure of material goods or sexual atten- 

tion—which is a misrepresentation of moral standards. Children may 

believe that sexual experiences between themselves and adults are 

wrong, but the concept of sexuality has not entered into their lifestyle. 

So they yield to the pressure from the adult in the situation. 

Often, even when children have a basic understanding of right and 

wrong, they still do not have the ability to make the decision to stop 
the action until it is too late—the sex act has occurred and the pictures 
taken. 
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This is why children are protected by law with respect to areas in 
which, because of age, they are deemed incapable of informed con- 
sent—that is, consent predicated on full and complete understanding 
of the act. 

Adolescence 

When discussing the effects pornographic activity might have on 

impressionable children, there are some special cautions for the ado- 
lescent. The preteen and teen-age years are times of difficult adjust- 

ment for almost all youngsters. During puberty, both boys and girls are 

striving for their identity and coping with various physical and psy- 

chological changes in their bodies. 

It is also a time when they are trying to figure out the difference 

between sex and love or the interrelationship of the two. If a sexual act, 
a pornographic experience or some type of emotional trauma occurs, 

it presents an imbalance to the love/sex question. 
Some teens, reluctant to ask parents, older siblings or friends about 

the relationship between love and sex, seek information through ex- 

perimentation. If the experimentation leads to sexual contacts in which 
they are exploited and traumatized, they may continue through life 

seeking uninvolving, indifferent and unfulfilling contacts. 

Puberty is probably the most advantageous time for a child to es- 

tablish a sense of identity, self-awareness and moral value. When pre- 

mature sexual experiences intrude, a sense of helplessness and being 

used solely for someone else’s pleasure may be overwhelming. Such 

feelings are not conducive to mental health. 

SYMPTOMS 

Although there is some disagreement within the clinical commu- 
nity, recent studies (Burgess Groth and McCausland 1981) show that 

children do develop symptoms during the sexual activity as well as after 

disclosure. However, these symptoms must be viewed as general indi- 

cators that the child is troubled—whether the trouble is of a sexual 

nature must be further determined. 
It is important for parents and teachers, medical personnel and oth- 

ers to be able to recognize early signs of child distress in order to stop 

the activity in the beginning stages or prevent further activity. 
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Physical 

Children involved in ongoing sexual activity or single assaults have 

described symptoms such as stomachache, loss of appetite or a sudden 

increase in appetite, headaches, urinary-tract infections, or soreness in 
the genital area. Children may be diagnosed as having venereal diseases. 

Some children regress to earlier behaviors such as bed wetting, 

thumb-sucking, blanket clutching and demanding a nightlight. Or they 
may have nightmares, sleepwalk or talk in their sleep. 

These physical symptoms may be the only way the child can ex- 

press disturbing feelings and reactions that cannot be verbalized. 

A doctor may be the first to suspect that a child is involved in sexual 

activity. Such a situation brings up special problems for medical per- 
sonnel because of the difficulty in confirming the suspected diagnosis. 

The doctor is caught between a rock and a hard place. On one hand, 
failure to report is against the law, but reporting entails the risk of 

being summoned to court without the tangible evidence that helps to 

substantiate a diagnosis. 

Compounding the issue of concrete evidence is the fact that some 
physicians are uncomfortable in dealing with personal and social issues 

for which they may feel unprepared. 

Here are some physical signs of symptoms that should arouse sus- 
picion in the trained professional: 

(1) Generalized child abuse (bruises, burns, fractures); 

(2) Vaginal or penile discharge; 

(3) Lesions around mouth or anus; 

(4) Painful urination or defecation; 

(5) Itching or scratching of the genitals; 

(6) Positive tests for venereal disease or pregnancy; 
(7) Bruises around genital or oral regions; 

(8) An unexplained history of choking on mucous-like secretions; 

(9) Swollen or red cervix, vulva or other external genitalia; 

(10) Semen around the genitals; 

(11) Foreign bodies in the genital area; 

(12) Clothing stained with semen or blood, or torn in the pelvic 
region; 

(13) Reported pain or soreness in the genital/anal region. (Swift 
1977) 
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Emotional 

One of the more common emotional symptoms exhibited by child 
victims is guilt. Ulrich Schoettle (1980), staff psychiatrist at Mental 

Health North in Seattle, Washington, presents the case study of Kathy, 
a child pornography victim, who complained of severe guilt about her 
activities. 

Several months before, Kathy, age 12, was referred to the child 
psychiatry sexual abuse clinic. Her mother was informed by police in- 

vestigators that three of her six children were involved in a child por- 

nography ring. Subsequently, the family was referred for psychiatric 

evaluation and treatment by the District Attorney’s Office, Division of 

Victim Advocacy. 

The victim’s presenting complaints related to feeling guilty 
about her involvement with the pornography ring.* She spoke of 
guilt feelings associated with being accused of involving her younger 
siblings in the sexual exploitation schemes. The girl noted that she 
had had nonsexual casual meetings with two of the ring members 
for at least 2 years prior to her first encounter with pornographic 
pictures at age 8. Subsequently, she and the others engaged in var- 
ious sexual acts with adults and other children over a 34-year pe- 
riod. These encounters were often photographed for subsequent 
distribution. The youth denied all pleasurable feelings associated 
with the sexual interactions; throughout, she feared recrimination 
from the men. Nevertheless, she harbored ambivalent feelings to- 
ward some of the men, who were “fatherlike” because of their “af- 
fection” and “concern” for the children. 

The patient was a somewhat short-statured, early pubescent 
female who wore age-appropriate clothing. Menarche had com- 
menced | year prior to treatment onset. She had normal develop- 
mental milestones, no history of previous psychotherapy, but did 
relate that she had threatened to kill herself the day neighborhood 
children harassed the family after news exposure of the case. Psy- 
chological testing revealed low-average intelligence, and projective 
testing revealed helplessness, depression, and a denial or pulling 
away from sexual concerns. There was no history of psychosis, drug 
abuse, or any major medical illness. She came to the Child Sexual 
Abuse Clinic for weekly psychotherapy sessions. The clinic main- 
tained liaison with the District Attorney’s Victim Advocacy Office. 

The youth was the product of a turbulent home life, in which 
her young alcohol-abusing father allegedly threatened to kill the 
patient in a family argument when she was 2. The mother’s second 

*Reprinted by permission. 
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marriage likewise was beset with turmoil and arguments, but there 
was no history of incestuous or abusive behavior. Both fathers saw 
the patient at irregular intervals and were unavailable for inter- 
views. Neither had a documented history of psychiatric illness or 
intervention. The patient’s mother came from a large family in 
which there was no history of psychiatric illness or sexual abuse. 
However, the mother described her own youth as one of being un- 
loved, physically abused, and harassed by her family. Conse- 
quently, at age 15 she ran away to marry the father of the patient, 
also a teenager. In the therapy sessions, the patient’s mother re- 
peatedly denied all knowledge of her children’s involvement in the 
pornography ring. Her initial primary concern centered around the 
possible ramifications and potential long-term effects of her chil- 
dren’s experiences. 

Emotional clues besides guilt which Kathy expressed are minor 

mood swings such as being edgy, nervous, grouchy, withdrawn, de- 

pressive, or exhibiting boisterous behavior. Further clues are ignoring 

school activities, severe drop in grades, overly secretive actions and ex- 

cessively seductive behavior. 
Lack of sexual inhibition may be the way the child is being taught 

by the offender to seek love. When children are given love only through 

sexual contact, they will repeat that behavior in return. They may try 

to express affection in inappropriate ways such as “French kissing” or 

fondling an adult’s genitals. 

One of the concerns often expressed by foster parents who take in 

children who have been sexually abused is that the children appear to 

be highly eroticized and that many of these children present highly 

inappropriate behavior. Sometimes a foster parent will seek removal of 

the child because of this behavior, feeling incapable of dealing with it. 

Part of the reason this happens is the assumption that sexually abused 

children are unwilling, passive recipients of a sexual assault. 

It must be pointed out that children are not only victims, but also 

participants. For some children the perpetrator may provide the only 

available source of nurturance in an emotionally barren existence. The 

child may be receiving gifts, devoted attention and little discipline. 

Sexual abuse may not be an event or a series of events but a stable 
process perpetuated over time. 

Some of the common features of eroticized preschool children are: 

they are easily aroused by a variety of circumstances and most often 

cannot discriminate erotic from non-erotic behavior. They may seek 
out sexual gratification. In fact, it may be difficult to find comparable 
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rewards to reinforce socially acceptable behavior. In addition, these 

youngsters role model sooner and discriminate male from female ear- 
lier than do other children (Yates, 1981). 

The foster parent who accepts this child into the home usually ex- 

pects to receive and nourish an emotionally crippled victim. When the 
child’s erotic behavior becomes an inescapable reality, the parent first 

denies any active intent: the child is a puppet, manipulated in absentia 

by the perpetrator. He or she “cant get out of the habit” and is still 

infected by the earlier experience. Eventually, this denial crumbles. 
Then the child becomes an alien, not like the foster family, and does 

not belong in their home. One foster placement follows another. A fully 
trained and supportive parent should be able to say to a child, “Of 

course, it felt good—it would to most children—but that does not make 

you responsible for what happened. It is not appropriate behavior in 
our home!” 

Social 

Some signs of unusual social behavior were noted by one mother, 
whose child was involved in a sex ring. Her son and another boy were 
asking their friends to take their pants down whenever they lost at a 

game. They were repeating activity an adult had introduced in playing 

games. 
Parents or educators may notice that the child has an unusual in- 

terest in the genitals of other people or animals. They may notice that 

the child’s artwork centers on genitalia or emphasizes a person’s or an- 

imal’s genitalia in drawings. 

Other social clues show when the child is reluctant to go to a par- 

ticular place, or to be with a particular person. The child may not want 
to go to school, or may get into an excessive number of fights. There 

might be severe arguments with peers, siblings, and parents, or refusal 

to participate in scouting, church meetings or other usual activities. 

If children have other problems in their daily lives, sexual exploi- 

tation compounds them and increases the acting-out behavior noted 

here. 
Parents, educators and particularly medical professionals need to 

be aware of these symptoms. Again, the indicators may not be present 
in all cases, or, they may be present in cases where no sexual abuse is 

involved. However, when seen in related groupings, they serve as clues 

to alert concerned, caring adults. 
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Language 

Although it may be puzzling that children do not simply tell some- 

one about the sexual activity they are involved in, the fact remains: 

most children do not tell. 
There are several reasons for this: First, many young children would 

not. have the vocabulary to be able to talk about it. They simply don’t 

know how to tell. They may say, vaguely: “I don’t like Mr. Brown an- 

ymore.” If parents or other adults answer back: “Why, Mr. Brown is 

a nice man,” the child may not say any more. 

Sometimes children tell an adult in their own way and the adult 

simply does not understand. They may say something like, “Sometimes 

Mr. Brown takes pictures of me,” or “Mr. Brown wears different un- 

derwear than you do.” This child may think he or she has told, when 

actually there has been no understanding because of the unspecific and 

ambiguous language. 

Another reason why children do not openly discuss sexual activity 

is that they have been taught always to obey the adults around them. 

Parents and other adults always know what is best and they make the 

rules that children must follow. 

If a perpetrator has impressed on a child that the sexual activity is 

OK and that the child must participate, the child may not see any 

alternative. 

Sometimes perpetrators make a child do a “cross-my-heart-and- 
hope-to-die” promise. The child believes this promise cannot be broken 

without something terrible happening. (“Mr. Brown said it was our 

special secret and something very bad would happen if I told.’’) 

Probably the most disturbing type of language cue is the overt tell- 

ing where no one believes the victim. Perhaps the child may use some 

of the sexually explicit language learned from the offender and an adult 
punishes or scolds the child for doing so. One child said she tried to tell 

her mother what was going on and her mother said she never wanted 
to hear filthy talk in their house again. 

Sometimes, what children are trying to say and what they actually 

say are completely different things. It is the very important job of adults 

to listen carefully and then ask specific questions about the child’s 
explanations. 
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EFFECTS 

The damage caused by child pornography and exploitation is com- 
plex and multifaceted. There is often severe and potentially permanent 
damage to the children used in the production of such material. Be- 
cause the overt effects of sexual abuse are not as readily discernible as 

those of physical abuse, they are more difficult to identify and treat. 

The effects of sexual exploitation seem to be proportionate to the 
degree of violence employed, the number of occurrences, the closeness 

of the child’s relationship to the perpetrator, and the family’s reaction 
to the offense. 

Obviously, if the child is abused by a sadist /masochist over a long 

period of time, and if the abuser has been someone the child trusted, 

the effect will be more severe. Then, if the child is disparaged or dis- 

credited by family and friends, the effects may be even deeper and 

longer-lasting. 

Some studies have shown that children who are sexually assaulted 

without violence by a stranger have a better chance at readjustment 
than do victims of abusers who are known to them. However, the full 

effects of sexual abuse over time are nearly impossible to measure. It 
is apparent that in any case there will be some trauma; children simply 

are not equipped emotionally to handle sexual experience at their 

youthful stage of development. 
Odyssey House, a shelter and treatment center for victims of all 

types of abuses, took in a 10-year-old who had been a child-pornog- 
raphy “star” for six years. The girl was so emotionally disturbed and 

fragile that initial therapeutic treatment had to be postponed for a year. 
Although there have been relatively few child victims presented for 

therapy, there is substantial consensus among clinicians that they suf- 
fer emotional trauma during and at disclosure of the sexual activity. 

Short-Term 

The Texas Department of Human Resources (Select Committee 

on Child Pornography, 1978) reported these short-term effects on a 

child involved in sexual activity: 

(1) Regressive behavior 

(2) Delinquent behavior 

(3) Sexual promiscuity 

(4) Poor peer relationships 
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(5) Unwillingness to participate in physical and/or recreational 

activities 
(6) Running away 

(7) Drug and/or alcohol abuse 

(8) Confusion 

(9) Depression 

(10) Anxiety 

(11) Suspicion 

(12) Bad dreams 

(13) Restlessness 

(14) Inexplicable medical problems 

(15) Behavioral inconsistencies with prior behavioral patterns 

(16) Learning disabilities 

(17) Self mutilation 

In order to better understand the disorders listed, we need to divide 

the list into categories. 
There seem to be two general ways children react to this type of 

trauma: inwardly and outwardly. Those who have feelings of betrayal, 
of being used for someone’s gain, of guilt, worthlessness and rage, may 

exhibit inward self-destructive behavior. They tend to isolate them- 

selves, become withdrawn and may turn to alcohol, or other drugs. Fe- 

male victims tend to exhibit inward behavior more than male victims. 

Children who turn their behavior outward tend to exhibit unac- 

ceptable social activity, delinquency, promiscuity, prostitution or vio- 

lence. This type of behavior is even more shocking when the victims 

exhibiting the anti-social behavior are so young. 

Long-Term 

Psychological 

Attempts to identify long-range effects have been hampered by: 

1) lack of agreement on what constitutes harm or adjustment after sex- 

ual exploitation, 2) small numbers of victims willing to stay with a study 

over a necessary period of time, 3) experimental bias, and 4) the ina- 

bility of subjects to accurately recall their feelings, emotions and 
behaviors. 

Asking children to try to express their feelings about their sexual 

experience is probably more effective than waiting 20 or 30 years to 

ask adults to try to recall the intensity of their feelings. It is hoped that 
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future research will provide greater insight into both the short- and 
long-range effects of exploitation on child victims. 

From some of the more general studies we know that some later 

reactions include bouts of depression and confusion about sexual iden- 

tity. Some victims say they have a feeling of being singled out or stig- 
matized. Some have suicidal tendencies. 

There is no doubt, therefore, that in some cases sexual abuse influ- 

ences the personality and behavior of the victim for the rest of his or 

her life. Possible long-range effects include the repetition of self-de- 

structive behavior patterns, such as drug or alcohol abuse, self muti- 
lation, and the development of symptoms such as frigidity. 

We already know from the treatment centers that many of the chil- 
dren and adolescents exploited sexually for prostitution or for produc- 

tion of pornography were victims of incest or were runaways from an 

abusive situation. It is likely that sexual exploitation at home increases 

a child’s susceptibility to exploitation by others, particularly when the 

child is a runaway. For some, the exploitation of their own sexuality 

becomes the only way they know to relate to others. 

Analysis of some of the most recent findings makes possible some 
assessment of specific long-range effects of child exploitation: 

(1) The child who has been prematurely introduced into adult sex- 
uality may have trouble balancing the love/sex question—may have 

difficulty in figuring out the balance between the physical, emotional 

and psychological aspects of relationships; 

(2) As an adult, he or she may later be able to have sex, but may 

not be able to allow his or her emotions to enter into the relationship; 

(3) The child may continue to use sex as a means to an end—to 

gain importance, get attention or reaffirm self-worth; 

(4) The child may continue to see sex as a secretive, improper act; 
(5) The child may have difficulty in trusting others—may feel sus- 

picious of all kindnesses and truly caring persons; 
(6) If pushed by peers to continue sexual activity or compete for 

sexual favors, a child may come to view sexual acquiescence and ac- 
tivity as a way of coping with life’s relationships. (Burgess 1981) 

Legal 

Society, through its jurisprudence system, requires that a person 

charged with an offense has a right to trial and to confront and cross- 

examine his or her accusers. The importance of this right is obvious but 

sometimes it compounds damage to the child victim of sexual abuse 
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because of the repeated recounting of the details—to physicians, po- 

lice, prosecutors, defense attorneys, a trial jury. What, in the child’s 

mind, might have been a briefly traumatic event becomes a terrifying 
ordeal. The legal process forces the child to reorient his or her ideas 

toward an adult interpretation of the offense. The child also takes a 
role in punishing the offender. Legal professionals, lacking training in 
non-threatening methods of interviewing children, tend to use ap- 
proaches appropriate only to questioning adults. Although they may 

try to coax an accurate story from the child, often they confuse and 

bewilder by their questioning. 

Durability of material 

Probably the most underemphasized aspect of the long-range ef- 

fects of child pornography is its durability. Pornographers pass pho- 
tographs around like baseball cards. Once a picture is printed in a 

magazine, or a film made, it will be around until it is either destroyed 

or goes out of circulation. 

Children cannot possibly understand, and most adults don’t com- 
prehend, how durable and damaging even one picture can be in terms 

of future job opportunities and personal relationships. 
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STEPS TO A WAY OF LIFE 

In summary, what happens to child victims of sexual assault as they 

move into adulthood? This eight-step diagram may help explain why 

some children suffer life-long effects from sexual exploitation. 

(1) The child who can least 

Lf afford it, is abused or not ~ 
wanted at home, is the one 

most easily recruited. 

(2) Child runs away from home (8) Prostitution is no longer 
or foster home — or spends lucrative so child uses 

street’ time. “street’’ knowledge to be- 

come pimp. Seeks child 

similar to self. 

Steps 

to 

(3) Child survives on ‘‘street’’ a (7) Child is considered too old 
for a short period — be- Way — is forced into becom- 

comes desperate. of ing a prostitute for other 

¢ adults. 
y Life 

(4) Child is offered nice apart- (6) Temporary emotional and 

ment, bed, meals, drugs, financial security achieved. 

‘the good times.” 

(5) in exchange for sexual fa- 

vors. 

SD 

(1) Children who can least afford such an encounter are the ones 

who often are the most easily recruited into sexual situations. 

They are the ones from single-parent homes, with few ego 

defenses and little emotional strength. They are the ones most 

easily taken advantage of, and for whom being exploited may 

become a way of life. 
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The child may be abused, or may not be wanted in the 
home, or may spend a considerable amount of time away from 

home; 

(2) Child runs away from home or foster home, or spends time 

on the “street’’; 

(3) Child survives on the “street” for a time, eventually becomes 

desperate for shelter, food and clothes; 
(4) Perpetrator offers child nice apartment, clean bed, good food, 

occasional drugs and general “good times”; 

(5) Child exchanges sexual favors and photographs for basics; 

(6) Child achieves temporary emotional and financial security; 
(7) Child is considered too old for perpetrator’s interest—is en- 

couraged and finally forced into becoming a prostitute for 

other, older adults; 

(8) Prostitution no longer lucrative, so child uses “street”? knowl- 

edge to begin looking for a type of child similar to earlier self. 

Only through early detection, intervention and education can we 
break the pattern of these steps to a way of life. Sexual abuse is a com- 

plex, multifaceted question. There are no simple answers. 
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17 
Obstructions 

Child pornography continues to flourish in spite efforts to stop it. 
It is estimated that the total pornography industry has become a mul- 
tibillion-dollar business. 

Most adults, including those who are greatly concerned about the 

rights of all individuals, decry and condemn the whole area of children 
in pornography. Why, then, is it so difficult to stop the proliferation of 
child pornography? 

There are many reasons why the pornography flourishes, but one 

of the most significant is its underground nature. 

UNDERGROUND NATURE 

Police and others who work in this area have trouble stopping child 

pornography because they are not able to find the producers of the ma- 
terial. Sometimes they can prosecute store owners who sell the mate- 

rial, or mail-order recipients of matter, but rarely can they locate the 

source of it. There are shrewd and devious business practices that make 

identification very difficult and prosecution almost impossible. 

Suppliers 

Who are the suppliers of the material? Where does it come from? 
Most of it comes from pedophiles, professional procurers and parental 

figures. 
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Organization/Operation/ Distribution 

Major operators 

How are the major operations organized? What is their method of 

operations and distribution? 
Kurt Similies, a postal inspector, testified (1977) that there are be- 

tween 20 and 30 major distributors of pornographic materials in the 

United States. These distributors supply several hundred jobbers and 

wholesalers, who in turn transmit the material to thousands of retailers. 

Similies said major distributors of pornographic films and other ma- 

terials are located in New York, Pennsylvania, Florida and on the West 

Coast, especially Los Angeles. Tie-ins between small and very large 

distributors are evident, and even legal talent is exchanged between 

companies. 

Transportation 

Distributors use a variety of transport methods. Some use trucks 

registered to their corporation or company; others ship by bus or other 

common carriers, and via air freight (this is the most common method 

for shipping eight-millimeter films). Shippers frequently change car- 
riers and switch pickup and delivery methods. 

The minor distributors are organized in a similar way, but their 
operations and distribution is on a smaller scale. 

Minor operators 

Michael Guio (1980) studied the organization and operation prac- 

tices of child-sex rings in five states. He found that since usually only 
one person is at the helm of a minor collection/distribution operation, 
time is essential in developing numerous contacts and making extensive 

collections. Persons who typically have these blocks of time are those 

who are either retired or who can anonymously work on the job, such 

as toll takers and security guards. The small operators need blocks of 

time to write correspondents, read and keep records. 

Storage space also is important for the small operator. Since noth- 
ing is ever thrown away, collections of material can take large amounts 

of room. Usually these people use highly sophisticated record-keeping 
and data-retrieval systems with cross referencing to other files which 
identify the contributor or correspondent. 

Because of the fear of discovery, extensive efforts are made to hide 

the true identity of individuals involved. Fictitious identity is estab- 

lished by the use of fake names and post-office boxes. These operators 
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may not ever reveal their identity to the people with whom they 
correspond. 

A sexual preference for children is another necessary ingredient for 

minor distributors to maintain their operation. Some of the people in- 

volved collect and produce child pornography. Others only collect the 
material and never have contact with children. The pornography may 

also be used for the selection of a specific child or youth for sexual 
activity, if the collection agency has a connection with a children’s home 
or some other organization. 

Child pornographers have a strong need to share their interests. 

They often make audio tapes of their sexual encounters. They describe 
in detail the seduction and eventual sexual relationship with the child. 
There seems to be an urge to retell their experiences. 

Finally, the enlarging of the photo collection is a common ingre- 

dient—no matter how large or sophisticated their collection, they want 

to add new photos or films. 

Self-regulating component 

Both the major and minor operators have problems with theft, un- 

authorized duplication of material and commercialization of private 

material. Since there is no copyright or other legal recourse, they must 

prosecute in their own way. The self-regulating mechanism eliminates 

members who stray from game rules. 

Michael Guio found several ways operators guarded against fraud. 
First, the subscribers were screened by checking the grade of paper, 
typewriter keys and number of letters written as well as the tenor of 

the correspondence. He found that letters were always kept as a se- 
curity measure (or perhaps for blackmail purposes, if needed). Second, 
the guilty party was chastised both by the operator and by other mem- 

bers in the group through strongly-worded letters. Third, the offending 

member was cut off from the group—isolated and dropped from all 

further correspondence. 

Laundering of Material 

Another reason why child pornography is such a difficult problem 

to solve is the pornographer’s practice of “laundering” the products. 

Law-enforcement officers, prosecutors and others who are knowledge- 
able on the subject often speculate about where the materials, partic- 

ularly the films, are made. Pornographers in California, Texas or New 

York, for example, would like authorities to believe that the films all 

originate in foreign lands. 
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Recent information indicates that although some material comes 

from Scandinavian countries, it does not necessarily originate there; 

the importation is merely a subterfuge by the industry to avoid detec- 
tion and possible prosecution in the United States. 

For the purpose of explanation, here is a fictitious example of how 

the laundering process operates: 

(1) Tucson, Arizona 

pedophile requests 

hard-action film. 

(2) Tucson child porno- 

grapher recruits 

victims to do filming. 

(7) Child pornographer 

informs pedophiles 

that “Denmark film” is 

available at $500. 

(3) Victims sent to 

Phoenix for filming. 

v 
(4) Undeveloped 8-minute (6) Marketed film sent back 

film sent to Los to child pornographer 

Angeles for in Tucson. 

processing. 

(5) Processed film sent 

to Denmark for whole- 

sale marketing, titles 

and ‘‘European look.”’ 

Let’s say that a group of pedophiles indicates through correspon- 

dence that there would be a good market for some new films of “young, 
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blond, blue-eyed boys in hard action.” The pornographer picks up on 

this opportunity and begins the filming and subsequent laundering of 
the film. 

Here is how the laundering scam works: 

The pornographers recruit their victims in one city, send them to 

another city for filming, then send the film to a third city for processing. 

The film then is sent to another country for wholesale-marketing prep- 

aration (that is, mass production, other-than-English titles and a for- 

eign processing look). Finally, it is returned and made available for 
retail sale. 

* A similar process for circulation of the material is illustrated: 

(1) U.S. firm uses 

laundering scam to 

produce hard-core 

child pornography. 

(2) U.S. firm sends 

inventory to forwarding 

agent in Scandinavian 

country. 

(3) U.S. firm circulates 

catalog 

of new inventory. 

(4) Buyer makes choice, 

sends order 

to overseas country. 
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(6) Agent mails order 

back to U.S. customer, 

now with foreign 

covering — includes 

catalog of new offerings 

and questionnaire re- 

questing what other 

materials customer 

desires. 

(5) Overseas 

agent puts money 

in Swiss bank 

for U.S. firm. 



A U‘S.-based firm may or may not use a laundering scam to pro- 

duce child pornography but may build up its inventory and send it to 

a “contact” abroad. Catalogs then are sent to U.S. customers. The cus- 

tomer sends the order to the overseas agent, who deposits the money 

and fills the order. This kind of laundering system protects the identity 
of the firm and makes it difficult for law-enforcement officials to track 

down the production operation. 
The laundering process is costly, but so are penalties for the pros- 

ecuted offender. The tax advantages of foreign banking are also a 

consideration. 
Laundering is a deceptive but temporarily effective practice. How- 

ever, as in any firm that deals with such large groups of employees and 

customers, eventually complaints arise. And it takes only one disgrun- 

tled employee to blow the whistle on an operation. So, mobility and 

transiency are keys to staying in the child-pornography business. 

LEGAL DIFFICULTIES 

Another reason why child pornography is a hard problem to solve 

is that it is difficult for prosecuting attorneys to gather evidence against 

pornographers. 

Some of the methods defense attorneys have used include seeking 

lenient judges, seeking federal-court rulings, and giving a vague charge 

to a jury. 

Pornographers who seek lenient judges shop for the most liberal 

judge to try the case. Some judges are known for being soft on por- 

nographers. Too, a buildup of cases with lenient judges in one com- 

munity adds to the difficulty prosecutors have in getting a strict ruling 
in a nearby community. 

Pornographers who have sought federal court rulings on local com- 

munity issues have often found a more lenient judge to hear the case. 

Defense lawyers have often tried to confuse the issue by raising the 
question of First Amendment protection, thus obtaining a new hearing 

as well as additional time for preparing the case. State courts are fully 

capable of dealing with the First Amendment issue, but the request for 
hearing in the higher court prolongs the appeal process. 

Judges who have given vague or even incorrect charges to juries 
have also made child pornography difficult to prosecute. A judge, 

through misunderstanding or intent, may ask the jury to decide whether 

the material is obscene, using the standard of whether it “appeals to 
the prurient interest of the average person.” 
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Jurors, most of whom see themselves as average persons, recoil with 

horror or disgust when shown child pornography. But does the material 

appeal to the prurient (lustful or lewd) interests (longings)? “No, of 

course not,” jurors answer; certainly they are not “turned on” by it. 

Therefore it is not obscene according to the judge’s charge. The charge 

should be, “does it appeal to a prurient interest” according to the 1973 

Supreme Court decision (Miller v. California). The advent of the 1982 

Supreme Court decision cracking down on all aspects of child pornog- 

raphy will strengthen local court decisions. Many of the legal obstacles 
mentioned here will be removed. 

e 

Postal Service 

The U.S. Postal Service for years has spent much time and effort 
in the investigation and prosecution of dealers in adult and child por- 
nography. Inspectors enforce several federal laws which prohibit the 

distribution by mail of obscene material. The 1865 Postal Obscenity 

Statute is the basic statutory weapon by which the Postal Service tries 

to restrict the use of the mails for dissemination of child pornography 
material. The statute provides for criminal penalties of up to five years 

in prison, a $5,000 fine, or both, for using the mails to transmit any 

“obscene, lewd, lascivious, indecent, filthy or vile article, matter, thing, 

device or substance.” The penalties are doubled for recidivists. 

However, inspectors depend largely on customer complaints to help 

locate violators. About 90 percent of the cases begin after a customer 
who receives unsolicited matter in the mail files a complaint. The Postal 

Service initiates a few cases by answering ads in sex-related newspa- 

pers and magazines. 
A problem the Postal Service has had for years is the use of post- 

office boxes by pornographers and pornography collectors, a use that 

is prohibited by regulation. This rule, backed up by the basic statute, 

could be the legal broom for cleaning up the post-office box problem. 
However, postal authorities say lack of time and personnel prohibit such 

a move. 

Customs Service 

The U.S. Customs Service seizes some shipments of pornographic 
matter entering this country. But, while the volume stopped is large 

(15,000 items in 1976), it is generally thought that these seizures rep- 

resent only “the tip of the iceberg.” 
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Like the Postal Service, the Customs Service faces problems in en- 

forcing statutes applicable to child pornography because of the diffi- 

culty in establishing the age of the victim and identifying the point of 

origin. 
In hearings in several states and at the federal level, customs offi- 

cials stated that 60 percent of the seized material included child por- 

nography, and that they believed it to be a rapidly growing import. 
The major problem in enforcement of laws against importing child 

pornography is that no action is taken against the sender or the re- 

ceiver. The material is destroyed but no charges are filed. Thus, the 

only penalty is the loss of a shipment, a loss that may be easily absorbed 

by big-time operators. 

FIRST AMENDMENT 

Is child pornography covered by the First Amendment? It is a 

question that has been debated in the courts and in countless articles— 

from professional journals to junior-high class papers. 
The law states: “Congress shall make no law. . . abridging the 

freedom of speech or of the press.” 
Some civil libertarians feel that any restriction of expression vio- 

lates the First Amendment. On the other hand, reasonable limits on 

obscenity do not restrict freedom of speech or press; rather, they extend 

freedom in society as a whole. 

Wise laws against child pornography do not inhibit the freedom to 

express ideas; they restrict profiteering at the expense of child victims 

by making perpetrators think twice before becoming involved. 

With some anguish, the American Civil Liberties Union in 1977 

examined the legislative push toward a definitive statute on child por- 

nography and decided it could not support the effort. As strict First- 

Amendment constitutionalists, ACLU attorneys maintained that free- 

dom of expression extends even to peddlers of this “most repellent” 

material. Prosecute the producer, the child recruiter, they urged, but 

what they produce—what is in print—must have the full protection of 

the Constitution. With the 1982 Supreme Court decision, the ACLU 

may establish a different viewpoint. 

The Constitution has always permitted certain restrictions on speech 

and the press. For example, there are laws forbidding incitement to 

violence, libel, slander, partisan campaign speeches by federal civil ser- 

vants, misleading and fraudulent advertising, the divulgence of mili- 
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tary secrets, verbal interference with court proceedings and picketing 
in a context of violence. The Supreme Court has added one more— 
child pornography. 

Chief Justice Burger put it well: ““To equate the free and robust 
exchange of ideas and political debate with the commercial exploita- 

tion of obscene material . . . demeans the First Amendment and its 
high purposes in the historic struggle for freedom” (Christianson, 1981). 

PUBLIC DEMAND 

Another reason why child pornography is such a difficult problem 

to solve is the demand for it by child pornography consumers. 

Commercial Videotapes 

In increasing numbers, stores offer every form of explicit sexual 

behavior that commercial ingenuity has invented. It is now for sale, 
rent or trade on videotape cassettes. Although the majority of this ma- 

terial has adults as the topic, some child-related material is available 
for “special customers.” 

‘‘Brown Bag’’ Child Pornography 

An offshoot of this type of commercial pornography is the ability 

of adults now to make their own movies with video cameras at home. 

The cost of videotape equipment has decreased while the quality has 

increased. It has become a boon to the “‘do-it-at-home”’ pornographer. 

There is no way to estimate the traffic in material that has been pro- 
duced in this way. 

Lucrative Business 

There is a business law that states: “Demand decrees price.” Be- 
cause the demand is high for child pornography, because the risks are 

also high to produce, distribute and purchase it, and because victims 

are not demanding, the profit margin on child pornography is ex- 

tremely high. 
Production costs for magazines and films are much the same 

whether the subject matter is pornographic or not. But the retail prices 
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of pornography, for these other reasons, are much higher than the prices 

charged for non-pornographic material of the same type. For example, 

a 200-foot, eight-millimeter film portraying explicit sexual material 

might cost $10 to produce but retail for $50 to $100 or more. A 50- 

page, glossy paper, color printed magazine might cost $6 to produce 

and sell at $15 to $20 a copy. The Los Angeles Police Department es- 
timated sales of child pornographic material in that city in 1977 ata 

hundred million dollars. As can readily be seen from typical profit-mar- 
gin figures, the net on such sales is enormous. 

Investigators (Martin 1981) reported that one 50-foot homemade 

reel featuring two youths engaged in hard-core sex was priced at $50 
each and scheduled for mailing to a list of 2,000 waiting customers. 

The film, seized in an arrest, was produced in one evening, the inves- 

tigators said. 

Some pornography dealers have regarded their success as a triumph 

for the small-business person. They have had a glimpse of the demand 

and built a business based on that demand. Stories are told of persons 
without any previous business experience parlaying $500 into “a gold 

mine.” 

Even conservative estimates clearly show that child pornography 

is profitable, and growing more so. 

Organized-Crime Interests 

Such profits are naturally more than a little attractive to that ele- 

ment of society known as “Organized Crime.” 

There is little question that the total pornographic industry is or- 
ganized. One entity, Erotic Words and Pictures (known as EWAP), 

has numerous locations in California and several other states. Various 
law-enforcement agencies have gathered information indicating exis- 

tence of interlocking and wide-ranging connections between adult-en- 
tertainment businesses around the country. 

A Texas special grand jury report (Select Committee on Child Por- 
nography 1978) heard expert testimony that 90 percent of the pornog- 

raphy in the United States appeared to be controlled by a few groups 

operating with the blessing and cooperation of the national crime 
syndicate. 

Before 1970, pornography dealers were independents, obtaining 

their merchandise from local wholesalers. The industry at that time 

was virtually untouched by organized crime. However the high poten- 

tial for profit eventually proved irresistible; since 1970, retail outlets 
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have been organized and monopolized by groups with organized crime 

connections. Film-processing laboratories controlled by crime figures 

are flourishing. Both local producers and distributors operating na- 
tionwide have syndicate connections. 

It is typical that ownership and management of the various facets 
of the industry are held by operators who do not belong directly to or- 

ganized-crime families. Instead, they are backed and controlled by or- 

ganized-crime members, who use intimidation and various illegal 

business practices to force the independents to sell to the “organiza- 

tion.” The result is that in the last few years the industry has become 

dominated by organized crime. 

It is interesting that organized crime’s relatively rapid takeover of 

the pornography industry coincided with the courts’ more liberal at- 

titude toward sexual license. (Gates 1977) 

Retail owners have admitted that they frequently look to orga- 

nized-crime elements for distribution and “other assistance,” but say 

they are forced to do so. They contend that the mob influence is there 
because nobody else wanted to take over organization of the industry. 

Federal prosecutors have testified, however, that the involvement of the 

underworld runs deeper than just the distribution end of the business. 
A 1976 study on organized crime by a presidential commission 

found that mobsters “moved in, first, in the distribution of pornogra- 

phy, and then into all aspects of the industry, literature and films of all 

types and their production, wholesaling and retailing.” (Task Force 
1976) . 

In fact, pornography now is organized crime’s third largest source 

of income, surpassed only by gambling and narcotics. In child pornog- 

raphy, production centers seem to be clustered in California, Texas, 

Illinois, New York, Florida, and, curiously, Arizona. New York is a 

major distribution center, as is Chicago, and the network of sales out- 

lets covers the nation. (Ayood 1978) 

Interest Groups 

Another issue that crops up when concerned citizens begin to speak 
out about the victims of child pornography and sexual exploitation is 

that of interest groups which promote sexual activity between children 

and adults. 
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The Rene Guyon Society 

Probably the most well-known of all these groups is the Rene Guyon 

Society. This radical group bases its philosophy on the writings of Guyon 

(1933) and a grotesque distortion of the early work of Freud. The So- 
ciety’s slogan is “Sex by year eight or else it’s too late.”” Members con- 

tend that children need sex with compassionate adults to reduce violent 

antagonisms supposedly aroused by societal repression and guilt. 

Sexual repression is advanced as the cause of depression, suicide, 

delinquency, gang warfare, assault, and a host of other social problems. 

The Society also advocates sexual rights for children including aboli- 

tion of laws restricting incest and sexual abuse. The Guyon Society, 

organized since 1964, claims up to 5,000 members primarily parents 

and psychiatrists (Martin, 1981). 

NAMBLA 

Another group that promotes sex between adults and children is 

the North American Man Boy Love Association (NAMBLA). This 

group believes there should not be any age-of-consent for child sex— 

the earlier the child has sex, the better. In fact, the association contends 

that it is a parent’s responsibility to make sure a child understands the 

body’s sexual capabilities very early in life. 
At a 1981 Boston University conference on the Sexual Exploitation 

of Children, several NAMBLA members and their legal counsel dis- 

rupted the conference to protest that the child molester’s side of the 
story wasn’t being told. A group of 12- to 16-year-old boys picketed 
the meeting, carrying signs that read, “Repeal Child Porno Laws.” 

Proponents said the boys were all well-adjusted children who liked hav- 

ing sex with adults and posing for nude pictures (NAMBLA, 1981). 

Four months after the conference, police arrested a college teacher 
and three other men in connection with a “man-boy” sex ring. Orgies 

with boys aged eight to 15 were regularly conducted at the Long Island 

home of one of the members of this national organization. 

Police had evidence that on numerous occasions boys were brought 

to a home where they were introduced to middle-aged men who so- 

domized and sexually abused them while videotape cameras recorded 
the action. Some 300 videotapes were seized along with 50 reels of 8- 
mm film. 

The men, all members of NAMBLA, were charged with possession 

of pornographic materials and endangering the welfare of minors. 

124 



The New York District Attorney said that the North American 

Man-Boy Love Association was founded in Boston in 1978, with the 

announced purpose of breaking down the barriers of sex taboos be- 
tween men and boys. 

Childhood Sensuality Circle 

The Childhood Sensuality Circle, a sex group based in San Diego, 

California, believes children should begin sex at birth. In fact, the group 

contends that it “causes a lot of problems not to practice incest’ (Cra- 
dle of Intimacy, 1981). 

Pedophiliac Movement 

The Pedophiliac Movement is led by a small group of liberal, out- 

spoken, militant people who advocate child-adult sex. In some states 

they have organized lobbying efforts based on the theme “children have 

the right to control their own bodies” (Cradle of Intimacy, 1981). 

Sexologists 

Pedophiles and child molesters have picked up on rhetoric and 

preachings of some sexologists in the United States. In journal articles, 

interviews and speeches, some sexologists have advocated that very 

young children should be allowed, and perhaps encouraged, to have a 

full sex life without interference from parents and the law. Although 

these professionals have found ways to work their ideas into other less 
controversial material, the message has been that children are sexual 

beings who need to develop these skills early in life. 

In general, these professional sex experts contend that Freud’s “‘la- 

tency period” —a time of low sex interest from early childhood to pu- 
berty—is a myth imposed on society by conservative thinkers. They 

point out that the body’s sexual response system begins early: infant 

boys get erections and infant girls’ vaginas lubricate. 

One has only to examine the past decade’s work by leading sex- 

ologists to learn that prestige, notoriety and the number of lecture in- 

vitations tend to increase as they attack the sacred taboos of society. 
Although they may be adept at challenging long-held beliefs and at- 
titudes, it is doubtful that they are equipped to undo the psychological 

damage suffered by a child introduced prematurely to sex. Most child- 

development experts, psychotherapists and many psychiatrists think 

that if the sexologists had to treat these victims they would quickly 

change their rhetoric. 
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Private clubs, camps and “churches” 

Perpetrators with economic resources and a measure of community 

status may organize their own camps, clubs or churches in order to 
have access to children for their interests and pleasures. Some may in- 

filtrate established youth organizations and adjust regulations to ac- 

commodate their own needs and desires. 

Cult of Youth Philosophy 

In recent years, the media have sold the public the dogma that 

“younger is better and youth reigns.” In the 1960s the community-held 

belief was, “if you are over 30, you can’t be trusted.” However, as the 

years moved up by 10, the age of trust moved down by 10. 

Designer jeans, cars, cosmetics and other commodities are being 

sold by teen-agers. As society accepts advertising’s message that youth 

is beautiful, sexy, desirable, it also accepts advertising’s version of child 

pornography. This makes it easier for child molesters to try to justify 

their deeds when television and glossy magazines promote a seemingly 

sympathetic view. 

A recent wire-service feature story begins, ““The sensuous face that 

beckons from the fashion magazine is that of a sophisticated, mature 

woman with wind-swept, honey-blond hair and full, moist red lips. The 

model is Tamara Jones. The rest is illusion. Tamara is 12 years old. 

She is the newest—and youngest—entrant in the ‘pretty baby’ model 
wars.” (Porno Movies 1981) 

While Tamara is legally selling products with her prepubescent 

sexuality, there are much younger children, both boys and girls, ille- 

gally selling their sex before the camera in motel rooms, abandoned 
houses and studios. 

PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Ignorance 

One of the major reasons child pornography is such a difficult prob- 
lem to solve is because the public does not know its reality, extent and 
pervasiveness. 
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Most people, when asked what they know abut child sexual ex- 
ploitation or child pornography are likely to respond in this vein: “Well, 

there’s nothing like that going on around here, is there?” What the 

public must come to know and understand is that no children, urban 
or rural, are exempt from victimization. 

Unwilling to Get Involved 

Many of the people who realize the seriousness of the subject are 
unwilling to get involved in doing anything about it. It is easier to not 

fully understand nor get emotionally involved, easier to look the other 

way. However, no one concerned about the environment children are 

living in today, to say nothing of the future, can afford the luxury of 
not becoming involved. 

“Live and Let Live’’ 

Another public attitude that helps soothe a pricking conscience is 
titled “tolerance.” Moral indifference combined with an unwillingness 

to be involved in the fight against child sexual exploitation can be jus- 

tified in the admonition that “Americans are tolerant people—they 

practice a live-and-let-live philosophy.” 
Often, those most thankful for a tolerant society are the ones caught 

in a social deviation. However, for the perpetuation of a societal norm, 

toleration must have a limit, lest society become contaminated and self- 

destruct. Murder and rape—even speeding—destroy people. 
To maintain the moral structure of society, as it emerges through 

its children, child sexual exploitation must be eradicated. In the long 

run, child pornography is more damaging than theft. Stealing takes 

only property; pornography takes away a child’s character, destroys 
self-concept, privacy and worth of the individual. 

Conspiracy of Protection Phenomenon 

Investigators and researchers report that protection of the perpe- 

trator by the child seems to be the rule, not the exception. Advice to 

law-enforcement officers is: If you get a confession from a child, be sure 

to hold him or her in custody until you arrest the perpetrator. In many 
cases, even when the child wanted out of the relationship, a firm sense 

of loyalty sent him or her to warn the perpetrator. 
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There are many reasons why a child conspires to protect the per- 

petrator: fear, embarrassment, even love. Some children may not want 

to “kill the goose laying the golden egg.” 

Fear of Exposure 

When parents of sexually exploited children are confronted with 
their child’s involvement, they rarely are willing to file a complaint. 
They fear social censure, shame and the trauma of subjecting the child 

and themselves to court questioning. They dread the publicity. 
Moreover, children often do not report incidents of sexual abuse to 

their parents. They may be afraid that their parents will blame them; 

they may have been threatened by the perpetrator and fear reprisal; or 

they may feel guilty about any physical pleasure received from the sex- 

ual contact. 
In a study (Protection of Children. . . 1977) which asked 1,800 

college students whether they had been subjected to some form of sex- 

ual exploitation as children, almost one-third reported that they had. 

Of that group, only 50 percent of the females reported it to their par- 

ents; only 10 percent of the males told their parents. 

It is clear that the number of incidents of sexual exploitation is 

considerably greater than the number that comes to the attention of 

parents and/or authorities. 
There are both simple and extremely complex reasons why child 

pornography is such a difficult problem. The solutions, however, are 

also complex, though certainly not impossible. The solutions can be ar- 

rived at through an intelligent, informed public that is motivated and 
determined to stop child pornography. 
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12 
Problem-Solving 

GROWING PUBLIC AWARENESS 

Although the problem of child exploitation, particularly children 
involved in pornography, has been growing slowly for decades, not until 

the mid-1970s did it surface as a national concern. A variety of re- 

sources came together as individuals campaigned, hearings were held, 

legislation was enacted, special law-enforcement units were formed and 
the media took up the cause. Since that time, the stop-child-pornog- 

raphy movement has had its ups and downs but slowly gained increased 
recognition. 

The television audience watching the CBS program “60 Minutes” 
on May 15, 1977, was stunned by the program’s report on child por- 

nography. The network had been thorough in its investigation, and pre- 
sented an accurate picture of the problem. Response to law-enforcement 

agencies and the media was strong for a few weeks afterward and then 

faded away, as has been the case with similar problems. 

Later, CBS approached a private movie company to make a film 

on child pornography. The outcome of this request was a film titled 
“Fallen Angel,” which was aired Feb. 24, 1981. 

The fine line between producing an accurate presentation and stir- 
ring prurient interests was a difficult balancing act; the executive pro- 

ducer noted that the script went through 14 rewrites. The producers 

were determined to avoid sensationalism and exploitation in the telling 

but equally intent on getting the message across. 
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“Fallen Angel” told the story of a shy girl, Jennifer, who felt 
neglected after the death of her father. Her mother worked long 
hours at a coffee shop and was becoming involved with an old friend. 
Jennifer, turning 13, sulked, watched TV, rode her bike around the 

neighborhood, and occasionally erupted in prepubescent tantrums. 
On one of her frustration-venting bike trips Jennifer met How- 

ard, the coach of a girls’ softball team. Howard skillfully began 
seducing her with ice cream, flattery and intimations that he was 
the only person who really cared about her. He managed to take 
photographs of Jennifer at every meeting, some of which she kept 
to decorate the walls of her room. Gradually, Howard used pres- 
sure to take more sexually exploitative pictures; at each photo ses- 
sion, his requests grew more demanding. 

At first Jennifer resisted, but Howard was patient, persistent 

and, finally, persuasive. Soon after Jennifer disrobed for a series of 

pictures, she was introduced to a director of child-pornography films 
and a couple of child “stars.” They told Jennifer that they traded 
a few pictures for some drugs and stardom and that it was all really 
very “cool.” 

When Jennifer’s mother happened to see a picture of Jennifer 
in a sex magazine ad, she decided to take the matter into her own 
hands. She traced the photo to Howard, and intercepted the pair 
just prior to overt sexual activity. 

At this point in the film, a social worker discussed the subject 

of runaways and the statistical relationship between runaways and 
child pornography. Then an analysis of the story line was given. 
(O’Connor 1981) 

The “Fallen Angel” script adhered closely to the profile of a pe- 

dophile, considering what little is known about such offenders. Jennifer 

found herself in a situation many children find themselves in: uncom- 

fortable and scared about their involvement, but at the same time feel- 

ing too scared and guilty to call on parents for help. Although the film 

told the story through a female child, it could also have told it through 
a 12-year-old male protagonist, since the child-exploitation industry is 
no respecter of gender. 

Casting problems for the film presented singular insight into how 

delicately the topic had to be handled. The pedophile role, Howard, 

offered to several leading male actors, was turned down with remarks 

such as: “How could I possibly explain it to my children and grand- 

children?” Actor Richard Masur finally agreed to take the part be- 

cause he felt so strongly that the statement needed to be made. 
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The casting search for “Jennifer” also was sensitive. Regulations 
concerning the topic prevented employing an actual 12-year-old, but 

the producers solved that problem when they found Dana Hill, a 17- 

year-old who had a pituitary imbalance that had slowed her growth. 

(Stern 1981) The production and airing of “Fallen Angel” was a big 
step toward increased public awareness. 

Law-Enforcement Strategies 

Law-enforcement officials in many large cities have carefully 

worked out problem-solving strategies to eradicate child pornography 

and thus reduce sex-related crimes inevitably associated with it. 

Some or all of the following ideas have been successful in reducing 

the child-pornography element in communities: 

Community education 

When members of a child pornography speakers’ bureau present 
information to parent-teacher organizations or service groups, doubt- 

ing Thomases become believers. Speakers encourage listeners to warn 

children that child molesters exist and to make sure that they know 

how to protect themselves—without becoming paranoid. Particularly, 

parents need to be aware of the importance of listening carefully to a 

child’s complaint, no matter how much they might doubt its merit. 

Community education involves both the massive media campaign and 

meeting with small groups, even one-on-one, to expose child pornog- 

raphy’s dangers. 
Law-enforcement officers, social workers, educators and anyone who 

works around children, can ask if there are any adults who hang around 

the area. New Orleans police, adopting this strategy, compiled a list of 

individuals who frequently haunted school grounds and arcades. Fol- 

low-up revealed a number of registered sexual offenders. The subse- 
quent investigation resulted in a series of arrests that cleared up several 

unsolved child-assault cases. (Ayoob 1978). 

Media cooperation 

The anti-child-pornography campaign organized by law-enforce- 

ment and other individuals in 1976 caused many adult bookstores to 

drop child-related merchandise. The media, primarily television and 
newspapers, picked up on the campaign and helped raise the public 
outcry, which led to picketing of porno bookstores and theaters. 
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Enforcing existing laws 

Some law-enforcement officers have found that assiduous enforce- 

ment of laws already on the books is greatly helpful toward thinning 

the ranks of offenders. For example, since some pornography busi- 

nesses are located in poorer, low-rent sections of town, strict enforce- 

ment of building codes in those areas can be an effective deterrent. 

And, gaining health-department cooperation to force adherence to 

health regulations can double the pressure. 

Careful investigative work 

The pornography-industry magnates usually have expert legal 

counsel and enough money to fight long court battles. Because of this, 

law officers must take special care to get airtight search warrants. The 

wording of a warrant must avoid broad, subjective terms as well as 

specific medical descriptions—the aim being to leave no doubt about 

the nature of the material being sought. 

Enlist help of local government 

Since some of the biggest money-makers in the adult-entertain- 

ment business are the “peep shows,” a heavy tax can be levied on the 

automatic amusement devices used. If city councils or county super- 

visors want to make business unprofitable for pornography dealers, 

heavily taxing the machines that pay the rent usually produces results. 

Publish owners names 

Some owners of adult bookstores and theaters are well-known cit- 

izens with clean reputations to maintain. Often, if an arrest is made in 

connection with the store, the manager is the person named. A way to 

discourage these absentee owners is to publish their names along with 
those of others involved. 

Maintain professionalism 

One of the most difficult arrests in which a law-enforcement officer 
may participate is related to child pornography. The temptation to call 

the perpetrator an obscene name, or to tell reporters, or to simply lose 

one’s “cool,” can be very strong. However, more than one court case 

has been lost as a result of one or more of these lapses. To be successful, 

officers must keep a professional demeanor, no matter how they per- 

sonally feel about the individuals involved. 
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INTERVENTION AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS 

In the United States, few intervention and treatment programs spe- 

cifically focus on the sexually exploited child victim and the perpetra- 

tor. Of those available, only a few samples in each of these three 
categories will be given: law enforcement, direct service, and medical. 

Law Enforcement 

In 1977, the Sexually Exploited Child Unit within the Juvenile Di- 

vision of the Los Angeles Police Department was created. The unit was 

staffed with detectives who were responsible for the following duties: 
Seek out and investigate violations of state and federal laws per- 

taining to the sexual exploitation of children when: 

e Children under 16 years of age are exploited for commercial 
purposes. 

¢ The exploitation activities are of an organized nature, such as a 

child-prostitution ring. 

e The suspect is a recidivist and/or multiple victims may be 
involved. 

e An investigation is requested by detectives in any of the police 

areas, and approved by the commanding officer of division. 

¢ Exchanging information with outside agencies concerning sex- 

ually exploited victims and suspects. 

e Reviewing all crime and arrest reports relating to sexually ex- 

ploited children. 

e Maintaining files on all suspects who molest, annoy, or commit 

certain sex crimes against juveniles. 

Because of the experience, training and expertise of these detec- 

tives, they were asked to carry out other special assignments within the 

department and in the community. 

¢ The Unit’s staff taught police personnel at the Police Academy 

about the sexual exploitation of children. Instructors were pro- 
vided for the Department’s Juvenile Procedures School, Basic 
Detective School, Vice School, Advanced Officer In-Service 

School, and the Detective In-Service School. 
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e Investigation into sexual exploitation revealed that a substantial 
effort toward public education was necessary. Public awareness 

of the problem was enhanced by the detectives providing lectures 

and presentations to community organizations. They included 

parent/teacher groups, educators, medical groups, and others. 

¢ The unit established working relationships with local, state, fed- 

eral and international law enforcement agencies. These working 

relationships were directly responsible for the apprehension of 

major producers and distributors of child pornography. 

e Members of the unit testified before federal and state legislative 

bodies for stronger legislation in the area of sexual exploitation 

of children. 

The Los Angeles Police Department’s Sexually Exploited Child 

Unit has become a model for other communities. Law enforcement of- 
ficers throughout the country have visited the unit to receive training 

toward a better understanding of the sexually exploited child. 

Direct Service 

Very few direct service programs exist with samples of sufficient 
size to objectively measure change in patients before and after treat- 

ment. Further, there have been only minimal attempts to compare the 

behavioral, psychoanalytic, counseling, or penal approaches to treat- 

ment of perpetrators. 
Research in child exploitation is still in a “pioneering” stage, and 

those who work with the victims and perpetrators have scant docu- 

mented information to build on. So they have to proceed very slowly, 

experimenting as they go. 

Among “pioneer” programs in the United States, two serve as 
models for beginning sex abuse intervention and treatment programs. 

One, in Santa Clara County, California, primarily treats victims of in- 

cest; the other, in New York, provides direct services to troubled youth. 

The Child Sexual Treatment Program operated by the Santa Clara 
Juvenile Probation Department is one of the most successful programs 

to use intensive family and group therapy in treating sex abuse victims. 

The program’s therapeutic approach is based on the theory and tech- 
niques of Humanistic Psychology. The family is treated primarily as a 

system, and the intent of therapy is to foster personal growth and de- 

velopment of self-responsibility in family members. The program has 

also included public education and professional training. (Groth 1978) 
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Another such program that has been successful in treating troubled 

youth is Odyssey Institute, a New York-based, non-profit organization 
with both domestic and foreign subsidiaries. 

In 1966, Dr. Judianne Densen-Gerber, an attorney and the founder 

and chief psychiatric officer of Odyssey Institute, set up a treatment 
center for drug addicts. Over the years, the center expanded to include 

programs in child abuse and neglect, services for women in distress, 
special-education programs and research programs on the twin-disci- 

pline collaboration of law and medicine. Odyssey provides front-line 

direct services to these various target populations and works with other 

professional groups, particularly legislative bodies and others in policy- 
making positions, to help troubled youth. 

Institute staff members got involved in intervention and treatment 

of child-abuse and neglect victims in 1975. In their investigations they 

had found that 44 percent of their clients were victims of incest, 75 

percent were abused before age 12, and 45 percent before they were 9. 

They began to see correlation between these abused and neglected chil- 

dren and use of alcohol and other drugs. So, in their fight against drug 

abuse they began efforts to help children earlier in life by aiming at 

child abuse. 
As they began investigating incidents of abuse, an anonymous tip 

called Odyssey’s attention to the commercial exploitation of children. 

Someone sent some pornographic materials to Dr. Densen-Gerber and 
asked if the Institute knew what was going on. That query stirred the 

Odyssey staff into action against the sexual exploitation of children. In 

subsequent news conferences, at legislative hearings and in seminars 

on community-awareness strategy, Odyssey led the way in education 

about the nationwide problem of child exploitation. 

Medical Treatment 

Several kinds of treatment programs have been set up to help per- 
petrators reach emotional maturity and a more stable, productive life. 

Some involve counseling, psychotherapy and behavioral change, and 

some include imprisonment. Professionals disagree on the relative merit 
of the various methods. Some authorities believe that all sexual de- 

viants have some genetic defect that interferes with emotional matu- 

ration. Others think the deviants were themselves assaulted at a 

particular point in their young lives and thus were fixated at that point. 
It is basically a nature-nurture debate. 
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There is increasing awareness that the wrong kind of intervention 

can do more harm than good. Therefore, more sympathetic, sensitive 

techniques for working with perpetrators are being developed. 

There are definite signs of a change from punishment-oriented in- 
tervention and treatment rehabilitation. This approach, when it is in 

the best interests of the child involved, is both hopeful and consistent 

with the trend toward family rehabilitation as the first goal in child- 

abuse and neglect intervention. 

Probably the most important factor in intervention and treatment 

is the cooperation between various disciplines and professional groups. 
A concentrated, coordinated effort between law enforcement, social- 

service agencies, private organizations and the medical community is 

essential to preserve the best interests of the child, the family and the 
perpetrator. 
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13 
Steps toward Action 

KNOW THE FACTS | 

There are three basic facts to keep in mind in initiating action to 
stop child pornography and general sexual exploitation of children: 

1) Child pornography is occurring. In a society that would rather 
turn its head than deal with ugly, unpleasant problems, the fact re- 

mains: child exploitation is occurring in both urban and rural 
communities. 

2) Child pornography is illegal. The law prohibits any child from 

being used by a pornography producer in any sexually explicit manner. 

In all states, forced sexual contact is against the law, as is any sexual 

contact with a child by an older person. 

3) Child pornography can be stopped. The key to stopping child 
pornography is community cooperation toward action. Each person 

must have an understanding of the problem, see it as solvable, and co- 
operate with others to bring about action to stop it. 

KNOW THE LAW 

Federal 

The federal law dealing with sexual exploitation of children, the 

Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation Act of 1977, in- 

corporates the term “obscene” into the legislation designed to control 

child pornography, bypassing the constitutional hurdles of the First 
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Amendment. The bill incorporates a dual approach—penalizing child- 
pornography producers as child abusers, and focusing on the issue of 

obscenity with distributors and retailers of sexually explicit material 
involving children. The law prohibits any child under 16 from being 
used by a producer in any sexually explicit manner. 

‘ 

State 

Since 1977, much of the state-level legislative activity concerning 

child sexual abuse and exploitation has focused on appropriate juris- 

diction and clarifying legal definitions of sexual abuse. In most delib- 
erations, better protection of the child has been a primary concern. 

Piror to this focus, many states had criminal laws, such as those 

dealing with incest and rape, that failed to specifically consider the sex- 

ually abused child. All cases brought under these statutes fall within 
the jurisdiction of the criminal court, since no provision is made for 

juvenile-court child protective intervention. In the past few years, an 

increasing demand for protection of children from sexual exploitation 

has created an upsurge in legislative activity dealing with the problem. 

Hearings have been held and bills have been introduced in state 

legislatures. 

Some efforts have concentrated on the producer of pornography as 

a child abuser, while others have concentrated on both producers and 

distributors. Violations of obscenity statutes, which formerly were ruled 

misdemeanors, have been made felonies when children are involved. 

The Courts 

Usually, the use of the criminal courts involves law enforcement 
agencies rather than child protective service agencies. The criminal 

courts focus on punishing the offender rather than focusing on pro- 
tecting or treating the child and family. 

Both criminal and juvenile courts have specific procedures for han- 
dling cases involving children. They can remove the child from the home, 

order agencies to provide treatment for the child and family, avoid the 

necessity for courtroom testimony by the child, and permit a judge to 

question a child in chambers out of the presence of the others involved. 

The focus of the two courts, however, differs significantly: criminal court 

procedure centers on the perpetrator, while the concerns of the juvenile 
court focus on the child. The juvenile court is more likely to have access 
to support services for supervision and treatment and tends to be more 
flexible. 
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The use of the criminal courts, on the other hand, may be more. 

suitable for cases where physical injury is involved, or where the per- 
petrator’s behavior is compulsive, repeated, or sociopathic. Criminal 

court prosecution or the threat of prosecution can be a powerful incen- 
_tive for the perpetrator to change behavior. 

KNOW THE SIGNS 

Parents, educators, social-service personnel and law-enforcement 

officers—anyone who works with children or is concerned about them— 
probably wonder if they could recognize when or whether a child is 

involved in pornographic activity. Is there anything different about a 

child who is so involved? There are a few clues to this type of trouble 

in a child’s life. No single sign serves for positive identification, but as 

a group the signals might alert one to look further. 

Behavior 

Abrupt behavior changes in children send up warning flags that 
something may be troubling them. If they have bright, outgoing per- 

sonalities and suddenly become quiet, withdrawn and moody, they may 
be in trouble. On the other hand, when children who usually are well- 

behaved, obedient and passive suddenly turn belligerent, quarrelsome, 

antagonistic, they may be in trouble. If a child’s personality seems to 

change overnight and the pattern persists, it is a signal that something 

is wrong. 
Another distinctive sign is depression. The child may not want to 

eat, go to school, go outside and play, try new experiences or show any 

interest in activities ordinarily found interesting and exciting. This kind 

of behavior change may be interpreted as laziness or a physical illness 

but it may actually have a psychological base. 
These drastic behavior changes may first show up in the school 

classroom or on the playground, in fact, many times educators are the 

first to spot these personality changes. 

Secrecy 

Another sign or clue that a child may be involved in pornographic 
activity is a secretive demeanor. The child may stop mid-sentence in 
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describing some experience, may become selective in explaining activ- 
ities or relationships, may conceal photographs or other material re- 

lated to the pornography or simply become devious, vague and indirect. 

Manipulation 

‘The child who has the upper hand in a relationship with an adult 

may try to treat all adults the same way. Child pornography perpetra- 

tors will give a child anything that child wants, both in material goods 

and in attention and affection. That child controls the adult: the games, 

food, clothing, toys, money—everything but the sexual activity. And, 

in fact, pedophiles have admitted that after a period of time in the re- 
lationship the child even controls the amount, time and type of sexual 

encounters. 

Language 

A child may use terms to describe parts of the body, sex acts or 

deviant behavior that are not appropriate for the setting, the child’s 
age or development. The child may seem to have a sexual understand- 

ing well beyond his or her stage of development. Words not commonly 

used in the home or school environment may be used by the perpetra- 
tor. Children have a way of incorporating words and patterns of speech 
of those with whom they spend time. 

A child also may talk obsessively of a person unknown to the fam- 
ily. If the child is spending a lot of time with such an individual, hints 
of the activities and experiences usually will come out. And even when 

a perpetrator is someone well known to the family, there is a signal 

that something is wrong if a child seems obsessed with that particular 
individual. 

Material Goods 

Sometimes children involved in pornography suddenly exhibit 
money, clothes, toys or other gifts that parents did not buy. Parents, 

educators and others who work with children should question the source 

of any gifts strangers give to children. Perpetrators may employ psy- 

chological persuasion, but usual they add gifts to build up a sense of 
obligation in the child. 
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These are a few signs that may serve to alert adults concerned about 
children who may be in this kind of trouble. Again, one sign alone may 

not mean the child is involved in pornographic activity, but several signs 
together should send up a warning to concerned individuals. 

KNOW HOW TO INTERVIEW VICTIM 

Probably the most difficult part of the total problem of child ex- 
ploitation is that highly-charged moment when the child begins to try 

to tell what has happened. Because all children are different from one 
another, every abuse situation is unique; there are no “right” answers, 

and certainly there are no easy solutions. 

Even specialists in the area of child exploitation take a tight rein 

on their emotions before sitting down to talk to a child in these cir- 

cumstances. They need few reminders of the sensitive nature of the 

task before them. 

If the trained professional finds the child-victim interview difficult, 

how much more important it is for parents who suspect their child has 

been involved in sexual activity to have help in approaching the child. 

Approach 

In the interview with a child victim, both parents and professionals 
must give prime consideration to the child. They must take into con- 

sideration that a child’s initial reaction may be unpredictable, or quite 

different from that of an adult. This is the case because children get 

their ideas of what is right and wrong from older children or adults 

closest to them. It is usually their parents’ reaction that they monitor 

first. If a child tells his or her story and the parent or professional shows 
shame, disgust and disgrace, the child will reflect those feelings. 

On the other hand, if the adults are sensitive, compassionate and 

sympathetic, the child will open up and be more trusting. The child 
will also have a better chance of coming through the experience with 

less trauma. 
Adults who react with emotional outbursts, with anger, hysteria or 

out-of-control behavior may so disturb or frighten the child that he or 

she may not say another word about the abuse. If possible, law-en- 

forcement or hospital personnel should wear civilian clothing during 

the interview. Many children, particularly very young ones, are fright- 

ened by professionals in uniform. 
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Finding out that a child has been victimized or that there has been 

ongoing sexual activity is a crisis. It can be overwhelming and devas- 

tating. The best reaction for parents and professionals is a slow, cau- 

tious concern for the child’s needs. Although it may be difficult, it is a 

good idea not to ask for too much information too quickly. The child 
needs reassurance, needs to know that he or she is safe, that you will 

listen and believe the story, and will help the child. In order to be heard, 

their important messages can only be received in a calm, composed and 

caring atmosphere. 
If you suspect that a child has been victimized, you should ask him 

or her the direct question. You may need to be quite specific in wording 

the question, because, although some children may understand the cor- 

rect terms for sexual activity and parts of the body, others do not. To 

be clearly understood, you may need to use certain slang or vulgar terms. 

If you feel unsure of how to begin, here are some suggestions to 

gently encourage a child to talk about the experience: 

“T want to help you.” 

“Tt is okay for you to talk to me.” 

“Can you tell me what happened?” 
“Take as much time as you want.” 

“Use your own words.” 
“Go as slowly as you like.” 

“T’m not going to push you.” 

If the victim does not want to talk about the experience at that 

time, you need to keep the communication lines open for another time. 

You might say something like: 

“Tt isn’t easy to talk about this, I understand.” 

“If you don’t feel like telling about it now, maybe you will later.” 

“Tl listen to you anytime you want to talk about it.” 

“If this begins to worry you, remember, I want to help you.” 
“If you find yourself thinking about it a lot, please tell me.” 

When children have been victimized, and someone close to them 

asks about it, they may automatically deny it. The suspicion may come 
as a surprise because they have been hiding it for so long a time. How- 

ever, usually the guilt is relieved by disclosure and after thinking about 

it for a while, the child may decide he or she wants to talk about it. 
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Messages 

There are 10 messages that a victimized child needs to hear from 
you in the interview. 

1) “It is OK to tell me about it.” 

The child needs to know that you are glad he or she is telling you 

about it. The child needs to be reassured that to tell someone about it 
is the right thing to do. 

Any accusations or threats about how the perpetrator should be 

punished may make the child feel guilty about discussing the experi- 

ence. If the child is fond of the perpetrator, which sometimes is the 

case, he or she may feel guilty about informing. Your reaction should 
be to listen quietly and encourage the child to keep talking. 

Although it may be difficult, try to focus on the child’s needs and 

feelings—not on the child’s genitals. The natural impulse may be to 
quiz the child about who did what to whom, how much and how often— 
losing sight of how the child may view the experience. For, in fact, some 

children, particularly young ones, may not view themselves as victims; 

may not be aware there is anything wrong in what has occurred. Since 

they will take their cues from you and will reflect your emotions, you 

need to be very careful in your reaction. 

2) “I believe you.” 

Studies that have sought to measure veracity of children’s sexual- 

assault stories have shown that only a very small percentage make up 
stories about abuse. They may not be able to give the dates, times, places 

and details of occurrences, but they would not be capable of such pre- 

cision regarding other events, either. The child’s language develop- 
ment, communication skills, memory patterns and time concepts are 

not at a high enough level to be able to marshal such details, but that 

is not good reason for skepticism—only understanding. 

3) “You are safe with me.” 

The child may or may not have experienced fear in the sexual re- 

lationship; that depends on the nature of the encounter, the child and 

the perpetrator. Either way, however, most child victims will experi- 
ence considerable disquiet in disclosure of the occurrence. You must 
reassure the child that whatever has happened is past, he or she is safe, 

and that you will do everything in your power to keep it that way. 
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4) ‘lam determined to put a stop to this.”’ 

Although it is tempting to make sweeping promises or threats about 
what is going to happen now that you know about the encounter, it 
probably is not a good idea to do so. There may be experiences the child 
will have to endure, such as additional interviews or court appearances 
that are beyond your control. However, if you can convince the child 

of your determination to help, the child will feel that you can be trusted. 

5) “It’s OK to feel. . .” 

Most children have been taught since their early years to defer to 
adults and to trust them. Yet, here is a situation where an adult has 

victimized them. Many children may feel betrayed. The first task is to 

get this message across: It is OK to feel angry, confused, helpless, pow- 

erless, hurt or unfairly treated, that these are emotions anyone might 

feel in the same situation. 
The child must have the opportunity to express these honest feel- 

ings in an atmosphere of trust. Patience and understanding cannot be 

overemphasized at this time. 

6) “It was not your fault.”’ 

It is very important for the child to be relieved of guilt feelings or 

responsibility for precipitation of the encounter. If a child has been 

sexually exploited, the perpetrator, not the child, is to blame. This should 
be explained in specific terms and repeated over and over again. 

Children may feel particularly guilty about disclosure—about tell- 

ing their story. Your responses should very plainly put the blame in the 

proper place: on the perpetrator. You might say: ““When that man took 

pictures of you without your clothes on, he was being very unfair to 

you. He needs some help so he will never do that again to you or anyone 
else.” 

Some children may not know that they have been used, and they 
should be told that it is OK that they didn’t know what was happening 
was bad, that it still wasn’t their fault. 

Children who are taught that there is justice in the world, and pun- 

ishment comes to those who do wrong, become very confused when they 

are molested. They think the molestation has happened to them be- 
cause of something they have done. 

Susie, age 9, said it happened to her because she had stolen money 
from her mother’s pocketbook. Mike, age 11, said he thought it hap- 
pened because he had beaten his sister. 
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Those who work with sexually abused children need to tell the chil- 

dren that bad things can happen to good people. Even Cinderella—who 

supposedly lived a good life—got a few bad turns from the stepmother 

and stepsisters. It wasn’t Cinderella’s fault that the others did bad things 
to her. 

7) ‘‘Some people take advantage of children.”’ 

The child should get the message from you that not all people want 
what is best for children. Some people take advantage of other people, 
especially children. 

By their size alone, adults are perceived as authorities to be obeyed. 

Moreover, children are trained from early age to obey grown-ups. Yet, 

not all adults have a child’s best interests in mind. Some perpetrators 

of child exploitation have claimed to be the only person who really cares 

about the particular child. If this is true, and in some cases it may be, 

it is a terrible tragedy. 

8) “I’m sorry about what happened.”’ 

Closely connected to these messages to get across to child victims, 

is the thought that you are very sorry about what happened. You prob- 

ably deeply regret that the child was ever involved and wish you could 

just wipe it all away with a wave of your arm. The child needs to know 

how much you feel that regret. 

9) “I will help you.”’ 

Reassure the child that even though you are upset and angry, you 

will help in any way you can. The child must know you are someone 

who can be counted on. 

10) ‘I care about you.”’ ; 

This is the underlying message for all of the previously noted mes- 

sages: if you don’t care about the child, none of the other messages will 

get through. 
Children are very perceptive regarding whether you are truthful 

about how you feel about them. They can see through a faked response 

much quicker than most adults. 
If you feel you can’t be perfectly honest about your feelings for the 

child, then you should insist that someone else conduct the interview. 
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Follow-up 

The procedures of professionals involved in treating victims of sex- 

ual abuse vary greatly, based on their experience and training. If you 

are helping a child through some of the additional interviews, you may 

need to run some interference. 

Medical 

Whether the child is physically injured or not, a thorough physical 

exam may be reassuring to both you and the child. The type of exam 
you request will vary, depending on the type of sexual activity that oc- 
curred and the child’s age. Whether young or older, the child should 

be checked for possible venereal disease. If the child is an older female, 
the possibility of pregnancy should be checked. Evidence collected in 

the medical exam may be valuable at a later date, depending on whether 

there is court involvement. 

Some medical personnel are experienced in handling child sexual 

victims. They are careful to consider the child’s feelings and needs above 

all else. Others might choose not to see the victim because they lack 
experience, adequate equipment or interest in the problem. Your aim 

should be to make the medical exam a positive, helpful experience. 

Be sure to prepare the child before you go the physician—explain 
exactly what he or she will experience. If the child has experienced 

trauma, he or she may need to be convinced that the physical exam 

will be helpful. 

Law enforcement 

Some law-enforcement personnel have been specially trained to 

conduct child-victim interviews. Others have not had the advantage of 

this kind of training, however, so you may need to help the child un- 

derstand the procedures. You may also need to help the police officer 
understand the child. 

Each situation will differ depending on the offense, the age of the 
child and experience of the officer. The best situation would be one in 

which a trained officer not in uniform would sensitively lead the child 

through a single investigative process, without asking the child to re- 
peat the story for other personnel. 
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Court system 

Although a court trial might make the recovery period longer and 
more painful for the child, it may be in the child’s best interests in the 
long run. It may also help to protect other children. 

Children should undergo a minimum of interviews about what hap- 
pened. Every attempt should be made to handle court cases in pretrial 

conferences, judges’ chambers, or special closed settings. In addition, 
careful diagnosis and follow-up should be made to determine what long- 

term effects the court experience might have on the child. Whether the 

child is exploited by a known criminal or by a first-offender, the child’s 
needs must come first. The child must have the same rights as any adult, 

and those involved must exercise compassion and understanding. 

Personnel support 

Because even the knowledge of the sexual exploitation is disturbing 

in itself, it may be advisable to arrange for some support in the inter- 

view. Perhaps you will need to talk through your feelings with a coun- 

selor or helping agency. Everyone reacts differently to such situations, 

but even experienced professionals find that working with child sexual 

abuse sometimes affects them more deeply than they expected. 

KNOW HOW TO REPORT 

The Decision 

Deciding whether to report knowledge of a case of child sexual ex- 

ploitation may be difficult for some. The decision is not as difficult to 

reach, of course, if a child has been brutally abused. That clearly would 

be physical abuse. But sexual abuse, with its possible long-term con- 
sequences, also is a form of child abuse. It definitely should be reported. 

Here is some encouragement if the reporting decision is difficult to 

make: 

Crime 

Sexual assault, child pornography, child prostitution or any other 

form of sexual exploitation is criminal. The age of the victim or the 
identity of the perpetrator doesn’t make any difference—it is a crime. 
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Repeated behavior 

Even if a particular victim may no longer be vulnerable to possible 

further exploitation, the perpetrator will probably repeat the offense 
with other children unless some action is taken. Pedophiles are at- 

tracted to children of a certain age span, and there is a pattern of re- 

peated behavior. 

Child’s durability 

You may hesitate to report because of a concern that trauma may 

be compounded by repeated inquiries and possible court hearings. Ide- 

ally, the professionals who work with child victims are sensitive to the 

child’s needs. If handled correctly, the process of getting the matter 

out in the open can have therapeutic value for the child. 

Child’s believability 

You may hesitate to report because the child involved may not get 

all the details correct or remember the particulars of the experience. 

Again, if those involved exercise patience, compassion and understand- 
ing, the child will be believed by the authorities. 

Reporting 

There are several ways and places to report sexual exploitation. 

You can make an anonymous report or a full information report. If the 
anonymous report is made to a crisis center or agency that deals di- 

rectly with victims, it may not become a part of official records. It is 

your right to remain anonymous but if you give your name, address 

and phone number, you will be providing credibility for your report. 

Also, if you have failed to provide complete information, the authorities 

can contact you at a later time. 

If you choose to report directly to the police, they can provide im- 

mediate assistance and arrange for collection of evidence. Usually an 

officer takes the report, a detective investigates, and evidence is given 
to a prosecutor. 
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PROMOTE COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Enlist Help from Others 

One of the most effective ways to combat the spread of child por- 
nography is a concentrated public awareness program. Ideally, such a 

program would have the cooperation and support of any government 
agencies involved. 

In some communities, law enforcement officers have teamed with 

rape crisis counselors in public appearances to advise parents on how 

to become more involved with their children and more aware of the 
problem. 

The entire community has a responsibility to protect its children 

from child molesters. Parents, educators and youth workers should be 

encouraged to discuss the subject with children and to caution them 

against potentially dangerous situations. 
The presence of child pornography constitutes a threat to the moral 

values of children in a community. Professionals can educate the public 

about pornography’s existence. But it will take the joint effort of all 
concerned—parents, educators, law enforcement, legal and social ser- 

vice personnel—working together to solve the overall problem. 

To find out whether your own community has facilities to help vic- 

tims and their families, contact your local department of social services 

or public health. Other possible sources of aid are local police depart- 

ments and women’s centers. Also, many rape crisis centers, run jointly 

by women’s organizations and police departments, have special units 

to deal with child victims. 

Start Prevention Programs 

The availability of telephone help has been important in advancing 

awareness and prevention of child exploitation. Helpline volunteers can 
counsel a child or family in the event of crisis and provide referral for 

therapeutic treatment after disclosure. In some instances they can pro- 
vide information that might prevent an encounter. 

Another excellent prevention program is that of placing a specially 
trained officer in a police department to investigate the sexual exploi- 
tation of children. Because children usually are not complaining vic- 

tims—they usually do not say anything to anyone about the problem— 

the officers must go to where children congregate. Finding non-com- 

plaining victims takes time and effort, but it is one of the most effective 

methods to combat the exploitation. 
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TAKE STEPS TOWARD ACTION 

What Must Be Done 

Screening 

Careful screening methods must be set up to eliminate known de- 

viates from employment involving supervision of children. 

Enforcement 

Statutes that make it a felony to be involved in the production and 
sale of sexually explicit material involving children must be continually 

enforced. These statutes should provide penalties on grounds of child 

abuse. 

Counseling 

Funding must be made available for counseling and rehabilitation 

of child victims. 

Rehabilitation 

Programs must be developed to rehabilitate the perpetrator. 

Programs 

Funding must be made available for victim-witness assistance pro- 

grams to create an atmosphere conducive to voluntary cooperation of 

victims and their families in the judicial process. 

How to Do It 

Unfortunately, laws are not enforced, programs begun or funding 

allocated unless concerned citizens demand it—and hold officials re- 
sponsible for follow through. 

Here are some steps toward the type of action needed to combat 
child sexual exploitation: 

¢ Obtain a copy of your state’s child pornography laws 

Ask your librarian to help you locate the provision of your state 

law that deals with child pornography. Obtain a copy. 
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Build resource file 

Collect newspaper articles, magazine clippings and other pieces 

of information on research, case studies and new treatment pro- 
grams across the U.S. and in your state. 

Write letters 
Write letters to newspapers, radio, television stations, and leg- 
islators informing them of current cases and urging them to 

maintain strong law enforcement on child pornography. 

Collect petitions 

Collect signatures to form a statewide coalition against child 

pornography. 

Contact Attorney General 

Send the Attorney General copies of petitions and individual let- 

ters requesting enforcement of federal laws. 
Legal authorities have stated that effective enforcement of laws 

against child exploitation depends on aggressive investigation and 

certainty of prosecution. 

Law enforcement units 

Work toward establishing or maintaining special units within local 

law enforcement agencies who have child sexual exploitation as 
their primary responsibility. 

Establish public policy 

There must be a point of agreement that everyone can rally around 

in the fight against child exploitation. Here is an example of such 

a resolution: 

Protection 
To protect all children from becoming sexually exploited. 

Prohibition 
To prohibit any conduct which causes or threatens psycho- 

logical, emotional or physical harm to children as a result 

of such sexual exploitation. 

Prevention 
To prevent any person from benefitting, financially or oth- 

erwise, from the sexual exploitation of children. 

Punishment 
To impose just and deserved punishment on those who sex- 

ually exploit children. 
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14 
Prevention 

Just as there are no pat answers in dealing with child victims, there 

are no quick remedies for the child-exploitation problem. Most of the 

recommendations listed here are obvious. Yet, they are complex, too, 
in that they require the cooperation of large groups of people—parents, 

professionals, in fact, everyone in the community. 

A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM 

An effective attack against the sexual exploitation of children could 
be launched in a comprehensive program. Components of such a pro- 

gram would include awareness and education for the public, training 
of professionals and parents, crisis intervention and counseling for vic- 
tims and families. It also would include medical and legal services, al- 

ternate living environments for crisis resolution and follow-up therapy 

services for the child and family. 

Data Collection 

An initial need in the comprehensive program is data collection. 

Social-service personnel, physicians, educators, law-enforcement offi- 

cials and the public all need the foundation of hard data on which to 
build the program. Juvenile department workers as well as police and 
sheriffs’ departments, require factual information to make evaluations 
of the situations they come across in the line of duty. No one should 

be assigned to a sex-abuse case without prerequisite training in the area. 
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Physicians, as first-line professionals dealing with child sexual 

abuse, also need to have current data available. They are in the im- 

portant position to minimize the emotional trauma inflicted on child 

sex victims. Physicians need to know that the social, psychological and 

legal needs of the victims are as important as physical trauma. If sexual 
abuse is not handled properly in the medical setting, damage can occur 

that will show up later in a child’s psycho-sexual development, court- 
ship and/or marriage. 

Physicians often have the first contact and thus have the oppor- 

tunity to help the child and the family through the initial trauma. Some 

communities need to provide stronger legal safeguards for doctors who 

testify in court cases. State statutes, legal protection and the profes- 

sional code of ethics need to be in agreement to support cooperation in 

intervention, prosecution, treatment and follow-up. 

Training of Professionals 

Another high-priority component is the training of professionals 

involved in child sexual abuse. More and more, administrators are dis- 

covering the value of providing special workshops, briefings and up- 

dates on these complex topics. Without new information and current 

methodology, insensitive habits and patterns develop based on faulty 
premises. 

Outline 

Here is a general child pornography training outline for 
professionals: 

e Introduction to the Sexual Exploitation of Children 
¢ Definitions 

¢ Statistics 

¢ Categories 

e Products 

e Myths 

¢ History 

e Victim Profile 

e Perpetrator Profile 

e Enticement 

e Disclosure 

e Symptoms 
° Effects 
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e Obstructions 
¢ Problem-solving 
e Steps to action 

e Prevention 

A variety of training aids—films, slides, tape recordings, video- 
tapes and experts in the field—might be used in teaching these 
components. 

: Treatment of the Perpetrator 

Some authorities believe complete rehabilitation is not achievable 

in a prison setting, but there is little research to prove or disprove this. 

There is considerable evidence, however, that imprisonment fails to 

check sexual deviation. This suggests a need to research the efficacy of 

indeterminate sentences for sex offenders. A few existing programs do 

not allow the release of the offender until there is some reasonable 
guarentee that the person no longer is a menace. However, who decides 

the terms of “reasonable guarantee,” and how it is tested, is in question. 

There needs to be a priority for research in this area because many 

sex offenders do return to the community. In fact, it would be helpful 
to have answers to several related questions. For example, what is the 

recidivism rate for sex offenders? What problems do they have on re- 
turning to the community? How does the perpetrator’s family adjust? 
Did imprisonment help or hinder rehabilitation? 

It is difficult to attach a priority listing to this type of comprehen- 

sive program because each component seems more important than the 

other. Community awareness and education for prevention definitely 

rate priority. The very reason that it is called a comprehensive pro- 

gram, though, is because each component calls for priority. 

MORAL EDUCATION 

In the late 1960s, through the 1970s and into the ’80s, many fam- 

ilies that seemed stable and free of any serious problems were falling 
apart. Many homes still are undergoing stress rising out of the prob- 
lems of inflation, divorce, drug addiction, and delinquency. Because of 

more two-paycheck families, many children came home from school to 
an empty house and have nothing to do for two or three hours. Families 
find they cannot get by on one income, so both parents work. In most 

single-parent families, the option to work or not work does not exist. 
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Even with all these problems, most American parents are very “child 

conscious.” They know about vitamins, shots and the various “needs” 

of children at certain age levels. Yet, there seems to be a missing link. 

There seems to be some basic training many children are not receiving 

at certain crucial points in their lives. Although children need parents’ 

nurturing love and care, they also need a sense of purpose, a notion of 

what is right and wrong and models for these subtle teachings. 

Parents, in the last two or more decades, have relaxed in their re- 

sponsibility for the moral education and training of their young. They 

have also forgotten that children learn most of the lessons about life 

by precept in everyday situations. 
Children need more than good food, a pleasant physical environ- 

ment and psychological understanding; they need to learn ethical prin- 

ciples—a firm idea about what they ought to do and what they should 

not do, and why. They also need to believe in something beyond them- 

selves—in principles and values that serve to guide them as they move 

away from the family. 
There are children who have grown up and exist in a moral vacuum 

of self-centeredness. The “me-generation” label aptly describes this 

phenomenon. 

Parents need to model as well as verbally teach the values they 

want their children to learn and hold true for their lives. Each individ- 
ual needs to know exactly what he or she believes in, holds sacred, and 

what has value to stand by through thick and thin. 

There are two possible long-term solutions to consider in facing this 

dilemma: intergenerational living arrangements and parenting edu- 
cation outside the home. 

Intergenerational Living Arrangements 

Economic stress is expected to continue to plague most Americans 

for several years to come. Thus, it is predicted, more parents will be 

working, and there wili be family problems as consequences of contin- 

uing stress. Consider, for a moment, that perhaps the family was never 

meant to be nuclear. Parenting is a learned behavior; perhaps the best 
place to learn to be a parent is in the home. If Americans would return 
to the extended-family lifestyle, young parents could work while the 

grandparents cared for the children and they could also learn the art 
of child rearing from the grandparents. 
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Over the past two decades, millions of young parents have moved 
away from their parents both physically and mentally. Resulting iso- 

lation and alienation create an environment conducive to family vio- 
lence—particularly abuse and neglect of children. 

By living in the extended family, children probably would also have 

a greater chance to obtain a family-oriented moral education—a feel- 
ing for what is right and what is wrong. It is a long-range approach to 

solving the problem of child sexual exploitation, but it merits serious 
consideration. 

e 

Parenting Education outside the Home 

Another possible solution to help children become all they are ca- 

pable of being is teaching individuals in schools and churches how to 

be parents. High schools need to set up parenting courses for all stu- 
dents; teen-agers and young adults have very little idea about the real- 

ity of parenting. They romanticize the concept of being a parent but 

do not visualize the total day-in, day-out responsibility involved. 

Churches have a responsibility to help educate young parents in 

the art of child rearing. They can also help parents teach moral values 

and ethical behavior to children. 

SEXUAL ASSAULT EDUCATION 

Another important means of combating child sexual exploitation 

lies in giving children proper information about the possibility of sexual 

assault. Teaching children how their bodies function and about appro- 
priate sexual behavior can be an important step toward prevention of 

sexual assault. 

Research has shown (Lewis 1980) that: 

e Children whose parents make it a point to discuss sex education 

tend to delay first intercourse longer than those whose parents 

avoid sex talks. 

° If and when the better-informed children do have intercourse, 

they are more likely to use contraceptives, and 

e The more sex information children have, the less likely they are 

to become pregnant or catch a venereal disease. 
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These conclusions suggest that when parents talk to their children 

about sex they not only help them toward responsibility in their sexual 

behavior, they also help them develop a better attitude about sex. In 

these talks parents are presenting their value system and providing 

guidance as much as informing and educating. They are helping the 
child make the sharp distinction between knowing and doing, between 

what is possible and what is right for them. 
Using the same discussion methods, parents can help their children 

understand the possibilities of a sexual assault. Although most parents 
would talk to their children about sexual assault that has happened in 

the neighborhood, few provide such information in a preventive way. 

Information about sexual exploitation can be a part of every child’s 

basic safety education. As the child grows older, the amount, level and 

understanding of the safety details change. A child’s understanding of 

sexual assault can grow and change also. 

Unless there has been an incident in their home area, children are 

not likely to ask questions about sexual assault. So parents must initiate 

the discussion. The place to begin is to provide the words for all body 

parts. Mouth, eyes, elbows and knees are labels a child learns early in 

life. However, proper names for the anal, breast and genital areas are 

usually not mentioned. Without these names it is impossible to be spe- 

cific in discussions concerning sex and/or sexual assault. 
Parents find it very difficult to discuss sex with their child. How- 

ever, their discomfort is usually not shared by a curious child unless 

they let it show. Parents are reluctant to talk about sex for several fun- 

damental reasons. Not only are open sexual relations in a family un- 
acceptable, but the typical family also desexualizes its relationships for 

the sake of day-to-day comfort. Too, if sexual issues are awkward, the 

topic of assault compounds the difficulty. 

Beginning 

There are ways parents can lessen discomfort in discussing the pos- 
sibility of sexual assaults. One way is to gather good sex-education ma- 
terials on both the adult and children’s levels, read the materials and 

then practice the words, beginning slowly and carefully. Parents may 

want to discuss the material with another adult before approaching the 
child. 
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The steps just mentioned are very formal and are presented here 
for the benefit of those parents who keep postponing the job of sex 
education. 

Ideally, sex education starts when the child is quite young and con- 
tinues through life. Providing answers to a child’s questions as they 
come up, one by one, is the most natural and best form of sex education. 

Asking children what they already understand about the topic is 
also a good way to initiate sex discussions. It also gives parents an op- 

portunity to clear up any misconceptions. Learning what level of un- 

derstanding a child has can help a parent decide what and how much 
new information to offer. 

Content 

What each parent says to each child will be different, since much 
depends on the child’s age, the parent’s values, openness, language and 

family structure. Preschool-age children have had some experience with 
assault behavior if they have been around other children at all. They 
may understand this type of behavior as someone who is unfair, does 

not take turns, or is a bully. Finding an analogy that the child already 

understands is a good starting point. 
An important issue to establish about sexual assault is that not all 

people want what is best for a child. Some people may try to make a 

child do something that makes a child feel uncomfortable or is unfair. 

A parent might say: “Sometime someone might want to touch your 

crotch (vagina or penis) and you don’t want them to,” or, “someone 
might try to make you touch his penis and you don’t want to.” These 

are ideas that preschoolers as well as school-age children can 

understand. 
Another important issue to establish is that the “someone” who 

might want a child to do unfair things might be a friend. It is difficult 

to explain the difference between a forced assault and more subtle types 
of coercion. It is important to explain that the “someone”’ may even be 

a person everyone knows, likes and trusts. Statistics show that a ma- 

jority of all sexual assaults of children are by people known to the victim. 
There are many opportunities to discuss this topic with the impetus 

of television programs, stories brought home from school about as- 
saults, or newspaper accounts of rape victims. The more specific par- 

ents are and the more occasions on which it is discussed, the easier and 

more effective this type of education becomes. 
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The Game without Rules 

Growing up and learning about how to cope with the possibility of 

a sexual assault is a little like learning how to play a game without 

rules. Children have a natural trusting instinct and they are taught to 

obey those who are older—to do what they say. 
It is confusing for a child if a person such as an older relative or a 

baby-sitter says: 

“It’s OK to do this; your mom told me it was OK before she left,” 

or 

“What is wrong with you—don’t you like me any more? You make 

me feel bad,” or 

“‘Now that you are a big boy (girl), I’m supposed to find out if you 

are OK.” 

On one hand, the child feels uncomfortable about the requests; on 

the other hand, mom said to mind and “be a good boy (girl).” These 

statements might not seem coercive to an adult but they certainly do 

to a child, because of the mixed messages involved—their own feelings 

versus what they have been told. 

Children have very little control over their personal environments. 
They can’t control who touches them, how much, when or where. Older 

siblings, relatives or friends can take advantage of a child’s age, lack 

of experience and innocence without realizing it. 

Examples of this include playful wrestling, tickling or chasing ses- 

sions that get out of hand. Probably no one means harm in this, but 
when a child pleads “stop!” and is ignored, panic can ensue. Also, wres- 

tling and tickling sessions can turn into sexual assaults if one has that 

in mind. 

Often children’s efforts to protect themselves are ignored. They are 
told not to speak back, be sassy or argue with adults. Because adults 

set the rules, children think adults are always right. That is why chil- 

dren must be cautioned that not all adults want what is best for them. 
Although children might not think the game they are playing has any 

rules, it does. They need to be told the rules: no one should touch them 

in their private places; no one should ask them to do something sexual; 

and people should treat their bodies in a fair way. 
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DECISION-MAKING SKILLS 

Children can be taught self-defense against sexual exploitation. Two 
important defense concepts to teach are: 1) you can say “no,” and 

strictly mean it, and 2) you can call for help if you need it. If children 

are given these how-to lessons, along with the language to use and per- 

mission to get angry, they can be effective in preventing sexual assault. 

This type of intervention—resistance from the child—will almost al- 
ways stop a perpetrator from advancing further. 

. 

Saying ‘‘No”’ 

Parents can be the backup authority for children to base their de- 
cisions on. If children know their own bodies and can decide who touches 

it, they can simply say, “Don’t do that. My mom (dad) told me not to 

let anyone touch me there.” “You can’t do that in this house—it’s 

against the rules.” “My dad (mom) said if anyone ever did that to me 

I was supposed to tell them right away.” 

Teaching children when and how to say “no” is a delicate balanc- 

ing act for parents. Children need to understand that “no” is inappro- 
priate when they are supposed to get up, eat breakfast, or do chores. 

However, if a child understands that “no” is reserved for those times 

when he or she really needs the word, it can be an effective deterrent. 

Getting Hel 

One of the most frustrating issues about child sexual abuse is the 

situation in which a child has tried to tell someone and no one listened 
and believed. Children need to be given the decision-making skills to 

call for help when they need it. 
Relatives, teachers, neighbors, friends and especially parents are 

all people available to the child in trouble. Sometimes children feel more 
comfortable in telling someone other than a family member about per- 

sonal problems. If parents tell their children that it’s OK to ask people 

outside the family for help when they need it, the child will have many 

more resources available. 
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Surprises v. Secrets 

Many sexual assaults have occurred because the perpetrator was 

able to capitalize on a young child’s love for secrets. To tell a secret 

when it should not be told is a serious breach of trust to a child. How- 
ever, most children’s secrets could be categorized more correctly as sur- 

prises—for example, what is in a birthday present, or who is coming 

to dinner. When older children or adults require a child to keep a secret 

about sexual matters, it is unfair. Surprises are fun, but sometimes 

“secrets hide things that shouldn’t be hidden.” (Adams 1981) 

PROTECTIVE PRACTICES 

Another solution to the child sexual exploitation problem is some 

very basic protective practices that children, parents, teachers and 

neighbors can exercise. The protection of children is the responsibility 

of everyone in the community, and it takes the cooperation of all. 

Abusive situations do not always occur in the home and within the 

family circle. Many crimes are committed by older children against 

younger children. Sometimes the “perfectly normal, all-around” teen 

or preteen goes berserk and commits hideous crimes against younger 

children. Parents, teachers and youth workers can help prevent some 

of the child-related crimes by giving children rules and guidelines to 

follow for their own protection. 

For Children 

Children can protect themselves by learning to be observant. Often 

children lapse into a dreamworld, shutting out everything and every- 

one. During such times, they may step in front of a car, run across a 

street against the light, or fall down. Some children tend to daydream 
more than others, and learning to be observant is more difficult for them. 

However, if they can learn to note the unusual, the suspicious, the 

strange behavior of others, half the battle is won. Adults can model 

this behavior by commenting on unusual happenings when they are with 

the child. Children can learn to note descriptions of people, license 
plates, and vehicles or strange cars parked at the playground or school- 

yard if they understand that such observation is for their own safety 
and well-being. 
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Children can protect themselves by refusing gifts, candy, toys, 
money or rides from strangers. They should know, absolutely, that a 

stranger will not be sent to pick them up at school or at the store or a 

movie. They should also realize that if someone calls to them from a 

car, they should never get close enough to be snatched or pulled into 
the car. 

Children can protect themselves by absolutely refraining from 
hitchhiking. The no-hitchhiking rule must be firm and unbreakable. 

Sometimes a youngster pretends to hitchhike while waiting for a bus 

or for a ride with family or friends. Kidnapping and physical abuse can 
résult from such a game. 

The once-stylish coin loafer shoe also had an extra practical use: 
children could carry coins in the shoetops for emergency phone-call 

use. Perhaps that idea is still sound. Children can protect themselves 
by taping a couple of dimes into their shoes for an emergency call home. 

The “latch-key” child is one who arrives home in the afternoon, 

several hours ahead of the rest of the family. It is not uncommon for 

some children to let themselves into the house, fix a snack, and then 

either watch TV or go out to play until other family members get home. 

The child may either wear the house key (hence the term latch-key 

children), or use one hidden at the house or apartment. Here are some 

basic security rules for these children: 

¢ When children return home alone they need to have the house 

key in their hand so they can enter quickly. This habit also re- 

minds the child to keep alert; 

e The child should keep the doors and windows locked. 

e No visitors should be admitted when the child’s parents are not 

at home. 

e If the phone rings, information such as “My parents aren’t home,” 

“No one is home but me,” or “I’m alone” should never be given. 

Children can protect themselves by saying, ““Mom can’t come to 

the phone,” and immediately end the conversation. 

Older children often harass younger children for lunch or news- 
paper money. Young children who tend to boast about their “riches” 
are caught in this predicament more often than children who are quiet 
about their wealth. However, a child must understand that belongings 
are never worth risking physical harm. This is a difficult lesson, because 

small treasures are precious to young children. 
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One of the best tactics children can use is yelling loudly to attract 

attention; but fighting back, running, or talking their way out of dif- 

ficult situations are also useful tactics. Children should not be limited 
to using one tactic alone, although this depends on the child and the 

particular situation. 

\ 

For Parents 

Parents can protect their children by having the kind of relation- 

ship that permits open and frank discussion of personal subjects, fears 

and apprehensions. Children who say they can’t talk to their parents, 
and parents who say their children don’t listen to them, are in for trou- 

ble because neither has confidence or trust in the other. 

If parents find it upsetting to talk calmly about such matters as 
sexual offenses, they should ask a close relative, a friend, or the child’s 

teacher to explain appropriate safety measures. 

Although it is important to talk openly and honestly about crime, 

parents shouldn’t try to frighten a child into being careful. By their 

tone of voice and their body language, parents can transfer fears and 

anxieties to their children. 
One important guideline is to refrain from telling children more 

than they can understand, especially graphic details. A common-sense 

approach is appropriate. 

Parents should develop friendships with the parents of their chil- 

dren’s friends. These friendships help both sets of parents keep in touch 

and to check on what their children are doing together. 

Parents need to set up safety rules that have well-thought-out ex- 
planations for the “whys” of each rule. 

¢ One standard safety rule is: “I want to know where you are at all 

times. If you are playing in a certain area and decide to go some- 

where else, let me know first.” Parents often require that children 

call them when they arrive at their destination and when they 

leave for home. In this way they can monitor unusual delays and 

can anticipate problems that might occur. Most families set a 
certain time for children to come home. They ask their children 
to call them if they cannot meet the deadline. 
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Another safety rule: “Tell me if you go into your friend’s house 
to play. Call me and let me know where you are and how long 

you will be there.” Many parents have desperately searched a 

neighborhood, only to find their child playing in the house next 
door. 

Parents may want to know the exact route their children walk to 

and from school so that they can pick them up if necessary. It is 

also important that a child walk the same way each day for safety 

reasons. Shortcuts through different neighborhoods with strange 
people or stray dogs may be dangerous for children. 

Parents have a responsibility to inform and educate their child 

about emergency behavior. What action to take in case of fire, 

accident, or another emergency is good practice for children as 
well as adults. A list of emergency phone numbers should be kept 
beside the phone. 

Parents can model good safety behavior by taking travel precau- 

tions, such as using well-lighted streets and keeping car doors 

locked and windows closed. In case of emergency, they should 

try to reach a police station or a busy, populated area. If this is 
not possible, they should remain in the locked car and honk the 

horn until help arrives. Children learn from their parents’ be- 

havior, both the good and the bad. Parents can help protect their 

child by modeling only the best safety behavior. 

Closely related to this point is the basic attitude parents have 

toward law-enforcement officers and agencies. If parents con- 

sider officers to be helpers—people to look to in time of emer- 

gency—children will also see them in this light. Parents should 

cooperate with the police and consult them immediately if any 

suspicious event occurs. No neighbor, relative, or friend should 
be shielded or protected if they harm children or commit other 
crimes. All obscene phone calls, exhibitionists, peepers and “‘of- 

fers” should be reported immediately. 

Parents should practice the “what if” game with their child. For 
example, “What if a stranger offers you a ride home?” “What if 

older children begin to hurt you to get your money?” “What if 

you think you are being followed?” By rehearsing some possible 

situations, parents can bring out their child’s fears and anxieties 
as well as see if they know what to do in certain dangerous 

situations. 
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For Teachers 

Teachers can encourage the “buddy system.” If children live near 

each other, teachers can help them coordinate their walk or bike route. 

Because “‘there is safety in numbers,” children should be in the com- 
pany of other children, older brothers and sisters or adults, if at all 

possible. 
Teachers can have children draw a map of the safest walk or bike 

route to school and arrange for older children to accompany younger 

ones. 
Teachers can help children memorize their home phone number or 

that of their parents’ work place. They can also teach the child how to 

dial the operator or an emergency police number. 

Teachers can offer their personal phone number as an emergency 

number in case the child in crisis cannot contact a parent, a neighbor 

or a relative. 

For Neighbors 

One of the best preventives against crime is a caring neighbor. In 

many communities, residents have volunteered to provide help for chil- 

dren in trouble. Sometimes these neighbors put signs in their windows 

to tell children where they can go if they are in trouble. Such a program 

can be a deterrent to crime. 

BUILDING FAMILY STRENGTHS 

Over the years, when populations have suffered disasters and after 

the danger passed and it was safe to emerge from hiding, the first thing 

people have done was search for their families. Or they would look for 

people who were like family to them. Observation and research has 

shown that family life is more important to us than we sometimes 
realize. 

As we look back in history we see that the quality of family life is 
very important to the strength of nations. We can see this pattern in 

the rise and fall of great societies such as ancient Rome, Greece and 

Egypt. When these societies were at the peak of their power and pros- 

perity, the family was strong and highly valued. When family life be- 

came weak in these societies, when the family was not valued, when 

society became extremely individualistic, the society began to deteri- 
orate and eventually fell. 
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There is considerable evidence that the quality of family life is ex- 
tremely important to emotional well-being, happiness and mental 

health. Poor relationships within the family are very strongly related 

to many of the problems in society. Obviously, strengthening family 

life should be one of the nation’s top priorities. Unfortunately, it has 

not been a top priority in the recent past. 

In bookstores, supermarkets and the newsstand, there are many 

books and magazine articles about what’s wrong with families and about 

the problems families have. Many books predict that the family will 

disappear, that it is no longer meeting the needs of society. Much of 
what is written about families has focused on problems and pathology 
in family life. 

Although new information is needed about family problems, a bal- 
anced view is also needed. For example, information about positive 
family models and what strong families are like should be discussed. 

Most people learn best by studying a positive model. 

One such study tried to identify and study intact families. (Stinnett 
1981) To be included, these families were both recommended by others 
as being strong and rated themselves as strong. They were given ques- 

tionnaires and participated in interviews about factors concerning their 

interaction patterns. 

There were six qualities of family life that the families shared. These 
qualities seemed to play a very important role in the strength and hap- 

piness of the families. To help remember them, view them as the CAR- 

PET. (See the diagram on the following page.) 

C = Commitment 

These strong families had a commitment to each member’s hap- 

piness and welfare. That they were also very committed to the family 

group was reflected by their investment of time and energies into the 

family. 
An important point about these families is that they structured a 

lifestyle that enhanced the quality of their family relationships and sat- 

isfactions. They were on the offensive. They did not just react; they 

made things happen for their family. They were not at the mercy of 
the environment or outside influences. They exercised their ability to 

make life more enjoyable for all members. 
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= Appreciation 

These strong families expressed a great deal of appreciation for 

each other. They built each other up psychologically. They gave each 

other many positive psychological strokes, and made members feel good 

about themselves. This tended to give each person a feeling of self- 

worth and a high self-concept. 

Although everyone wants to be appreciated, it seems to have extra 

importance if the appreciation comes from within the family. 
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R = Religion 

These strong families all expressed a high degree of religious ori- 

entation. This quality also agrees with other research. It shows a pos- 

itive relationship of religion to marriage, happiness and successful 

family relationships. These strong families went to church together often 

and they participated in religious activities together. Most of them, al- 

though not all of them, were members of organized churches. All of 

them were very religious. 

There are indications that this religious quality went deeper than 

attending church services or participating in religious activities to- 

gether. It could more appropriately be called a commitment to a spir- 

itual lifestyle. Members of these families said they had an awareness 
of God or a higher power that gave them a sense of purpose and gave 

their family a sense of support and strength. The awareness of this 

higher power in their lives helped them to be more patient with each 
other, more forgiving, quicker to get over anger, more positive, and more 

supportive in their relationships. Many of the values emphasized by 

religion when put into action can enhance the quality of human 

relationships. 

P = Patterns of Communication 

The strong families had very good communication patterns. They 
spent time talking with each other. It is difficult for people to com- 

municate with each other unless they spend time together. 

Another important aspect of this pattern of communication was 

that these strong families also listened well. They reported that their 

family members were good listeners and this was important to them. 

The fact that family members listen to one another also communicates 

a very important message—respect. These families are saying to one 

another, “You respect me enough to listen to what I have to say. I’m 

interested enough to listen, too.” 

Another factor related to communication is that these families did 
fight. They got mad at each other, but they got conflict out in the open 
and were able to talk it over, to discuss a problem. They shared their 

feelings about alternative ways to deal with the problem and selected 
a solution that seemed best for everybody. 

E = Effective in Crises 

These strong families had the ability to deal with crises and prob- 

lems in a positive way. Not that they enjoyed crises, but they were able 
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to deal with it. They managed, even in the darkest situations, to look 

at the issue and to see some positive element, no matter how tiny. It 

may have been, for example, that in a particular crisis they simply had 

to rely to a greater extent on each other and develop the trust that they 

had in each other. They were able to unite in dealing with the crisis 

instead of being fragmented by it. They dealt with the problem and 

were supportive of each other. 

T = Time 

These strong families did a lot of things together and spent a good 
deal of time together. It was not a “false” togetherness nor a “‘smoth- 

ering” type of togetherness. They genuinely enjoyed being together. 

Another important point here is that these families structured their 

lifestyles so that they could spend time together. It did not “just hap- 

pen.” They made it happen. And this togetherness was in all areas of 
their lives—eating meals, recreation, and work. 

It was noted that most of the qualities which characterized the 
CARPET of these strong families are not seen in families having severe 

relationship problems. This observation supports the validity of the 

findings and suggests the importance of the CARPET in building fam- 
ily strengths. 

A comprehensive program, moral and sexual education, teaching 

decision-making skills and protective practices and building family 

strengths are all suggested parts of a battle plan to combat sexual ex- 

ploitation. Some of them can be accomplished in a short time; we may 

not see progress on others in our lifetime. Each solution has both strong 

and weak points, and what may work for one group of people may not 

serve well for others. But, it is obvious from the nature and scope of 

the suggestions that it will take the cooperation of everyone to eradicate 
child sexual exploitation. 

170 



References 

Adams, C., and Fay, J. 1981. No more secrets, San Luis Obispo, California: 
Impact Publishers. 

Ayood, M. F. 1978. The littlest victims. The Missouri Police Chief, Winter: 
19-22. 

Benson, N. 1977. Testimony before U.S. Congress, House Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. Sexual Exploitation of Children. Hearings before the 
subcommittee on Select Education. 95th Congress, Ist session, p. 368-386. 

Bullough, V. L. and Bullough, B. 1977. Sin, sickness and sanity. New York: 
Garland. 

Burgess, A. W.,.Groth, A. N., and McCausland, M.S. 1981. Child sex ini- 
tiation rings. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 51:110-19. 

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment ACT. 1974. U.S. Code, Vol. 42, sec- 

tion 5101. 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Amendments of 1981. Report 97-66. 

Washington D.C.: House of Representatives. 
Child sexual abuse: incest, assault, and sexual exploitation. 1981. DHHS Pub- 

lication No. (OHDS) 81-30166. Washington D.C.: National Center on 
Child Abuse and Neglect. 

Christianson, R. 1981. It’s time to excise the pornographic cancer. Christi- 
anity Today, 20:20. 

Coles, R. 1981. Why our children are troubled. Family Weekly. 14 June, p. 
4, 6. : 

Congressional Quarterly. 1979. Guide to the Supreme Court. Washington 
D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, p. 428-447. 

Cook, J. 1978. The X-rated economy. Forbes 122:81-88 + 92. 
Court’s final flurry. 1982. Time 120(2):52. 
Cradle to grave intimacy. 1981. Time. 118(10):69. 
Densen-Gerber, J., and Hutchinson, S: 1978. Medical-iegal and societal prob- 

lems involving children—child prostitution, child pornography and drug 
related abuse; recommended legislation. In: The Maltreatment of Chil- 
dren. Selwyn Smith, Editor. Baltimore: University Park, p. 317-350. 

English, B. 1981. The porn career of Billy the Kid, 13. The New York Daily 
News, 17 June, Sec. C, p. 8. 

Federal Communications Commission v. Pacifica Foundation, 1978. 438 U.S. 

726. 

171 



Finkelhor, D. 1982. One in twelve sexually abused boys receiving professional 
attention. Children in Crisis 3(9):3—4. 

Fleischhauer-Hardt, H. 1975. Show me! A picture book of sex for children 
and parents. New York: St. Martin’s. 

Freitas, J. 1977. Testimony before U.S. Congress, House Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. Sexual Exploitation of Children. Hearings before the 
subcommittee on Select Education, 95th Congress, Ist session, p. 59-78. 

Gagnon, J. 1965. Female child victims of sex offenses. Sociological Problems 
13:176-192. 

Gates, D. F. 1977. Testimony before U.S. Congress, House Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. Sexual Exploitation of Children. Hearings before the 
subcommittee on Select Education, 95th Congress, Ist session, p. 26-35. 

Groth, A. N. 1979. Men who rape. New York: Plenum. 
Groth, A. N., and Birnbaum, H. J. 1978. “Adult sexual orientation and at- 

traction to underage persons.” Archives of Sexual Behavior. 7(3):175-81. 
Groth, A. N., Burgess, A. W., Birnbaum, H. J., and Gary, T.S. 1978. “A 

study of the child molester: myths and realities” Journal of the American 
Criminal Justice Association. 41:17—22. 

Groth, A. N., and Burgess, A. W. 1977. “Motivational intent in the sexual 

assault of children.” Criminal Justice and Behavior. 4:253-64. 
Guio, M., Burgess, A., and Kelly, R. 1980. “Child victimization: pornography 

and prostitution.” Journal of Crime and Justice. 3:65-81. 
Guyon, R. 1933. Sex life and sex ethics. London: John Lane. 
Hennepin County, Minnesota. District Attorney’s Office, 1979. Child Abuse 

Prevention Project Guidebook. Minneapolis. 
Hutchinson, S. F. 1977. Testimony before Arizona House Committee on Gov- 

ernment Operations. Pornography, Child Pornography, and Child Pros- 
titution. Hearings before Task Force on Organized Crime. 3:3—54. 

Justice, B., and Justice, R. 1979. The broken taboo: sex in the family. New 
York: Human Sciences. 

Keller, M. 1981. “Kiddie porn—in living, queasy color.” Honolulu Adver- 
tiser, 25 March, Sec. A, p. 1. 

Kroth, J. A. 1978. Evaluation of the child sexual abuse demonstration and 
treatment project. Sacramento: California Department of Health, Office 
of Child Abuse Prevention. 

Lewis, H., and Lewis, M. 1980. The parent’s guide to teenage sex and preg- 
nancy. New York: St. Martin’s. 

Lloyd, R. 1976. For money or love: boy prostitution in America. New York: 
Vanguard. 

Lloyd, R. 1977. Testimony before U.S. Congress, House Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. Sexual Exploitation of Children. Hearings before the 
subcommittee on Select Education, 95th Congress, Ist session, p. 112-121. 

Mann Act. 1948. White slave traffic act. U.S. Code, Vol. 18, sex. 2423. 

Marketing and Media Decisions. 1981. Neilsen rating report. 16(5):34, 36, 
174. 

Martin, L. 1977. Testimony before Arizona House Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations. Pornography, Child Pornography and Child Prosti- 
tution. Hearings before Task Force on Organized Crime. 3:55—107. 

172 



Martin, L. 1977. Testimony before U.S. Congress, House Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. Sexual Exploitation of Children. Hearings before the 
subcommittee on Select Education, 95th Congress, Ist session, pp. 39-58. 

Martin, L. 1981. The sexual exploitation of children. Speech given at Profes- 

sional Symposium Conference, 29 August. Registry, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Massey, M. E. 1970. “A market analysis of sex-oriented materials in Denver, 

Colorado, August 1969—A pilot study.” In: Report of the Commission 
on Obscenity and Pornography. New York: Random House, pp. 157-168. 

McCally, C. D. 1981. Personal communication concerning exposé television 
series, sponsored by Morality in Media, Inc., produced by The Christian 
Broadcasting Network, Inc. Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

McCoy, J. 1981. “Kiddie porn films shown at federal sentencing hearing.” 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 25 March, 1981, section A, p. 2. 

Mitchell, D. 1977. Testimony before Arizona House Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations. Pornography, Child Pornography and Child Prosti- 
tution. Hearings before Task Force on Organized Crime, pp. 108-129. 

NAMBLA pickets conference. 1981. Reporter: National Decency. 28(4):4. 
Nude photos bring closure of nursery. 1981. Tucson, Arizona Daily Star. 22 

May, sec. A, p. 2. 
O’Brien, S. 1981. Personal communication by telephone and in person with 

several owners of retail adult bookstores and theaters. 
O’Conner, J. 1981. TV: Child pornography, social disease. The New York 

Times, 24 February, sec. C, p. 19. 
Osanka, F. 1981. Personal communication concerning revelations of a career 

child molester. 
Peters, J. 1973. “Child rape: defusing a psychological time bomb.” Hospital 

Physician, 9(46):46—49. 
Porno movies on TV? Cable has them. 1981. Reporter: National Decency 

28(4):2. 
Post, D. 1981. Personal communication by telephone and in person concerning 

sex abuse severance court hearing. 
Protection of children against sexual exploitation Act of 1977. Report on 

S.1585. 16 September, p. 5. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Senate-Committee 
on Judiciary. 

Rader, D. 1982. Who will help the children? Parade 5 September, p. 4-7. 
Repentent Swedes: boom in pornography overwhelms country. 1981. Re- 

porter: National Decency. 28(4) 1-2. 

Report of the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. 1970. New York: 
Random House. 

Rogers, C. 1980. “Sexual victimization and the courts’ empirical findings.” 
Paper presented at the American Psychological Association Annual Con- 
vention, September, Montreal. 

Rossman, P. 1976. Sexual experience between men and boys. New York: 
Association. 

Ryder, G. and King, M. 1981. Seize four in L.I. “man-boy” sex ring. New 
York Daily News, 13 July, Sec. D, p. 2. 

Sarafino, E. P. 1979. “An estimate of nationwide incidence of sexual offenses 
against children.” Child Welfare, 58(2):127-34. 

173 



Schoettle, U. 1980. Child exploitation: a study of child pornography. Journal 
of American Academy of Child Psychiatry 19:289-299. 

Select committee on child pornography: its related causes and control. 1978. 
Houston: Texas House of Representatives. 

Selling the Child: Porno’s littlest victims. Reporter: national decency, 28(4):6. 
Sexual abuse of children: selected readings. 1981. Washington D.C.: National 

Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
Sexual exploitation of children. 1977. U.S. Code, Vol. 18, secs. 2251-2253. 

Similies, K. 1977. Testimony before Arizona House Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations. Pornography, Child Pornography and Child Prosti- 
tution. Hearings before Task Force on Organized Crime, pp. 46-63. 

Staton, R. 1982. Hawaii offers help, hope to potential child abusers. Tucson, 
Arizona Daily Star, 19 August, Sec. C, p. 2. 

Stephen, B. 1981. The unwanted child of the First Amendment. New York 
Daily News, 25 May. First Person Section, p. 20. 

Stern, S. 1981. Fallen angel. Tucson, Arizona Daily Star, 23 February, sec. 
Crp. 6. 

Stinnett, Nick. 1981. Family strengths. Paper presented at Agriculture Out- 
look Conference, session No. 21, 5 October. Washington, D.C.: U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

Summit, R., and Kryso, J. 1978. Sexual abuse of children: A Clinical Spec- 
trum. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 48(2)237-249. 

Swift, C. 1977. “Sexual victimization of children: an urban mental health cen- 
ter survey.” Victimology, 2(2):322-327. 

Task Force on organized crime. 1976. Report. Washington, D.C.: National 
Advisory Committee on Criminal Justice and Goals. 

Thomas, W. V. 1979. “Pornography business upsurge.” Editorial Research 
Reports, 19 October, pp. 767-80. 

Tocqueville, A. C. 1966. Democracy in America: a new translation by George 
Lawrence. Ist ed. Harper and Row, New York, New York. 

Urban and Rural Systems Associates Berkeley Planning Associates. 1980. 
Semi-annual report of clinical demonstration programs of the treatment 
of child abuse and neglect. San Francisco/Berkeley. Washington, D.C..: 
National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. 

Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary. 1979. Jean McKechnie, Ed- 
itor. New York: Simon and Schuster. 

Yates, A. 1981. Eroticized children major problem for foster parents. Chil- 
dren in Crisis, 2(4):1-2. 

174 





7. 
> Paves 2A »* 

ein ose roy 7 

pra pala 

eh : 
A De a oe 

Le ee ee _ isang 

a4 5 
, 

”* >? 

a © 

7 : 7 “ry = ke a 

7 2 Coe 2082k 3 eee FS 
wae ha & St ee? OR ee 5 Sil 

eS p oe - © Bieter a= ) Sta eet _; 

; OO of Me” Ge Cie ene wag Ca, 
: ; is a6 vita (ne On Saray : 

’ oS, Lagetry Geeilet Ko® eau! kee. 
py ae 

ha 



>.> oy 

aa 

! : i 





_ 

. zs 

— 

a, 
ca 

a 
oo 

\, “a 

—_ aU 

ZY 

= 

a 
aid 

’ = 

2). : 

a — ; 



his relia A LIBRARIES 
BAUM STACKS 

Hoar, 025 boa 

il i iN, 
5061 005 

ie 

1 



'HQ 471 .025 1983 
Ofbrien, Shizrley, 1o38— 

Child pornogr ashy. 

PACE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

New York, NY 10038 

TO THE BORROWER: 

The use of this book is governed by rules 
established in the broad interest of the university 
community. It is your responsibility to know these 
rules. Please inquire at the circulation desk. 

OCT. ‘1987 

5 ea 



CHILD 
PORNOGRAPHY 

Shirley O’Brien 

About the Author: Shirley O’Brien is a person 

concerned about children. Her experiences include TV writer/ 

teacher of children’s programs, child psychologist. Head Start co- 
ordinator, public school teacher, researcher, curriculum consultant, 

conference speaker, workshop leader and entertainer through song 

and guitar. She received her doctorate in child development from 

Oregon State University. For the past few years she has been 
writing ‘parenting materials. Through her many speaking engage- 

ments she has met individuals requesting help with family abuse, 

particularly child sexual exploitation. It was through these expe- 

riences that Child Pornography was written. 

The goals of this book are: 

(1) To increase the reader’s awareness of child pornography and — 

sexual exploitation; 

(2) To categorize child pornography as a oe of child abuse; 

(3) To dramatize that. child pornography is a growing problem; 

(4) To identify characteristics of child victims as well as perpetra- 
tors; and 

(5) To offer possible ways to combat the roe 

qa 

‘KENDALL/HUNT B £029Sb O1 
é PUBLISHING COMPANY 
“Dubuque, lowa 4 SBN 0-8403-295b-3@ 


